Urur Kuppam Tsunami Rehabilitation Work

(Updated 19th Jan 2005)

Background

Refer to http://www.ashanet.org/chennai/projects/ururkuppam.htm and  http://www.ashanet.org/chennai/projects/balwadi.htm for information about Urur Kuppam and the existing Asha activities there.

The Dec. 26th Tsunami’s effects on Urur, Olcott and Odai Kuppams are as follows,

1. These Kuppams were spared the worst of the Tsunami and no lives were lost but there was severe property damage.

2. About 300 families in these Kuppams have either partially or totally lost their huts and their belongings to the Tsunami.

3. About 75% families were tenants and it is not even clear if they have any proof of residence which will enable them to get government relief. Some of them are currently being housed in the Sastri Nagar Corporation School. Others have moved in with friends, relatives or gone away to relatives outside the city. Some families who have been able to stay on with their owners in the village have also done so. None of these people are fishermen. They work as maids, drivers, watchmen etc. in Besant Nagar.

4. The other 25% of the houses were occupied by the owners mostly fisherman who were very poor and some people who had lived long enough in the Kuppams. These people as well as owners whose houses were further inland have lost their huts. Many of these people have also lost their catamarans or boats, fishing nets etc., their source of livelihood. 

Asha Chennai in association with Theosophical Society and IIT Madras have conducted detailed surveys of the following,

1. Details of the damage and the names and details of the family members of all families whose houses have been partially or fully destroyed.

2. Details of all the students from these affected households studying in Olcott Memorial School, Urur Olcott Kuppam School, Anna School and other schools to which these children go.

Rehabilitation Strategy

We are primarily looking at the rehabilitation work from the following three angles.

1. The children from the affected families need schooling materials to be able to go back to school. This would include Uniforms, books, notebooks, school bags, pencil/pens etc.

2. We were surprised to note that the affected tenant families were first of all not fishermen/women and secondly they have no particular inclination to go back to Urur Kuppam. It looks like they are not allowed back in by the owners who wish to claim the government rehabilitation doles for themselves. Further they had absolutely no words of complaint about the relief work taking place. They have got adequate clothes, food and a decent shelter in the Sastri Nagar Corporation School. What they need desparately is a place where they can stay so that they can go to work, send their children to school and bring their lives back to normalcy. They would require our assistance towards this. They would further require some essential items to restart their household like stove, utensils, buckets, etc.

3. The fisher folks who were affected would require support in terms of assistance to rebuild their houses, repair/replace their boats, catamarans, fishing nets etc. They would also require the essential items like stove, utensils, buckets, etc.

After writing the initial proposal the Tamilnadu state government announced the relief measure to provide all affected school children with the items identified in point 1 above. Further other organizations have come forward to bear any additional expenses that may be required towards this. Asha Chennai would not need to do take up this project.

As regards rehabilitating the fishing community at Urur/Olcott Kuppam, we hope to undertake these in conjunction with the Theosophical society as well as the government. The government has already announced several measures for the rehabilitation of these people involved in the fishing profession. Therefore we are still waiting to get a clear idea as to what would be required from our part. We hope to have a more concrete plan of action on this front shortly.

Details of the Rehabilitation for Tenant and Self-Owning Families

There are about 185 tenant families affected at the Urur and Olcott Kuppams. Several additional tenant families are also affected at Odai Kuppam, Sreenivasapuram and Pattinapakkam. In all these places we have trusted locals as well as detailed survey information to verify the authenticity of the claim by affected people. So far 107 of these families have contacted us for rehabilitation work. We expect a total of 300 families to contact us. 

To help settle these families we expect to provide the families with the following,

· The rental deposit for the new house they are renting.

· Provisions (typically 3 days’ dry rations and 2 litres of Kerosene) for their initial use at the new house.

· Some utensils, and stove required for the household.

· Clothes will be provided if required from our collection. Money should not be required for this.

· Optionally arrangement of bus passes for the children to come to the school for a couple of months. This would be required if their new residence is far away from their old one.

Through our experience we have found that the average family requires about Rs 5000 for the above. Note that families that are better off may take a more expensive house on rent (which would require more advance) but may not need our assistance with provisions etc. Therefore the split between the various items varies. We keep Rs 6000 as the upper limit to be spent on a family as part of this project.

Total Cost – Rs 5000 * 300 – Rs 15 Lakhs.

Support-A-Family Policies

We have launched a Support-A-Family project to raise funds for this project. This would operate in a manner similar to to the Support-A-Child projects in Asha. The donors may choose specific families that they wish to support. Note that though we intend to give different amounts to each families we intend to charge the same from each donor given that we do not know the exact need of each family ahead of time. Each donor will donate Rs 5000 or equivalent (US$ 115 at current exchange rate) towards sponsoring one family. 

As a sponsor under the support a family program, you can sponsor any of the families supported by this project. As an SAF sponsor the following information/support would be provided to you by Asha-Chennai:

1. All information about the family and the support provided by Asha in terms of their rehabilitation will be put up on the webpage.
2. Once in April 2005 we will provide a report about the status of the family to the donors.
To sponsor a family please do one of the following:
· Identify the specific family you would like to sponsor from the list of families.
· Donate online using your credit card at our online donations page. Please identify the name of the child you wish to sponsor in the Comments field. 

· If you would like to pay by cheque send Email to Murthy Subramanyamurthy if you are in the US or to Lakshmi if you are in India for information on where to send the cheque.
Policies followed by Asha Chennai for the Rehabilitation

1. The affected family members must come to us through our trusted group or known sources. Where available they must be listed in the first survey of these areas. This is the reason we are restricting it to the areas mentioned earlier in this proposal.

2. The family must find rented accommodation of their choice at reasonable advance rent terms of a maximum of 5 months rent.

3. The owner must come to receive the rent and give the details of address and location and sign the voucher. Where owners cannot come our volunteers will deliver the money and the get the voucher signed for receipt of money.

4. Utensils, stove, dry ration, clothes etc. would be given in kind. We would give Rs 50 towards purchase of Kerosene.

5. Volunteers will visit the families at the new addresses in the weekends that follow.

6. Volunteers will once again visit the families in April to assess for ourselves the effect of our rehabilitation efforts for these families.

