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· Question 1: What is legalization of prostitution?

· Answer 1: Once legalized the women who are made to offer their bodily sex to the male customers or who do it or wish to do it on their own will be enumerated and registered and issued permits/ licenses if they are found fit to sell sex. They will be allowed to sell their own bodily sex only in certain specified areas. They will be checked medically to see if they have the STIS or HIV. They will be treated as any other profession and hence will be expected to pay taxes to the government.

· Question 2: Is prostitution illegal in India?

· Answer 2: The sale of one’s own bodily sex to a male customer by an adult woman on her own free will in her private premises in not illegal and hence not punishable as per the Indian laws.  

· Question 3: Is prostitution legal in India?

· Answer 3: The Indian law does not give a special recognition by way of registration, documentation or license for the sale of one’s own bodily sex to a male customer in her private premises or in public premises on her own free will.

· Question 4: Are there no limitations of the prostitution o by such an independent woman?

· Answer 4: There are limitations on the practice of prostitution by such an independent woman e. g. she cannot solicit or seduce customer in public places. She cannot sell sex in an area which is within 200 meters from a temple, hospital or school and such other places declared by government from time to time.

· Question 5: What is illegal about prostitution in India? 

· Answer 5: Organized prostitution is illegal in India. The text and spirit of the existing law does not allow anyone (e.g. the anti social elements) to take disadvantage of the helplessness and vulnerability of a woman and therefore it makes brothel keeping, procuration of person for prostitution, living on earning of other person’s prostitution, giving ones premises for the business of prostitution, detaining anyone in brothel etc illegal and punishable.

· Question 6: Do you know that a number of groups of brothel keepers and pimps have changed their mind and given up their demand for legalization and now they demand decriminalization?

· Answer 6: Although many pimps, brothel keepers and traffickers who in the first impression thought that legalization would mean they will not have to operate under a constant fear of law and police will get permission to operate openly. As they studied the proposal more closely and critically and discussed more they realized that they have many things to lose by way of legalization. They realized that there will be more government officers knocking at their doors and not just the policeman. That they will be required to pay a variety of taxes to the government. That they will not be able to traffic minors as they  like, compel or detain anyone in the brothels against the person’s consent, they will have to maintain several registers and fill several forms etc they realized that it was not in their favour. Finally they also realize that once the business becomes legal all those big financiers and capitalists who have been keeping away from this activity will get interested and with their money power easily crush or brush aside the existing players and take the business in their control.  With this the pimps traffickers and brothel keepers dropped their demand for legalization.
· Question 7: If the owners and agents of flesh trade have backed out on their demand for legalization of prostitution then have their changed their demand?

· Answer 7: Yes! They have started demanding Decriminalization. Decriminalization means removing/ canceling, repealing from the book of law as offences, some of the acts which are currently declared as illegal and hence punishable but which are also  integral to organized flesh trade. Some of these acts are procuring children and women for prostitution, detaining them in the brothels, running and keeping brothels, financing flesh trade, giving use of premises in one’s control for prostitution, earning on another person’s sale of bodily sex (pimping), advertising, soliciting for customers in public places, seducing potential customers, actually carrying out organized prostitution in public places etc.  

· Question 8: Who is actually keen on legalization?

· Answer 8: Mostly the officials of the health department who will get considerable control over the trade and with it several opportunities to make private illegal income. Those who have direct economic interest in higher sale of condoms, adult sex material, manufacturers of medicines related to HIV/AIDS also see a scope to boost their business once it is legalized. The capitalists who wish to make big business out of flesh trade in the name of hospitality /entertainment industry or openly as sex industry also desire legalization. 
Of course, some of the elements from the flesh trade itself continue to demand legalization either because they have not been helped to look at the issue critically or they are directly and heavily under the control of the multinational pharmaceuticals in the name of some or the other heavily funded HIV/AIDS control and prevention programme.

· Question 9: Who would run the business after legalization?

· Answer 9: Those who have big money to invest and the managerial capability.
· Question 10: Do you know why victim women are made to underground after legalization?

· Answer 10: Women who are from outside the country (Illegal migrants, migrants without work permits), minors, HIV positive women will not be allowed to operate openly as they will be denied license to practice. As they have nowhere to go and as they are under the control of the pimps and brothel keepers they will be made to f go underground.

· Question 11: What happens once you go underground?
· Answer 11: Once underground the level of violence and exploitation against you shoots up to no limits as you cannot seek any protection or support of law. As you are not registered or documented you are denied all other welfare and developmental benefits.

· Question 12: After legalization what will happen to the minors?

· Answer 12: Legalization does not mean that minors will be allowed to sell their bodily sex. Obviously, the pimps and brothel keepers will make them go underground in order to continue exploiting them for profits. This will make their situation only worst for the minors.

· Question 13: What will happen to the Bangladeshi victim women after legalization?
· Answer 13: Since they cannot be given license in India they will be denied permission to practice prostitution. As they will not go away and have nowhere to go they will be forced to operate underground. 

· Question 14: Will the harassment by government officers decrease after legalization?

· Answer 14: Why will it decrease? Today there is just one government department i.e.  the police that comes to your door to collect money. Once legalized there will be many more petty officers from many other department who will come to you over . . . you know why. Let us count . . .income tax, professional tax, sales tax, service tax, minimum wages inspector health department, the license issuing department, etc etc. Each one will expect you to maintain a register and submit a few forms, fill a few chalans and deposit money in the bank in their department’s name every year or every six months, open a bank account and keep records for scrutiny. . . . the list is long. 

· Question 15: What will happen to those VOCSET who will fail to pay their taxes and other fees? 

· Answer 15: They will be punished.  They may lose their license. 
· Question 16: Will the women be able to operate their business without the exploitation pimps and brothel keepers after legalization?

· Answer 16: Tell us what stops an adult woman on her own free will in her private premises from selling her bodily sex to a male customer under the existing law? As long as she does not solicit in public and does not practice prostitution in nearby (200 meters) a school, a temple, a hospital etc.

· Question 17: Do you know that once prostitutions is legalized as a legitimate form of work then naturally the government will offer prostitution work to those unemployed youth and women as they do under the Employment Guarantee Scheme?

· Answer 17: This has already started happening in other European countries and the subsistence allowance of the women who refused to take the offer is on the verge of being cancelled. 
· Question 18: What will happen top your children once prostitution is legalized? 
· Answer 18: All attempts of the well intentioned people like you yourself and other social workers to offer alternate dignified life will come to an end as the state and others will state “Now that prostitution is a legalized profession let the children of the prostitute women grow up into prostitutes. What is wrong in that?”

· Question 19: After legalization will the VOCSET women stop getting arrested for soliciting in public places?

· Answer 19: Although legalized the provisions under the Police Act of your state will not be cancelled and they will remain intact and hence as it happens today the arrests will continue under those sections.
· Question 20: Will the violence from brothel keepers, pimps, customers go down once prostitution is legalized?

· Answer 20: You must answer a question first -- Why will it go down? And also answer the second question. Who says that the violence is allowed under the present law? 

· Question 21: Do we need legalization in order to bring down the violence from brothel keepers, pimps, customers go down once prostitution is legalized?

· Answer 21: Even without legalization tell us -- what a stops you from complaining against such violence individually or collectively and get the guilty punished? May be what we need is collectivity and determination and not legalization.

· Question 22: Will the brothel keepers and pimps disappear after legalization?
· Answer 22: Why will they disappear?  Of course they will not be permitted under the existing names but the pimp would start calling himself as commission agent. The brothel keeper would start labeling herself as workstation manager and the trafficker will call himself as recruiting agent. Legalization could help them hide their criminality under some other more acceptable title.

· Question 23: After legalization will I be allowed to practice prostitution wherever I feel like?

· Answer 23: No way! The restrictions would continue. Nowhere under the sun after legalization the prostitutes have been allowed to practice anywhere they like. In fact legalization puts them under some more and stricter rules. They will be allowed to practice only in certain areas. If found prostituting outside that area they will be punished. If that happens repeatedly they will lose their license and will be forced to practice prostitution underground. As you know well those who run any business underground are far more extorted by the petty officials in police and government. They have to be under constant tension of being booked.

In fact every time you wish to practice somewhere else away from your the zone allocated to you then you will have to go to the office and get your zone changed. You could be punished if found practicing in any other area without completing these procedures. 

If you are found in any other are then you may even be asked by law to prove that you were not there to practice prostitution but for some other purpose.

· Question 24: After legalization will I continue to get any benefits under the welfare programmes of the government?

· Answer 24: Why will the government pay for any welfare programmes once the trade is legalized? Does the government run welfare programmes for any other legal professionals?

· Question 25: What accompanies legalization?

· Answer 25: Most importantly government seeks legalization far more than the VOCSET or the pimps and brothel keepers and other agents of flesh trade. Almost everywhere where legalization has been introduced there has been Compulsory Periodic Medical Testing (CPMT). Government thinks that HIV/AIDS can be controlled once prostitution is legalized. 

· Question 26: What is compulsory periodic medical testing? 

· Answer 26: CPMT is a programme started in India by the British rulers only to protect the health of the British sailors and soldiers and their family members. Away from family members for long, they used to visit prostitutes and get infected by a variety of sexually transmitted infections which they used to pass on to their wives and children to be born. To control this the British rulers thought that they could curb the STIs by keeping the prostitutes  “clean’. Hence they started registering the prostitutes and under the law checking them compulsorily from time to time only to find out if they had any STIs and to treat them if they did have any STIs. For this the women used to be kept in a hospital under lock and key. If a soldier was found infected they used to find out who his prostitute was and put her in these Lock Hospitals.

· Question 27: Is Compulsory Periodic Medical Testing some kind of health insurance or health programmes for the VIOCSET?

· Answer 27: No way! The only interest of the government is to see if the prostitute has any STI. If yes then treat her compulsorily. These programmes are meant for the protection of the customers and not the VOCSET women. Had that not been the case the government would have provided comprehensive health care to these women as a special component.
· Question 28: Will the women be medically examined for STIs and allowed to practice prostitution once cured?

· Answer 28: No the situation is a little different from the British time. Now it is the fear of HIV infection that is bothering the government. Obviously, the women will be examined for HIV infection. This will be done compulsorily and periodically. How can the government renew a woman’s license and let her practice prostitution if she is found HIV positive? This means once detected HIV positive you lose your license to practice. Then you are forced to go underground and continue prostitution. That  makes the policeman, the health department man, the tax man extract  more bribe  money from you.

· Question 29: Who will look after the VOCSET women and their children once the woman is declared positive and denied license?

· Answer 29: Ask this question first to the pimps and the brothel keepers. Check if they would be willing to support and maintain all those VOCSET women, on whom they have been making money all these years, once the women are declared positive and denied license. Ask those others who have been suggesting legalization s a solution.

· Question 30: After legalization what will happen to all those VOCSET women who are HIV positive?
· Answer 30: After legalization they will be denied the license to practice prostitution. How can any government allow the HIV positive women to practice prostitution? 
In fact you will be required regularly to report to the testing centres along with your previous certificate,  get yourself tested and then the department will decide if the license is to be renewed or not.

· Question 31: What are the benefits of legalization?
· Answer 31: The adult women who want to practice prostitution on their free will may be able to practice prostitution in allocated  zones and don’t have to be restricted to their private premises alone. But there are just no benefits whatsoever for the VOCSET women.

There are benefits for the government as it will be able to collect taxes. 
There are benefits for the petty government officials as they will be able to collect huge haftas (extortion money and other illegal private income for not taking action under law).

There are benefits for the pharmaceuticals as they will be able to make a good business (take simple example- CPMT will itself create such a huge market for the testing kits).

· Question 32: What are the long term losses because of legalization for the VOCSET women?

· Answer 32: The movement to abolish the sexual slavery and gain a dignified position in the society for oneself or for one’s children will END with legalization. Social and popular support for the movement of the VOCSET will vanish instantly. The VOCSET women and their children will get permanently condemned in the hell of the flesh trade. 
· Question 33: Will legalization of prostitution reduce or curb trafficking?

· Answer 33: No! In fact it has been seen in the history as well as in the recent past in many countries that after legalization the number of women and young girls in prostitution actually shoots up. This is quite logical. If organized prostitution has been so rampant in spite of strict laws against it is only logical that once legalized the scale of the business will go up.

Most illegal activities thrive better when they get a façade of a legitimate activity. Legalization provides that façade which is used actually to multiply the illegal activities.

· Question 34: Will HIV end with legalization of prostitution? 
· Answer 34: Legalization attempts to compulsorily periodically medically test the VOCSET woman and that too only to find out if she has HIV or other STIs.  Nowhere under the sun the customer has been ever put to test. The government of India or any other state governments have never spoken even a WORD about checking the customers. How can a disease be controlled only by checking the women alone and leaving the customers unchecked who are at least 5 to 10 times more in number?
There is one more danger. The CPMT which is an important part of legalization policy gives a false sense of safety to a customer and he stops taking proper care while having sex. 

It cannot be said with guarantee that a woman found negative on HIV during a periodic medical test is actually negative. This is because a test doe not show the latest status. It shows the status of infection of three months prior to the test. Which means the woman could be infected but the test may not show it. In which case if the government issues her the certificate of being negative on HIV and the customer goes by that certificate he is less likely to take the required care and might indulge in unsafe sex.  

A woman found HIV positive and hence denied license may still be compelled by her pimp and brothel keeper to take customer and for that purpose a false medical certificate will be displayed to the customer. Even in this situation the chances are that a customer is less likely to be cautious and hence the chances of infection shoot up.

In short, legalization and its accompaniment CPMT for HIV and STIs create a false sense of safety among the customers and the infection rate actually goes up.

· Question 35: What are the moral objections to legalization?
· Answer 35: Organized prostitution i.e. the flesh trade is nothing but sexual slavery. It is an ultimate form of exploitation of children, minors, and young women who are helpless or vulnerable. Has that not been the case one would not have found only the illetarate, uneducated, lower class, lower caste women and women from areas affected by natural disaster, famine, drought, industrial depression, project displacement, communal riots, or other social evil customs. The fact that women who had opportunities and choices to come up in life do not choose organized prostitution as away of life it  further confirms that it is based on the vulnerability of women 

A society has a responsibility to give options to the persons who fall victims to organized prostitution and trafficking and make them stronger so that they can lead a dignified life full of opportunities free from exploitation and indignity. Slavery and exploitation must be abolished forever and they are not to be legalized. Trafficking and flesh trade are incompatible with the idea of civilization. 
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