Savitri (name changed) has two children. She wants them to study and will do her best to see that it happens. Her daughters aged six and eight are in a boarding school at Kranti Marg. She says, "I want my children to lead good lives and not get stuck in this muck. I am not educated. I have no skills. Other than this work I can wash clothes and cook food. I earn about Rs 1,500-3,000 in a month depending on the number of customers I get in a day. There are lean days when there is no customer and no money." 

Savitri has been working at a brothel in GB Road for 15 years. Educating her two girls is not easy on her finances. The boarding school run by an NGO charges Rs 75 per day. So that's Rs 2,250 from her monthly earnings. She says, "I am in debt. I have borrowed money from the gharwali (brothel owner). Where else can I get the money from?"
Shakuntala who is in-charge of the school cum crèche run by the Joint Woman's Programme at GB Road says, "Even if a woman earned Rs 1,000 in a day, fifty per cent of that goes to the madam who owns the brothel. In the remaining Rs 500 the woman has to pay for her food, clothes, make-up, jewellery, dhobi, sweeper and look after her children. The debts just keep increasing. Many times women tell me, 'Didi, you just increase our expenses wanting the children to have more copies and books."
Vinita (name changed) has been living at GB road for 10 years. Out of her two sons, one is missing. Her other son Vinod (name changed) now aged fifteen dropped out of the school two years back. He says, "I had to get an English textbook, which I couldn't get because I didn't have money. The teacher asked me twice and the third time she slapped and called me names. She said, 'why don't you have the textbook? Bring your mother.' When my mother came, the teacher told her that I was rude and she shouldn't send me to school. She said, 'we don't have time for this, or for children without textbooks."
According to a survey conducted by the Central Social Welfare Board (1991) in six cities of the country, illiteracy is high, almost 71 per cent. Fifty-eight per cent of the children of the prostitutes go to school, but there are dropouts. Economics is not the only factor that prevents the children of the women working in brothels to attend school. Attitude of the people also matters. 
Vibha Parthasarthi, Chairperson of the National Commission for Women (NCW), says "There are lots of schools that refuse to admit children, if they find out that these are children of prostitutes. Till very recently the names of both the father and mother were necessary for the school form. From there the problem begins. Numerous states have said that the names of both the parents are not necessary. Yet there is a very deep-seated social prejudice and we receive complaints about heads of schools rejecting forms that don't carry the father's name."
At the time of admission schools insist on the father's name despite the Supreme Court ruling on February 18, 1999 in the Gita Hariharan vs the Reserve Bank of India case. The country's highest court affirmed that mothers have the same status as fathers under Indian law. The mother "would undoubtedly be the natural guardian," according to the Indian Constitution, wrote Chief Justice AS Anand. 
The school authorities keep these children at bay using various means. Demanding the elusive birth certificate is a common device. Says Savitri, "When we go for admission, they say, 'bring the birth certificate.' Without the birth certificate, my children aren't admitted. If we bring a birth certificate, they take it from us and throw it away, saying you people eat our heads."
On July 24 last year the Delhi High Court issued notices to the Union Government, the Delhi Government and others on a public interest litigation (PIL) filed by Social Jurist, a NGO, through Ashok Agarwal, an advocate, challenging the denial of admissions to disadvantaged children in schools in Delhi on the grounds of non-production of birth certificates and other documents. 
Shakuntala points out, "Getting a birth certificate is a problem. Whose name should we put as father? Often pimps 'marry' the girls and give their name to overcome the legal hassle. Of course nothing is done without bribes. The woman pay up to Rs 5,000 to give their child a father's name," or as Parthasarthi says, "I have come across women who said, 'they wanted the father's name I gave my father's name. They want only one name what does it matter." 
Shakuntala strikes at the heart of the matter. "People think that just because their mothers work in brothels the children are 'abnormal'. All the boarding schools in Delhi refused admissions to our children. We have sent children to private, missionary or government schools in Haryana and UP."
Mohini Giri, Chairperson of Guild of Service, points out, "Children have no lobby because they don't form the vote bank. All other sections have a lobby. Political manifestos abound in programmes for the poor, but children are conspicuously absent." 
Savitri says poignantly, "Women desire at least one child because that's the closest we come to having a family of our own."
