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Asha Kiran 
The Asha for Education Newsletter; September 2002
Mission Statement: To catalyze socio-economic change in India through the education of under privileged Children

Dr. Sandeep Pandey awarded 2002 Ramon Magsaysay Award:
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  The entire Asha community is proud his work.
Congratulations Sandeep!!

	Mission Statement & Leadership

Asha for Education has taken yet another bold step towards it mission.  In May this year, a new team of leaders took over the helm of the responsibility to take Asha for Education into new realms and take on new challenges.

We welcome you and wish you the very best in our future challenges.


The Asha volunteer community thank the outgoing team of leaders including Richa Govil, DP, Pankaj, SKI for the excellent contributions and leadership they have provided to the Asha for Education family.   They have managed to lead us through some interesting times and have a significant role in the growth of our chapters & projects.  We hope to continue to depend their expertise as Asha for Education takes on newer responsibilities and roles.
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  Asha in the News:

· Asha for Education’s projects have appeared on Zee TV and TV Asia

These are from two of our projects: Jeevan Gnanodaya in Chennai and SUPPORT in Mumbai.

For more information, you can read: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/asha-films/message/159  

The yahoo groups that you need to be on, to be involved in this is asha-films@yahoogroups.com
· Yet another article was published in the online journal Sulekha, written by Melli Annamalai of the Boston chapter.  For more information, you can read 
Sulekha article:  Can Neelamma go to school? 
http://www.sulekha.com/column.asp?cid=169311
· Asha for Education sings a new tune: 

Asha volunteers from Chennai have composed an original Asha tune. The beat is youthful, reminiscent of AR Rahman's works, and the lyrics are fresh with innocence. Plans are in progress to use this in a WAH2002 film and a full-length 5 min music video.   Listen to the tune using the links below. 

Temporary location of the MP3 files (for the next few weeks): 

http://jake.cs.berkeley.edu/~asha/publicity/Vocal.mp3
http://www.ashanet.org/library/music/asha_score.mp3
·    - 2003 Calendars are here – Order them now! 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/asha-cwg/files/calendar2003
Contact:  Farida Rajkotwala - faridar@yahoo.com and Anita Balasubramanian - ant_asha@yahoo.com
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 Asha India News  

· March for Peace:  Volunteers of Asha in India participated in a peace march - Padyatra in these troubled times of communal violence. The goal of the march was to promote communal harmony and draw attention to problems faced by people due to the existing tensions. 

The Padyatra took place between May  & June 2002, from Chitrakoot to Ayodhya in UP.  
· Kaithi meeting updates:  June 2002
Discussion on enlarging Asha's Agenda: 
The discussion essentially was: whether Asha Trust (the official name of Asha in India) should enlarge its agenda from education.   It was decided to support and actively engage in anti-communal efforts.  

Additionally there was no decision taken on issues anti-globalization and people struggles since the scope and influence of such initiatives would be well beyond the objectives of Asha’s core Mission statement.

Discussion on Asha Parivar: 
Main topic: Whether the name "Asha Parivar" should be used on activities those are not approved by "Asha trust" (Asha in India).   In the end it was decided that the name "Asha parivar" would Not be used.  Asha India would continue to use the one name "Asha trust" as before.

Asha Delhi-Siva 
Asha Delhi still in the nascent stages of chapter formation. The necessary quorum to call it a chapter effort is being generated.

Asha-Bangalore

Asha-Bangalore is going through a third round of revival - thanks to Aditya Kulkarni's (the current chapter coordinator) efforts.   The group is making non-financial (and yet tangible) contribution to a local Asha project called Sumangali Seva Ashram. This is through tutorials for the kids (and their teachers) on how to use computers.

Asha Mumbai- 
Asha Mumbai chapter was set up in 1999 by Dr.Rahul Pande, who was a professor in IIT .The chapter was more active within IIT premises.   Asha's biannual meeting was held in Mumbai in 2000 and that gave lot of exposure to new volunteers and chapter became active.    The Mumbai chapter revolves around Phulenagar, started 3 years ago and is Asha's owned project in slums near IIT Mumbai.  
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What’s happening around the Asha world?

	PRIVATE
Ballia, India 
 
	The Ballia team has started a new initiative against the liquor brewing menace in Reoti. Regular village meetings are being planned as well.  

	MS3, Kanpur, India 
	Production of honey and vermi-compost is doing well. Plans of starting a new center in Bhownipur and four satellite centers as well. A project coordination meeting is being planned there and there will be an exploratory trip of trying to recruit more migrant labor children.

Raju Thappa new proposal A new proposal has come from Raju Thappa of running educational tutorial type centers and a plan to open up a dhabba as well for long-term sustenance of these initiatives.

	Delhi, India
	 Sadbhav mission project This is a project funded by Asha Colorado. This is a project that is run in the Kulli-camp slum near JNU/Vasant continental. Asha Colorado has approved next six month funding.  Mona will run tailoring/typing classes for the children during vacation time-May 15

	Kaithi, Varanasi, India
	Kaithi hosted the Asha India conference in May.  

	Athens, GA 
	 Rasika, a live Musical show full of a variety of popular, melodious and foot-tapping Hindi music and songs ranging from modern times to yester years. 

September 7th 2002,  Oconee Civic Center, Watkinsville, GA

	Denver, CO
	 Geetanjali 2002, An evening full of Indian Film Music and Dance

Sept 28th at Lory Student Center Theatre, Colorado State University, Fort Collins.

	 Scottsdale, AZ
	 Jugalbandi, A Musical Extravagenza by Pt. Viswamohan Bhatt

September 28th, Scottsdale Center for the Arts, AZ

	Washington DC, June
	 * Co-sponsor for the free screening of "The Children we Sacrifice", a film focusing on incestuous sexual abuse of the girl child in South Asia and the South Asian Diaspora -- looking at India, Sri Lanka, Canada and the United States. 

	Cleveland, OH, Sept 
	 A successful performance by the venerable flutist Pundit Hariprasad Chaurasia, at the Cleveland Institute of Music was attended by more than 350 people

	Berkley, CA, Nov 
	 "Images of India" is the Berkeley chapter’s biggest fund-raiser and publicity event. It is usually held to coincide with the Deepavali celebrations.  The show features music and dance from different parts of India presented by some of the finest talent in the area. In the past ten years that it has been held, the shows have been running to sold-out audiences. 


	 Chicago, IL
	 Ashafest 2001: Asha volunteers from the Chicago land area organized this fun filled event & raised $2200.   The organizers hope that this event, among other things, created awareness among the people about Asha and its activities

	 Seattle, WA
	 Asha volunteers organized a Hike at Mt. Rainier National Park.  Aug 17, 2002

	N Jersey, NY
	  Jugalbandi by Grammy award winner Pt. Vishwa Mohan Bhatt and Pt. Ravi Kiran 

Sep 29th, 2002, Roone Arledge Auditorium Columbia University, NY 


New chapter activity:

  
[Here is a 30,000-feet overview of what’s going on with various new chapter requests in the last couple months from different sources.  An update from Yash Warke

1) Miami, Florida - in discussion, given new chapter kit
2) Dartmouth College, Boston - in discussion, waiting to hear back
3) Edison, NJ - in discussion, to attend Central NJ meeting
4) Toronto, Canada - in discussion, to supply start-up materials
5) Clemson, South Carolina - in discussion, trying to build team
6) Gainesville, Florida - given new chapter kit, in discussion
7) Nashville, Tennessee - given new chapter kit, waiting to hear back
8) Corning, NY - in discussion
9) Edmonton, Canada - in discussion
10) Nebraska, Lincoln - was considering  [but joined AID instead]
Harbingers of Hope:

Twenty-two Asha volunteers took the streets of Hawaii by storm running a blistering 26.2-mile Marathon.  This unique event which took birth in the Silicon Valley chapter, came to fruition to eventually become Asha- SV’s biggest fund raising event to date raising $ 100,000  

In a one-two punch, Asha volunteers once again ran a similar Marathon in Vancouver, BC raising a similar amount

Managing Projects:

Project Proposal Management System (PPMS) kickoff successful: 
 After background work by several volunteers, Project Proposal Management System is now ready.


Chapters can:

- learn about new proposals available
- know the status of different proposals, especially the ones that 
 were sent originally on common mailing lists such as asha-wide or 
  asha-projects
- announce that a particular proposal they considered has been funded partially and is looking for funds from another chapter to cover the rest

Please see the PPMS link at:
http://www.ashanet.org/resources.html &

http://www.ashanet.org/berkeley/ppms/ppms.html
For more info contact: Bhaskaran Raman, 510-642-8284 (Off)



	PRIVATE
Join ASHA
	Give ASHA
	Partake ASHA
	Buy ASHA

	Be a part of a motivated group of people.
	You can make tax-exempt donations to ASHA. 
	Participate in various ASHA events and programs.
	Buy ASHA merchandise as gifts (calendars, mugs).



	PRIVATE
Asha for Education 
editor: Ashok Naidu, Silicon Valley, CA.  
	
	Updated: Sept-2002 editor@ashanet.org
© Copyright 1999
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Our deepest sympathies go to those directly involved in the tragedies of September 11 and their families. Our gratitude and support go to those acting in the recovery and relief efforts.
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� HYPERLINK "http://www.ashanet.org/sandeep" �Dr. Sandeep Pandey, �one of the founders of Asha for Education, has been awarded the prestigious 


2002 Ramon Magsaysay award in the category of 'Emergent Leadership'   for his work towards the upliftment of the poor and the underprivileged in India.    





WAH 2002:  		Work an Hour  - A success !


 


From July 5 through September 5th, 1317 donors from all over the �world came together to symbolically work One hour for education. �Their efforts helped raise over $90,000. 


The funds raised will go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.ashanet.org/workanhour/projects.html" �four worthy projects� spread across India.








Contact info:  � HYPERLINK "mailto:wah@ashanet.org" �wah@ashanet.org�
































Asha for Education’s new leaders are:





 Melli Annamalai (President), 


Yash (Secretary), Ram (Treasurer),


 Arun (Director), SKI (Director), 


Jayashree (Director) Milind (Director).  





Asha Chapters in India:


Ballia 


Kanpur 


Lucknow 


Delhi 


Mumbai 


Bangalore 


Pilani 


Pune 


Hyderabad


Chitradurga





� EMBED MSPhotoEd.3  ���








PAGE  
1

_1067548249.bin

_1067549430.bin

_1067457992.bin

