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Asha Kiran 
The Asha for Education Newsletter; Dec 2002
Mission Statement: To catalyze socio-economic change in India through the education of under privileged Children

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

IIM invites Ramon Magsaysay Award winner Dr. Sandeep Pandey:
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What’s happening around the Asha family world wide ?

	PRIVATE
Princeton, NJ 
 
	Phir bhi dil hai Hindustani concert, a unique musical journey presented by SaReGa.   May 2002

	New Jersey, NY 
	An evening with P. Sainath, The first recipient of Amnesty International’s Global human rights Journalism prize; Columbia University, N York; Nov 17 ‘02

	Yale
	Gandhi Day computer shipments of 188 computers to India, Oct ‘02.

	Syracuse
	MEHFIL, An evening dotted with poems, recitations, Hindi movie song competition (ANTAKSHARI, Zee TV style) and an open floor; Nov

	Cornell
	TFSA  '02, a documentary film festival, in collaboration with Nepal Association, South Asia Program and Cornell Cinema; Nov 02

	Indiana
	Taste of India ‘02

	 Scottsdale, AZ
	    Discover India 2002, A celebration of Indian Art, History and Culture and a catalyst for increasing cross-cultural interaction and awareness of the increasing potential for American-Indian business partnerships.  Oct ‘02

	Colorado
	Volunteers represented Asha at the United in Deed 9/11 commemoration effort, to celebrate unity and hope. The event was organized by United Way in the Denver metro area; Oct ‘02

	Cleveland, OH, 
	Visit of Mr. Hiremath, executive director of Samaj Parivartana Samudhaya (SPS); June ‘02

	Berkley, CA, Nov 
	12th annual "Images of India" show during Deepavali; Nov ‘02

	Portland, OR
	Tarana, a musical night of fun, Nov 02

	 Seattle, WA
	 Slaves, a play by Sujata, Oct 02

	Stanford, CA
	Chhenra Collage (A collage torn) - Bangla Play (September 21, 2002)

	Silicon Valley, CA
	Silicon Valley Marathon, Harbingers of Hope, Oct ‘02

	 Los Angeles, CA
	Diwali festival at UCLA; Nov 02

	 Redlands, CA
	Redlands organizes Mehendi (Henna - temporary tattoo) Night at the Redlands Farmers' Market on Thursdays throughout the summer

	 Irvine, CA
	Asha Mela 2002, an evening of dance and music in Irvine on May 5th at the Crystal Cove Auditorium.
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	New Chapters News:

Zurich, Switzerland 
going well
Sydney& Melbourne, Australia 
going well
Singapore 
Sandeep visited recently
Dubai 
working on Mumbai street children project
Canada
expressed interest from Toronto, Edmonton, Montreal
but cohesive action is yet to be demonstrated
US chapters

Startups are taking place at:

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
established now
Johns Hopkins, Baltimore
University of Illinois, Chicago 
going well
Jacksonville, Florida
Stamford, Connecticut 
work in progress
Dartmouth, New Hampshire
San Antonio, Texas
Oklahoma 

	

	India Chapters
Kolkata
Swati & friends working on it
Pune
new team aboard
Hyderabad 
several volunteers interested 
Bangalore
getting a big boost with Srikanth, Ranjeet 
moving back to India
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Project Spotlight 

Asha Zurich - Vivekananda Ashram Project

By:  Chidambaram Narayanan (Asha Zurich)

The Vivekananda Ashram works in the village of Adisaptagram, in the district of Hooghly, about 50 km. from Calcutta.   It was founded in 1951 but went into hibernation until it was revived about 5 years back by its present coordinator Mr. Prasanta Ghosh.    It

 The ashram runs a boarding school currently housing 14 children many of whom are orphans. It also runs a day school for the local children. 

[image: image5.jpg]



The day school has been a very successful venture, with the number of students increasing from around 75 in the year 2000 to around 170 children in 2002. The local youth and retired teachers have volunteered to teach at the school. 

A three-room school building was constructed, in which classes are held for children of grades 5 through 10. Lack of space has, however, forced the ashram to stop further admissions. The classes are now conducted under trees and the school is running in shifts.

The ashram has identified the necessity for a new school building. Members of Asha Zurich after careful consideration have decided to raise funds for the construction of a second school building. The main benefit of this project is that around 200 more students can be admitted for full-time coaching in this rural area and conducting classes under trees will no longer be necessary. Asha Zurich initially decided to fund only half the construction expenses of around 8000 Swiss Francs, being the first year of its existence.  However, the success of its “Charity as your hobby” program has made it possible for Asha Zurich to fund the whole building project budgeted at around 14,000 Swiss Francs by April 2003. 


Harbingers of Hope:

Twenty-two Asha volunteers took the streets of Hawaii by storm running a blistering 26.2-mile Marathon.  This unique event which took birth in the Silicon Valley chapter, came to fruition to eventually become Asha- SV’s biggest fund raising event to date raising $ 100,000  

In a one-two punch, Asha volunteers once again ran a similar Marathon in Vancouver, BC raising a similar amount


Asha calendars for 2003 can be ordered
online through Sulekha at: http://www.sulekha.com/ashacalendar  

Asha's 2003 calendars: The 2003 calendar was designed by Tulika, a Chennai-based group that focuses on designing books for children. The calendar's theme is one of Peace: Celebrate One World.
	PRIVATE
Join ASHA
	Give ASHA
	Partake ASHA
	Buy ASHA

	Be a part of a motivated group of people.
	You can make tax-exempt donations to ASHA. 
	Participate in various ASHA events and programs.
	Buy ASHA merchandise as gifts (calendars, mugs).



	PRIVATE
Asha for Education 
editor: Ashok Naidu, Silicon Valley, CA.  
	
	Updated: Dec-2002 editor@ashanet.org
© Copyright 1999
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United Nations:   Special Session on Children








The Special Session on Children, held on 8-10 May 2002,  an unprecedented meeting of the UN General Assembly dedicated to the children and adolescents of the world.





A follow-up to the 1990 World Summit for Children 





In 1990, at the � HYPERLINK "http://www.unicef.org/specialsession/about/world-summit.htm" �World Summit for Children�, 71 Heads of State and Government and other leaders signed the � HYPERLINK "http://www.unicef.org/wsc/declare.htm" �World Declaration on Survival, Protection and Development of Children� and adopted a � HYPERLINK "http://www.unicef.org/wsc/plan.htm" �Plan of Action� to achieve a set of � HYPERLINK "http://www.unicef.org/wsc/goals.htm" �precise, time-bound goals�.





These goals included: 


Improving living conditions for children and their chances for survival by increasing access to health services for women and children 


Reducing the spread of preventable diseases 


Creating more opportunities for education 


Providing better sanitation and greater food supply; and protecting children in danger. 








How is India doing:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.unicef.org/specialsession/how_country/edr_india_en.PDF" ��http://www.unicef.org/specialsession/how_country/edr_india_en.PDF�
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Govt. of India scheme for education for all





A major initiative which the Government has announced is the Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA). 





The primary objective of this program is to provide


free and quality elementary education to all children by 2010. 





It proposes to cover all the districts in the country by the end of the Ninth Plan (2002) and, significantly, all existing schemes in the elementary education sector will become part of SSA.








Development Challenges: 





The proportion of GDP spent on education has declined from 3.65% in 1991 to 3.48% at the end of the decade. 





Public health care expenditures are 0.8% of GDP-a number that places India in the bottom 10% of all countries in terms of spending on health care











Of the 45,000 children working in the Sivakasi match factories in Tamil Nadu, 


nearly 90 percent are girls under 14 years.





�





Where the mind is without fear


And the head is held high


Where knowledge is free


… into that heaven of freedom


My father, let my country arise		


R. Tagore
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� HYPERLINK "http://www.ashanet.org/princeton/talks/AshaEastConf/" �


Asha East Coast Conference 2002


�


Asha-East Conference took place on August 24th & 25th, 2002, at Princeton.


 Representatives from the Asha chapters in the East coast of USA, including Asha Boston, CNJ, Cornell, Delaware, Mid Hudson Valley, NYC/NJ, Princeton, U.Penn, Washington DC and Yale attended the conference





Meeting minutes & issues could be seen at:


www.ashanet.org/princeton/talks/AshaEastConf/minutes.html





�


Gandhi day celebrations – Asha wide,Oct/5/02





Asha Boston volunteers volunteered at The Greenhouse School in Salem, Mass.�on Gandhi Day.   





The 11 volunteers from our chapter who participated in Gandhi Day painted walls, shelves, and helped make their paper products.





To me personally, just the simple act of being in a schoolroom made some kind of a connection to the work we do.  It felt good to participate in a school's�activity in some sense.  





I would highly encourage chapters to get involved in such local community schools.���Melli - annam38@yahoo.com�(Asha-MIT/Boston)




















Development Challenges 


40 percent of India’s women are literate compared to 64 percent of males 


43 percent of Indian girls attend primary school compared to 62 percent of boys 


There are only 93 women for every 100 men in India.  Almost twice as many girls die before the age of five than boys





 IIM Bangalore, honored Dr. Sandeep Pandey on Oct 28th, 02 inviting him for a talk 





Sandeep is emerging as a refreshing public figure with character and guts to take on mighty issues over and beyond education.  Sandeep stands out in the public arena with his integrity, commitment & vision.
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Asha wide conference is scheduled in December ’02 at Timbaktu, Andhra Pradesh.  The conference is yet another vehicle for creating an effective communication channel between multiple chapters throughout the world and grass roots work being done in India.  


Volunteers are welcome to attend the conference.





For a detailed description & agenda please visit:


Home: www.ashanet.org/bangalore/conf2002/index.html


�Agenda: � HYPERLINK "http://www.ashanet.org/bangalore/conf2002/agenda.html" ��www.ashanet.org/bangalore/conf2002/agenda.html�








Yale celebrates Gandhi Day:





The SEWA shipment has been in the works for over 2 years. The Gandhi Day computer drive for SEWA


went very well. 





A total of 54 Asha volunteers received, tested, tallied, wrapped, packed 188 CPUs and 152 monitors as�well as laptops, network hubs, hard disks, mice,


keyboards, power cables, serial cables, mouse pads, printers and scanners.  





The equipment was shipped to Gujrat.





"Ajay Dalmia" <ajaymona@yahoo.com>











General Funds – Projects voting results








�Over the past 6 months, an Asha wide voting process has determined the projects to which an amount of $100,000 would be disbursed.  





Here is the listing of the projects and the order of preference in the Asha wide vote.








 1.     Anandwan� 2.     MICDA� 3.     Jaher Fishery Project� 4.     Asha Fellowship Program� 5.     Bhagavatula Charitable Trust(BCT)� 6.     Sarada Kalyan Bhandar(SKB)� 7.     Save The Children Home (STCH)� 8.     Vasundhara's Eureka Hall� 9.     Avvaiyar Educational Resource � 10.    Legal Aid and Human Rights Center � 11.    Dhaba Project� 12.    Avehi-Abacus� 13.    Samaj Parivartana Samudaya(SPS)� 14.    Auroville Education Research(AERC)� 15.    Suvidya

















Development Challenges 





India has 30 percent of the world’s births, 


20 percent of the world’s maternal deaths, and 


25 percent of the world’s child deaths


		- UN General Report, India,  2000





We cannot waste our precious children. 


Not another one, not another day.


 It is long past time for us to act on their behalf.”�-- Nelson Mandela and Graça Machel





For more information contact Saikumar Chalasani (� HYPERLINK "mailto:chalasani@ivt.baug.ethz.ch" ��chalasani@ivt.baug.ethz.ch�). 


Further information about Asha Zurich is available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.ashanet.org/zurich" ��http://www.ashanet.org/zurich�.








Asha India Conference, December ‘02








Asha for Education


PO box 322


New York, NY 10040





To:
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