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$VKD��3DVW��3UHVHQW�DQG�)XWXUH
Dear friends,
Seven years have passed since we started our journey on the Asha freeway. We have
accomplished a lot in these short years. We are living proof that a group of people,
united by their commitment, can make a strong impact on basic education in India.
With every passing year we are gaining momentum through our remarkably creative
efforts.
Take a look at our web page and notice the number and nature of projects we are
working on today.  About 300 of us volunteers are involved in 30 projects all over
India! Together we are reaching out to children with the most challenging
backgrounds. Blind children, abandoned children, slum dwelling kids, children in
remote hills, tribal children, children of commercial sex workers, all receive our
care. By taking responsibility for their education we are sending a strong message
across the globe that there is hope for humanity.
Let us remember the driving force behind our positive results. Firstly, there is
outstanding personal leadership. This tells me that Asha’s heart is in the right place.
Asha volunteers comprise a progressive, global team with actions that transcend
borders.
Second, being an action group, we go one step beyond coming up with lofty ideas.
We go out and execute them. Thirdly, the Internet: like no other volunteer
generation before us we have a tool to network, integrate and direct our energies.
We are riding at the very forefront of the Internet wave. Our highly successful Work-
an-hour event is one stellar example that encompasses all of the above qualities.
As we welcome the New Year, I wish to give you my perspective on where we are
heading. Asha is now a fast growing non-profit organization beginning to receive
international attention. Next year, following the first All India Asha meeting on Dec
22nd, we will begin to work more closely with dedicated volunteers in India. This
will give a tremendous boost to our ability to find and monitor projects in India.
With many exciting new activities planned, the critical mass within Asha will
expand. Our collective decision making that involves each Asha member will further
strengthen and extend the freeway out into the future.
Thanks to every volunteer, visible and invisible, we are doing exceedingly well. Let
us continue on our journey along the Asha freeway.
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,QWHUHVWHG� LQ� $VKD� SURMHFW
DFWLYLW\"�SURMHFWV�KWPO�LV�WKH�SODFH
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HYHQWV"� �FKDSWHUBQDPH�FDOHQGDU
FDQ�PDNH�\RXU�OLIH�HDVLHU�
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The ghostly group at
Stanford’s Hal-
loween bash.  Vol-
unteers at Stanford
& Berkeley were
instrumental in
setting up the Asha
web site and in
getting Asha for
Education registered
as a non-profit
organization.

Melli, Srikanth and Vinay posing for a
photo at MIT. Vinay chairs the
monthly meetings, Srikanth and Melli
are active in the Projects & Strategy
groups. Along with Seattle, MIT is one
of the most organized Asha chapters.
A visit to the chapter web page makes
that evident. The Work an Hour
program originated at Asha MIT.

Shailen, the Ashanet web whiz at
Berkeley. Shailen maintains the
extensive Asha web pages and dreams
up new ways to leverage the power of
the Internet.

Vidhi, Sharmila, Mohan and Murali at work
during the annual India Day activities at
Madison. Volunteers sell Asha merchandize
(T-shirts, mugs) and raise awareness about
Asha and education at such events.

Aditi, Asha NYC/NJ’s youngest
member! She got a mention in the
local newspaper for asking her friends
to make donations to Asha in lieu of
birthday presents. She raised $600
from this unique fundraiser.

9ROXQWHHU�9LJQHWWHV

9ROXQWHHUV� DUH� $VKD·V
ELJJHVW� DVVHWV�� +XQGUHGV
RI� SHRSOH� IURP� GLIIHUHQW
SDUWV�RI�WKH�86�DQG�,QGLD
KDYH� PDGH� WLPH� WR� WDNH
VRPH�DFWLRQ�IRU�HGXFDWLRQ
LQ� ,QGLD�� 7KHLU� LGHDV�
HQHUJ\� DQG� FDQ� GR� VSLULW
KDYH�PDGH�$VKD�ZKDW�LW�LV
WRGD\�
9ROXQWHHUV� SHUIRUP� DOO

NLQGV� RI� IXQFWLRQV�� IURP� FUHDWLQJ� ZHE� SDJHV� WR� YLVLWLQJ� YLOODJH� VFKRROV� LQ
,QGLD�� IURP� NHHSLQJ� WUDFN� RI� ILQDQFHV� WR� FRRNLQJ� IRRG� IRU� HYHQWV�� 0RVW
LPSRUWDQWO\�� WKH\� HQMR\� YROXQWHHULQJ� DQG� DOZD\V� KDYH� IXQ� ZKLOH� GRLQJ� WKH
ZRUN�� 3OHDVH� FRQWDFW� \RXU� ORFDO� FKDSWHU� LI� \RX� ZLVK� WR� EHFRPH� DQ� $VKD
YROXQWHHU�

'HSHQGLQJ�RQ� \RXU� LQWHUHVW� DQG� IUHH� WLPH�� \RX� FDQ�HQOLVW
IRU�DQ\�QXPEHU�RI�$VKD� ´HPSOR\PHQWµ� RSSRUWXQLWLHV��2QH
WLPH�YROXQWHHU�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�DERXQG�DW�IXQGUDLVLQJ�HYHQWV�
:H�DOZD\V�QHHG�SHRSOH�WR�PDQ�$VKD�ERRWKV�DW�HYHQWV��RU
WR�KHOS�VHOO�WLFNHWV��SXW�XS�IO\HUV�DQG�FRRN�VHUYH�IRRG�
<RX�FDQ�SXW� \RXU� 35� VNLOOV� DW�ZRUN�E\� EHLQJ� D� OLDLVRQ� IRU
ORFDO� 79�5DGLR� VWDWLRQV� DQG� SULQW� PHGLD�� <RX� FDQ� KHOS

VSUHDG� $VKD·V� PHVVDJH� RI� KRSH� WR� D� PXFK� ZLGHU� DXGLHQFH� E\� GRLQJ
IHDWXUH�VWRULHV�DERXW�$VKD�
0RVW� $VKD� FKDSWHUV� DUH� QRW� HQWLUHO\� ,QGLD�FHQWULF� LQ� WKHLU� RXWORRN�
7KH\� DOVR� EHOLHYH� LQ� KHOSLQJ� WKH� ORFDO� FRPPXQLW\�� &RPSXWHU� OLWHUDF\
SURJUDPV� UXQ� E\� RUJDQL]DWLRQV� VXFK� DV� 1(7'$<� FDQ� KHOS� SXW� \RXU
FRPSXWHU�VNLOOV�WR�XVH��$�YDULHW\�RI�VWXGHQWV�QHHG�WUDLQLQJ�IRU�EDVLF
DSSOLFDWLRQV�VXFK�DV�:RUG�DQG�([FHO�
<RX� FRXOG� YLVLW� $VKD� SURMHFWV� LQ� ,QGLD� DQG� PHHW� WHDFKHUV�� FKLOGUHQ�
SDUHQWV� DQG� DGPLQLVWUDWRUV�� WKXV� SURYLGLQJ� XV� ZLWK� ILUVW� KDQG
LQIRUPDWLRQ�RI�SURMHFW�DFWLYLWLHV�DQG�SURYLGLQJ�\RX�ZLWK� DQ� RSSRUWXQLW\
WR�JHW�DFTXDLQWHG�ZLWK�WKH�SURMHFW�EHQHILFLDULHV�
2QH�RI�WKH�ELJJHVW�WDVNV�EHIRUH�$VKD�FKDSWHUV�LV�IXQG�UDLVLQJ��<RX�FDQ
H[SDQG� WKH� GRQRU� EDVH� E\� HVWDEOLVKLQJ� UHODWLRQVKLSV� ZLWK� WKH� ORFDO
FRPPXQLW\�RU�ZRUN�ZLWK�ORFDO�8QLWHG�:D\�DJHQFLHV�DQG�VHW�XS�GRQDWLRQV
WKURXJK� SD\UROO� GHGXFWLRQV�� 'RQRU� UHODWLRQV� LV� DQRWKHU� DUHD� ZKHUH
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The group at LA after
a productive meeting!
Asha LA came up
with the revolutionary
Asha Star concept.

Holding the banner
aloft at the annual
India Day parade in
New York.

WANTED!
Someone with good writing skills to prepare the Asha FAQ list (~25 hours total).
Web designers to work on the Ashanet projects page. (~50 hours initially, 1 hour/week after that).
Please send us an email at comments@ashanet.org if you’re interested in these (or any other) positions.

Located at Nedumbaram and Arungulam villages outside
Madras, the CDDP project runs an evening school for
children who rear cattle during the day.  For most of the
children, this is their first exposure to a school.

YROXQWHHUV�DUH�ZHOFRPH��:H�QHHG�SHRSOH�ZKR�FDQ�FRPSLOH�IXQGLQJ�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DQG�SHULRGLFDOO\�XSGDWH�GRQRUV�ZLWK�$VKD
QHZV�
<RXU� FUHDWLYLW\� FDQ� EH� SXW� WR� XVH� LQ� GHVLJQLQJ�7�VKLUWV�� FDOHQGDUV� DQG� RWKHU�$VKD�PHUFKDQGL]H�� <RX� FRXOG� DOVR� KHOS
SUHSDUH� SXEOLFLW\� PDWHULDO� VXFK� DV� EDQQHUV�� EURFKXUHV� DQG� IO\HUV�� 2UJDQL]LQJ� WDONV� E\� YLVLWLQJ� DFWLYLVWV� DQG� VRFLDO
ZRUNHUV�KHOSV�UDLVH�DZDUHQHVV�LQ�WKH�ORFDO�FRPPXQLW\��,Q�VKRUW��WKHUH�DUH�D�ZLGH�YDULHW\�RI�FKRLFHV�EHIRUH�\RX��DOO�\RX
QHHG�WR�GR�LV�WR�JHW�LQ�WRXFK�ZLWK�\RXU�ORFDO�$VKD�FKDSWHU�DQG�LQYROYH�\RXUVHOI�LQ�RXU�DFWLYLWLHV�

�����3URMHFWV�2YHUYLHZ
7KLV� \HDU�� WKH� YDULRXV� FKDSWHUV� RI�$6+$� VXSSRUWHG� D� YDULHW\� RI� SURMHFWV� IRFXVVHG� DW� SURYLGLQJ� EDVLF� HGXFDWLRQ� WR
FKLOGUHQ�� 7KH\� DUH� YDULHG� LQ� WHUPV� RI� OHYHO� RI� HGXFDWLRQ� �� IURP� HOHPHQWDU\� VFKRROV� IDFLOLWDWLQJ� EDVLF� OLWHUDF\� WR
WHFKQLFDO�LQVWLWXWHV�IRU�YRFDWLRQDO�VNLOOV���DQG�UHDFK���XQGHU�SULYLOHJHG�FKLOGUHQ�LQ
UHPRWH� UXUDO� DUHDV� WR� WKRVH� LQ� VOXPV� ZLWKLQ� EXVWOLQJ� PHWURSROLV�� $ORQJ� ZLWK
SURPRWLQJ� EDVLF� HGXFDWLRQ�� DVVRFLDWHG� LVVXHV� SHUWDLQLQJ� WR� FKLOGFDUH� VXFK� DV
KHDOWK�� QXWULWLRQ� DOVR� UHFHLYHG� DWWHQWLRQ�� 6RPH� RI� WKH� SURMHFWV� DGGUHVVHG� WKH
VSHFLDO� QHHGV� RI� SK\VLFDOO\� DQG� PHQWDOO\� KDQGLFDSSHG� FKLOGUHQ� DQG� FKLOGUHQ� RI
PLJUDQW�ZRUNHUV��7KH� HIIHFWLYHQHVV� RI� WKHVH� HIIRUWV�ZDV� HQVXUHG� E\� D� FDUHIXO
VWXG\� RI� WKH� QHHGV� RI� WDUJHWHG� PLOLHX�� FORVH� FRRUGLQDWLRQ� ZLWK� JUDVVURRWV
RUJDQL]DWLRQV�DQG�PHDVXUHG�GLVEXUVHPHQWV�RI�DOORFDWHG�IXQGV�

2XU�UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�VRPH�RI�RXU�HDUOLHU�SURMHFWV�ZDV�VWUHQJWKHQHG�E\
PHDQV� RI� FRQWLQXHG� SDUWLFLSDWLRQ� DQG� LQWHUHVW� LQ� LWV� VXFFHVV�� 1HZ� PHWKRGV� RI
VXSSRUW� ZHUH� H[SORUHG� IRU� FKLOG� OLWHUDF\� DFWLYLWLHV� WKDW� IRUPHG� SDUW� RI� PXOWL�
IDFHWHG�FKLOG�GHYHORSPHQW�SURJUDPV�FDUULHG�RXW�E\�FROODERUDWLQJ�1*2V��6RPH�RI
WKH�SURMHFWV�LQYROYH�FRRSHUDWLRQ�ZLWK�RWKHU�VRFLDO�VHUYLFH�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�LQ�WDFNOLQJ
UHODWHG�LVVXHV�RI�FKLOG�ODERU�DQG�SUREOHPV�IDFLQJ�WKH�JLUO�FKLOG�

$OO�WKH�SURMHFWV��LUUHVSHFWLYH�RI�LWV�VL]H�DQG�JHRJUDSKLF�ORFDWLRQ��DUH�D�UHVXOW�RI�SHUVRQDO�LQYROYHPHQW��FDUHIXO
HYDOXDWLRQ��DQG�FORVH�PRQLWRULQJ�E\�QXPHURXV�GHGLFDWHG�$VKD�YROXQWHHUV�
%DVLF�(GXFDWLRQ
(QDEOLQJ� FKLOGUHQ� WR� GHYHORS� WKH� VNLOOV� RI� UHDGLQJ�� ZULWLQJ� DQG� NQRZOHGJH� RI
QXPHUDF\� DQG� EDVLF� VFLHQFHV� IRUPHG� D� PDMRU� JRDO� RI� PRVW� RI� RXU� SURMHFWV�
7KLV� LQYROYHG� GHYHORSPHQW� RI� VFKRRO� LQIUDVWUXFWXUH�� SURYLVLRQ� RI� VXSSOLHV�
HGXFDWLRQDO� DLGV�� DQG� DW� WLPHV� GHVLJQLQJ� FXUULFXOXP� IRU� FKLOGUHQ�� $ORQJ� ZLWK
HGXFDWLRQ��WKH�KHDOWK�DQG�QXWULWLRQDO�QHHGV�RI�WKH�WDUJHWHG�FKLOGUHQ�ZHUH�DOVR
PHW�E\�PHDQV�RI�PLG�GD\
PHDOV� DQG� KHDOWK� FKHFN�
XS�VFKHPHV�
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The Vigyanvahini Project runs a mobile
science laboratory to demonstrate
scientific experiments to students in the
rural and backward areas of Maharashtra.

The Neelbagh residential school in Bangalore
provides children of migrant families a good
environment to grow in along with good education,
food, medicare and a caring staff to nurture them.

Project Prerana provides impetus to the process of
setting up Government schools in school-less
villages in Raichur district, Karnataka. The project
involves 12 villages and educates 2,000 children.

1RQ�IRUPDO�(GXFDWLRQ
0DNLQJ�HGXFDWLRQ�UHOHYDQW�WR�WKH�UXUDO�FRQGLWLRQV�ZLWK�DQ�RSWLPXP�XVH�RI
VFDUFH� UHVRXUFHV� KDV� OHG� WR� WKH� GHYHORSPHQW� RI� QRQ�IRUPDO� WHDFKLQJ
PHWKRGV��7KH�HQWLUH�V\OODEXV�DQG�WHDFKLQJ�PHWKRGRORJ\� LV� WDLORUHG� WR�WKH
QHHGV� RI� WKH� ORFDO� SRSXODFH�� .QRZOHGJH� LV� LQFXOFDWHG� QRW� E\� URWH� EXW� E\
FRPSUHKHQVLRQ��&ODVVHV�DUH�KHOG�DW�FRQYHQLHQW�WR�FKLOGUHQ�ZKR�FRPH�IURP
SRRU� IDPLOLHV� LQ� WKH� YLOODJHV� �HJ�� IDPLOLHV� RI� ODERUHUV��� &XOWXUDO� VNLOOV� OLNH
PXVLF�� GUDPD�� GDQFH� HWF�� DUH� DOVR� HPSKDVL]HG� LQ� DGGLWLRQ� WR� QHFHVVDU\
UHDGLQJ� DQG� ZULWLQJ� VNLOOV�� 7KH� JRDO� LV� WR� PRWLYDWH� WKH� FKLOGUHQ� DQG� KHOS
WKHP�GHYHORS�WKHLU�WDOHQWV�DQG�LQWHUHVWV��7KH�VXFFHVV�RI�VXFK�PHWKRGV�RI
HGXFDWLRQ� FDQ� EH� VHHQ� LQ� $VKD� VXSSRUWHG� SURMHFWV� DW
7LUXYDQQDPDODL�6DPEXYDUD\DU�� 71� DQG� $QGKDUPDQLN�� :%�� )RU
VSDVWLF� FKLOGUHQ�� SROLR� YLFWLPV�� GHDI� DQG� GXPE� FKLOGUHQ� RI� WKH
$SSURSULDWH�/HDUQLQJ�3URMHFW�LQ�%DQJDORUH��.DUQDWDND��QRQ�IRUPDO
HGXFDWLRQ�DOVR�LQFOXGHV�RFFXSDWLRQDO��SK\VLR���VSHHFK�DQG�VSHFLDO
WKHUDS\�

)DFLOLWDWLQJ�$FFHVV�WR�(GXFDWLRQ
7R�HQVXUH�HTXDO�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�RI�HGXFDWLRQ�WR�DOO��YDULRXV�HFRQRPLF��VRFLDO�DQG
JHRJUDSKLFDO� EDUULHUV� QHHG� WR� EH� RYHUFRPH�� )RU� WKH� FKLOGUHQ� RI� WULEDO
FRPPXQLWLHV� QHDU�:DGJDRQ�� 0DKDUDVKWUD�� D� KRVWHO� DWWDFKHG� WR� WKH� VFKRRO
KHOSV�WKHP�WR�IRFXV�DWWHQWLRQ�RQ�WKHLU�HGXFDWLRQ��ZKLFK�RWKHUZLVH�ZRXOG�QRW

KDYH� EHHQ� SRVVLEOH� JLYHQ� WKHLU
QRPDGLF� FRPPXQLW\� OLIHVW\OH�
,Q� WKH� /RNVKDOD� 3URMHFW� DW
+RVKDQJDEDG� GLVWULFW�� 03�
VXSSRUWHG� E\� $VKD� DQG

81,&()��ORFDO�FRPPXQLWLHV�DUH�PRELOL]HG�WR�LQIOXHQFH�WKH�JRYHUQPHQW�WR�RSHQ�VFKRROV�LQ�WKHLU�YLOODJHV��,Q�.XQWKLJUDP�
.DUQDWDND��62':$&�FRQGXFWV�WXWRULDOV�WR�PRWLYDWH�JLUOV�WR�VWD\�LQ�VFKRRO�DQG�DOVR�SURYLGHV�WKHP�LQIRUPDO�H[SRVXUH�WR
QXWULWLRQ�DQG�KHDOWK�FDUH�
&RPPXQLW\�,QYROYHPHQW
7KLV�\HDU��WKH�DFWLYH�LQYROYHPHQW�DQG�LQWHUHVW�RI�WKH�,QGLDQ�FRPPXQLW\
ZLWKLQ� WKH�86� LQ� SURPRWLQJ� HGXFDWLRQDO� HIIRUWV� LQ� ,QGLD� ZDV� VHHQ� LQ� D
JUHDWHU�QXPEHU�RI�SURMHFWV�EHLQJ�VXSSRUWHG�E\��$VKD�6WDUV���7KH��$VKD
6WDUV�� FRQFHSW� DIIRUGV� D� FRQYHQLHQW� PHWKRG� IRU� LQGLYLGXDOV� WR� VKDUH
WKHLU� NQRZOHGJH
DQG� ILQDQFLDO
UHVRXUFHV� LQ
WDFNOLQJ� VSHFLILF
HGXFDWLRQDO
SURMHFWV� LQ� ,QGLD�� 6XFK� SURMHFWV� HQDEOH� D� JUHDWHU� OHYHO� RI� SHUVRQDO
LQYROYHPHQW�DQG�LQWHUDFWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�WKH�GRQRUV�DQG�GLUHFW�EHQHILFLDULHV��7KLV�LQFUHDVHG�FRPPXQLW\�LQYROYHPHQW�KHOSV�LQ
WUDQVIRUPLQJ�FKLOG�HGXFDWLRQ�IURP�D�PLVVLRQ�VWDWHPHQW�WR�D�PRUH�SRWHQW��ZLGHVSUHDG�DQG�VXVWDLQLQJ�PRYHPHQW�

By the year 2000 every second illiterate person in the world will be an Indian.

:H�QHHG�\RX�
-RLQ�$VKD *LYH�$VKD 3DUWDNH�$VKD %X\�$VKD

%H�D�SDUW�RI�D�PRWLYDWHG
JURXS�RI�SHRSOH

<RX�FDQ�PDNH�WD[�H[HPSW
GRQDWLRQV�WR�$VKD

3DUWLFLSDWH�LQ�YDULRXV�$VKD
HYHQWV�DQG�VFKHPHV

%X\�$VKD�PHUFKDQGLVH
�FDOHQGDUV��PXJV�DQG�FDUGV�

Please contact your local ASHA chapter and find out how you can help. You can make checks payable to “Asha for
Education” and mail them to: Asha-Stanford, PO Box 9485, Stanford, CA 94309. 100% of your contributions go towards
supporting Asha projects in India. All administrative expenses are borne by ASHA volunteers.  Asha for Education is a non
profit organization.


