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Dear Friend,

The Asha Portland team would like to thank you for your continued support. The chapter’s success is a direct result of the contributions of funds and time from all our invaluable donors, sponsors and volunteers. 

As you may be aware, Asha's mission has changed over the past couple of years. We continue to target education of children as our primary focus but have extended our mission to addressing, whenever possible, other issues affecting human life such as health care, environment, socio-economic aspects and women's issues. We believe that providing a safe, healthy environment for a child is as important as education, hence Asha Portland has started supporting projects to that effect.

Asha Portland’s team of volunteers continues to grow and we strive to bring more fun and interesting events to you every year. Our team today constitutes 20 volunteers and we continued to organize many fund raising events like our annual Holi and Chaat Sale. This year we organized the fun All.Go.Rhythms music event that was a big success and we hope to make it an annual event with your support.

We continue to monitor our projects closely and conduct site visits before approving a project. Chapter volunteers do site visits to strengthen the relationships with our project partners in India and also to monitor progress of each project. We are planning to support a couple of new projects in 2006 that are currently under evaluation by Asha Portland’s volunteers. 
More details about the projects can be found at our website http://www.ashanet.org/portland. Our updated financials for the year 2005 will also be available shortly on our website.

There are several ways in which you can get involved - 

1. Continuing to support us at our events and spreading the word about Asha.

2. Donations. If you have been thinking of making a year-end donation, it's just a click away. You can donate online at http://www.ashanet.org/donate. Please remember to pick 'Portland' from the Chapter drop down list. 100% of your contribution directly goes towards the projects, since all administrative expenses are borne by Asha Volunteers.

3. Volunteering - actively helping us with events or even just helping us with PR material, website updates etc. If you wish to volunteer please email us at asha_pdx@yahoo.com

4. Buying Asha merchandise online at http://www.ashanet.org

We would also like to take this opportunity to let you know that we have the new 2006 Calendars for sale, they are available at Curry Leaf or with any Asha volunteer. 

We wish you all Happy Holidays and a wonderful New Year ahead.

You can also find this newsletter online in doc or pdf formats at http://www.ashanet.org/portland, click on the Newsletters link.

With regards

Asha Portland team
Asha’s Mission

· To provide education to underprivileged children in India. 

· To encourage the formation of various local groups across the world to reach out to larger sections of the population. 

· To support and cooperate with persons and groups already engaged in similar activities. 

· To raise the required human and other resources to achieve the group objectives. 

· To provide opportunities to individuals living outside India who wish to participate in Asha activities in India. 

· To address, whenever possible, other issues affecting human life such as health care, environment, socio-economic aspects and women's issues.

Asha Today 
· Today, Asha has over 66 chapters worldwide: 45 in US, 14 in India and 7 in Europe, Singapore and Australia. 

· Volunteers in each of these chapters take personal interest in identifying education-related projects in India, and supporting them through funds and other means.

· All Asha chapters work together to conduct nation-wide events like the Asha-Wide Conference, Work-An-Hour and the Asha India Conference.

Asha Portland 
· Asha-Portland chapter was formed in the fall of 1999 by a diverse group of professionals and students.
· The chapter aims to mobilize the communities and corporations in Portland to collectively support and provide financial assistance to grass-roots level educational movements in India.

Asha’s Future

In the future, Asha hopes to continue playing an important role in the socio-economic development of India. 
Asha's vision is to 

· Help India attain Universal Primary Education by 2047.

· To monitor at least one developmental project in every district of India by 2010.


Asha Portland’s Projects 
Mahila Action, Vishakhapatnam
Mahila Action (MA) is a non-profit organization in Vishakapatnam, Andhra Pradesh, which provides basic education to children living in slums. Currently MA is educating 34 children and the annual cost per child is approx $180. Asha-Portland supports this project on an ongoing basis by mobilizing funds which helps provide tuition fee, food, clothes and health care for the children.
Asha Portland’s contribution: $2000
Asha Samajik Vidyalaya, Rajatalab
Varanasi Sarees are made in most of the villages in Varanasi District. Due to poverty many people in this area get this work done from their children, which has deprived the children of basic education. As these children work during the day, basic education is taught from 6-9 PM. At present there are 11 such centers and around 400 children are receiving education.  
Asha Portland’s contribution: $3000

Tsunami Projects
Asha has actively raised funds for Tsunami relief. Asha India volunteers have also visited the Tsunami affected areas and participated actively in the rehabilitation of the affected areas. You can read more about the Tsunami relief work at the Asha website - http://www.ashanet.org/index.php?page=tsunami-relief
Asha Portland has supported a couple of Tsunami projects as well.
Tailoring Center - Tsunami project, Cuddalore, Tamil Nadu
Siddhamma is an Asha-Chennai volunteer and she has been working in the Cuddalore district for a number of years. She has been supported by Asha for a fellowship the past two years. Since the Tsunami, she has been working with the villagers - trying to get them relief and provisions. She has been involved with the local youth and children. The girls in Pillai Medu approached Siddhamma with the idea of tailoring centre for self-reliance. The government came forward to give a space for running the Centre. Arasakumari who is a councilor in this village has come forward to give training and embroidery for the affected girls to start a tailoring unit. In tailoring centre they wanted to set up a small library and recreation centre.

Asha Portland's Contribution: Rs.28000

Pamie.com - Tsunami project, Kancheepuram, Tamil Nadu
Pamela Ribon is an author who raises money to support one project every year through her Annual Book Drive. This year Pamie targeted Kancheepuram, a tsunami-ravaged village in India. Chandrika of Asha Portland and Sanjay of Asha Dallas worked with Pamie to co-ordinate the relief effort to raise funds for the Kancheepuram project. From http://www.pamie.com/bookdrives.html - " In less than three weeks we sent every child in Kancheepuram back to school with all of the supplies needed. That's $11718. 2400 children were supplied with backpacks, pencils, books and uniforms, all because of a little help from the kind-hearted people of the Internet."
Total funds raised: $11718

Projects under review/approved for 2006
Sri Shiridi Sai Baba School, Guntur , Andhra Pradesh
Sri Shiridi Sai Baba school supports students who are blind, handicapped, orphans and poor children living in and around that area. The school provides free boarding, lodging to poor students and orphans. This is the only school in the area to provide braille education for the blind. Besides providing basic education, the school also encourages extra-curricular development of the children.  The interested children are sent to the Government Music College to learn vocal/instrumental music. Three boys have completed 4 year certificate course in Mridangam and one girl has completed a 4 year course in vocal music.

Asha Portland's contribution - $2500 for 2006

Krishi Bharti Project, Barabanki, Uttar Pradesh
This 4-year project is targeting poor farmers, mostly women in the villages of Trivediganj block of Barabanki district 50 kilometers from Lucknow, UP. The project will alleviate poverty of these farmers by organizing them into Self Help Groups (SHGs) and providing education and training. Each SHG is made up of 16-20 families and every village has 2-3 SHGs each. The SHGs will pool in their resources to provide loans for members to support their emergency needs as well as for 

buying equipment for improving agricultural production. Krishi Bharti will facilitate formation of the SHGs, train their leaders, provide seed money for loans and provide training in two areas - functional literacy such as basic arithmetic skills and preventive health such as child birth. Initially the project will support 5 villages but it will grow to cover more villages over time. The goal of the project is to increase the productivity of these farmers by up to 100%. Asha Portland members have voted to support the project in its first year. 

Asha Portland's contribution: $3500 for 2006
Got Project?

You do not have to be a volunteer to propose a project for funding. If you have a project that you think can be funded by Asha, please use our Project Proposal Form available at our website at and email it to us at asha_pdx@yahoo.com. You can then attend one of our meetings to present more details about this project and we will arrange for a site visit before approving the project for funding.
Site Visits

Even if you do not volunteer with Asha Portland, you can help us monitor progress of our projects in your hometown if we have one. If you are interested, please email us at asha_pdx@yahoo.com and we will be happy to walk you through the process of a site visit.
Asha Portland Fund-Raising Events in 2005

· Choti si Asha

· Holi

· All.Go.Rhythms
More info at http://www.ashanet.org/portland, click on the Events link.

Miracles cannot solve the problem…
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…Together we can!
How can you help us?

Support your local Asha chapter

· We appreciate your continued support through the years and we hope for the same in future. Do continue to support us at our annual events and with your generous donations.

Make a pledge

· It takes only $25 to educate a child in India for a year, so any amount of money that you can donate will be valuable to us. Do take a look at the 'Support A Child' projects at - http://www.ashanet.org/index.php?page=sac - for more info.
· 100% of your contribution directly goes towards the projects, since all administrative expenses are borne by Asha Volunteers.

· You can donate online at http://www.ashanet.org/donate 

Become a member

· We hold meetings regularly in the Portland area. Send us an email to asha_pdx@yahoo.com to find out our next meeting time and venue. 
· Volunteers can also help monitor projects when they visit India

· To get involved with the Portland chapter activities, please visit our website at http://www.ashanet.org/portland 
Spread the Word

· If you know of people who might be interested, tell them about us 


Education unlocks the door…





...You have the key     





http://www.ashanet.org/portland





Asha Donation Form





You can also make an online contribution at � HYPERLINK "http://www.ashanet.org/donate" ��http://www.ashanet.org/donate� 





I am enclosing:


___$50   


___$100 


___$150   


Or $______








Name: ______________________________________





Address: ____________________________________





____________________________________________





Phone: (______)-______-______





Email: ______________________________________





Suggestions / Comments ____________________________





___________________________________________________





___________________________________________________





___________________________________________________





___________________________________________________





___________________________________________________





___________________________________________________





___________________________________________________








100% of your contributions go in support of Asha’s projects in India.


Your contribution is tax-deductible under IRS 501(c) 3. 


Please make your checks payable to Asha for Education and mail it to: 








Asha for Education


15797 NW Wismer Drive


Portland, OR-97229











You can make a difference…


 ......You can help change lives








