Mahila Action Yearly Report

January 2004 to June 2004.

Visakhapatnam is the fastest growing city in Andhra Pradesh State and also the biggest industrial city between Kolkata and Chennai. It has a natural Port but, its surrounding areas are very backward and it is identified as a backward district. This area is surrounded by the Eastern Ghats and the Dhandakaranya forest, one of the biggest forests in India. The agriculture in this district is entirely dependent on rains. The rivers in this district are very small and seasonal. The main water source for the people is the stored water from the surrounding hills, which is entirely dependent on the rains.

The past few years this district was affected by drought affecting the agricultural activities and cattle have died in a large scale. The village people who have been living peacefully, began to migrate to the only nearby city, Visakhapatnam for their livelihood. The cost of living in this city is very high compared to other cities of the state. Due to continuous drought not only the village labor but also the farmer families began to migrate to Visakhapatnam for their livelihood. Simultaneously, the people from the neighboring southeast areas of Orissa state began to migrate here.

As a result, the slums in the city began growing very fast.  Previously there were some vacant places in the city where vast land were owned by the state and central governments and also by the famous Simhachalam Temple. But now due to the over population, the poor people are forced to settle themselves at the available vacant lands. As years passed they have settled there by doing something for their livelihood.

The slum areas developed due to the presence of market centers, industrial areas, transport centers etc. Every inch of the available land has been occupied by these people.  Problems like unemployment, crime, commercial sex workers, HIV \ AIDS, child labor, diseases etc. began to increase.

Mahila Action (MA) has been working in urban slum areas since 1994. In these urban slums MA worked for different causes like rehabilitation of child labor, starting schools for the children, and started self-help groups for their mothers and promoted the income generation programs to improve their family income. MA has successfully worked with 897 families and as a result, about 426 families started income generation activities like small petty business like small fast-food centers, selling fish, vegetables, fruits etc, ironing clothes, making and selling jute bags etc.

MAHILA ACTION has also taken up the responsibility of rehabilitating commercial sex workers and their children. In the beginning MA faced a lot of problems to get support for the children. Since Dec’ 2001 Asha Portland has been supporting MA.  In the first year Asha Portland supported 30 children and helped them attend the schools, by paying their tuition fees, buying them clothes, food grains, health care etc thereby preventing the children from child labor. We are fortunate to have Asha Portland’s continuous support to the children.

Project Activities:

· Established a center to run bridge courses and vocational training / skill development activities.

· Commenced regular classes for school dropouts and non-school going children. Brought them to a standard class and admitted them in a nearby regular school.

· Provided them nutritious and healthy food and taught them healthy habits.

· ‘MA’ is trying to solve the problems of mothers, girl child and child labor.

· Providing moral and economic support through different local linkage programs.

Utilization of Sponsorship amount:

· For school fees.

· Nutrition.

· Health.

· Family support.

· Tuitions.

· Recreation.

· Medicines.

· Miscellaneous

Achievements: From Jan’04 to Jun’04

With Asha Portland’s support ‘MA’ was able to rescue 30 children, and started a bridge course, and trained them by providing basic education and later joined them in regular schools.

Out of these 30 children 6 children are from the families of commercial sex workers. Through this program, we counseled and motivated them to attend the bridge course and now they are able to continue their studies. MA is supporting them using the funds from Asha Portland.

Meanwhile we are facing new problems i.e., forcible vacation of slum people by local Municipal Corporation in order to make Visakhapatnam beautiful. No doubt that beautification of the city is a positive development but unfortunately, this decision is making the poor slum dwellers lives miserable. Due to the unauthorized occupation, the poor slum dwellers of certain localities were forcibly vacated, were put into vans and dropped in certain unidentified areas. Unfortunately, these areas are almost the out skirts of the city which lacks the basic amenities like roads, water, houses, hospitals, and schools.

MAHILA ACTION is trying to help the children in these newly migrated areas with the support of Asha Portland. To start with, MA opened a small school with two teachers to teach bridge courses for the school dropouts, provided basic amenities and provided the children nutritious food. We felt this is a good beginning in this regard. Thanks to Asha Portland -- your help made these children to continue their education. In June 2004 we succeeded in joining these children into mainstream schools. We would like you to continue the support to provide the tuition fee, food grains, clothes and health care for these children.

At present in one of the out skirts area viz., ‘Sudda Gaddala’ situated at Madhurawada, where there is one Government school and we are utilizing their services. The children’s’ families are very poor and the parents are not able to feed their children. If we do not support these children they will become child laborers very soon.

