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Spread the word… 

If you cannot help us directly but know people who might

be interested, tell them about us. Encourage them to get involved.

Make our dream yours!
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News Letter 2004

Dear Friend,

Thank you very much for your support over the past year. The past year has been fruitful, as Asha Portland continued to establish closer ties with its project partners. The chapter’s success is a direct result of the contributions of funds and time from all our invaluable donors and volunteers. Our projects are delivering transformational services from basic education to rescuing the children of sex workers. Asha Portland today constitutes over 15 volunteers and continued to organize many fund raising events like Holi, Chaat Sale and some special events every year. We are also planning a fun-filled and educational event for kids in 2005. 

Chapter volunteers do site visits to strengthen the relationships with our project partners in India. We are planning to support a couple of new projects in 2005 that are currently under evaluation by Asha Portland’s volunteers.

Our mission at Asha is to catalyze socio-economic change in India through education of underprivileged children. 

Our objectives are: 

· To provide education to underprivileged children in India

· To encourage the formation of various local groups, both in India and U.S., to reach out to larger sections of the population. 

· To support and corporate with persons and groups already engaged in similar activities. 

You can make a difference. You can help change lives. 

With your support, we can help people who are struggling today, and help Asha in solving India’s toughest problem. We invite you to join us in giving to Asha, and help change lives. 

Best regards, 

Chandrika Nimmagadda , Project coordinator 


Miracles cannot solve the problem…

…together we can!

Asha Today
· Asha's focus of basic education for children has galvanized a number of volunteers across many cities of the US. Today, Asha has over 66 chapters worldwide: 45 in US, 14 in India and 7 in Europe, Singapore and Australia. 

· Volunteers in each of these chapters take personal interest in identifying education-related projects in India, and supporting them through funds and other means.

·  All Asha chapters have a high degree of freedom in their activities. However, there is also a good deal of co-operation among chapters and volunteers across chapters. 

· This co-operation is evident in the joint ownership of projects across chapters, formation of focus groups across chapters, cross-chapter discussion on issues of interest, national level events like the Asha-Wide Conference, Work-an-hour and Asha India Conference.
                    Education unlocks the door...

Asha’s Future

In the future, Asha hopes to continue playing an important role in the socio-economic development of India. Asha's vision is outlined below:

· 2047: Universal Primary Education in India 

· 2010: At least one developmental project in every district of India 

Asha Portland’s Projects:

· Mahila Action (Ma): is a non-profit organization in Vishakapatnam, Andhra Pradesh, which provides basic education to children living in slums. Ma is educating 34 children. The annual cost per child is approx $180. Asha-Portland’s 2004 Commitment: Continue to support to provide tution fee, food, clothes and health care for the children.

· Asha Samajik Vidyalaya, Rajatalab: Varanasi Sarees are made in most of the villages in Varanasi District. Due to poverty many people of this area get this work done from their children. Hence these children get deprived of their basic education. Due to their day jobs these children cannot attend to the day schools. Basic education is given from 6 PM to 9 PM to these children. At present there are 11 such centers and around 400 kids are receiving education.  Asha Chicago has been supporting this project for the past 3 years. In 2004, Asha Portland collaborated with Asha Chicago to help to build a school in Rajatalab. Asha Portland’s contribution: $3000
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How can you help us?

Make a pledge

· It takes only $25 to educate a child in India for a year so any amount of money that you can donate will be valuable to us. 

· 100% of your contribution directly goes towards the projects, since all administrative expenses are borne by Asha Volunteers. 

Become a member

· We hold meetings regularly in the Portland area. Send us an email to asha_pdx@yahoo.com to find out our next meeting time and venue. 

· Aside from assisting in fundraising and project administration, volunteers can help monitor projects when they visit India

· To get involved with the Portland chapter activities, please visit our website at, http://www.ashanet.org/portland
Asha Contribution Form





I am enclosing:


 ____$50   ____$100 ____$150   Or   $______


Name    : ______________________________________________





Address: ______________________________________________          





______________________________________________________       





Phone: (______)-______-______





Email: ________________________________________________





Suggestions / Comments? ________________________________





______________________________________________________





______________________________________________________





______________________________________________________





100% of your contributions go in support of Asha’s projects in India.


 Your contribution is tax-deductible under IRS 501(c) 3.


Please make your checks payable to Asha for Education –Portland and mail it to: 


 Asha for Education, 


15797 NW  Wismer Drive


Portland , OR-97229


     


      Make an online contribution at � HYPERLINK "http://www.ashanet.org/donate/" ��http://www.ashanet.org/donate/�
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