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Education’s purpose is to replace an empty mind with an open one.





-- Malcom Forbes
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Do what you can, with what you have, where you are.   –Theodore Roosevelt


Dear Friend:


According to the 2001 Census, 65 per cent of Indians are literate against 18 per cent in 1947. This is a significant achievement. But the big questions are:


Why is the drop out rate increasing? (38% dropout before fifth grade )


Why achievement levels in basic literacy skills continue to slide low?


Why female literacy still lagging male literacy?  38% to 66%


According to the World Bank, India lacks the basic framework to reach the goal of education for all by 2015.


Our Mission at Asha is to catalyze socio-economic change in India through education of underprivileged children. 





Our objectives are:


To provide education to underprivileged children in India. 


To encourage the formation of various local groups, both in India and U.S., to reach out to larger sections of the population.


 To support and cooperate with persons and groups already engaged in similar activities. 





You can make a difference. You can help change lives.





With your support, you can help people who are struggling today, and help Asha in solving India’s toughest problem. We invite you to join us in giving to Asha, and help change lives.





Best regards,








Chandrika Nimmagadda			


(Project Coordinator)			





� Contributions to Asha





 I am enclosing ___$50   ___$100 ___$150 or $____   to support the following Asha –Portland projects:


 __ Mahila Action   					 __ Bhagvatula Charitable Trust


  __ Bridge 					                __ All





Name    : __________________________________       Suggestions / Comments? ________________________


Address: __________________________________       _____________________________________________


__________________________________________       _____________________________________________





Phone: (___)-____-____		Email:____________________





100% of your contributions go in support of Asha’s projects in India and your contribution is tax-deductible under IRS 501(c) 3.


Please make your checks payable to Asha for Education –Portland and mail it to 


Asha For Education, 6298 NE Chestnut St, Hillsboro, OR 97124.											








Miracles cannot solve the problem…


Asha's focus of basic education for children has galvanised a number of volunteers across many cities of the US. Today, Asha has over 35 chapters in the US, India and other countries. 


Volunteers in each of these chapters take personal interest in identifying education-related projects in India, and supporting them through funds and other means.


 All Asha chapters have a high degree of freedom in their activities. However, there is also a good deal of co-operation among chapters and volunteers across chapters. 


This co-operation is evident in the joint ownership of projects across chapters, formation of focus groups across chapters, cross-chapter discussion on issues of interest, national level events like the Asha Conference and Work-an-hour. 


…Together we can!











Education unlocks the door...





Asha Portland’s Projects:


Bhagvatula Charitable Trust: Objective: To achieve Universal Elementary Education (UEE) in the three mandals of Vishakapatnam District. The trust operates 103 full day non-formal education centers each with a maximum strength of 50 children and 2 teachers. Asha-Portland 2003 Commitment: Support 1 school = $3000.00


Project Bridge: A new Asha initiative aimed at bringing Quality Computer Education to the students of the Olcott Memorial High School (OMHS), Chennai. OMHS was established in 1894 by theosophist Henry Steele Olcott. It provides free quality education and nutritious meals for over 700 children, both boys and girls. It also provides free books and uniforms to many of them. Asha is supporting OMHS in the construction of the computer center and procuring equipment. Asha-Portland 2003 Commitment: $2000.00


Mahila Action (Ma): is a non-profit organization in Vishakapatnam, Andhra Pradesh, which provides basic education to children living in slums. Ma is educating 34 children. The annual cost per child is approx $180. Asha-Portland’s 2003 Commitment: additional 20 children





…You have the key
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How can you help us?





Make a pledge


It takes only $25 to educate a child in India for a year so any amount of money that you can donate will be valuable to us. 


100% of your contribution directly goes towards the projects, since all administrative expenses are borne by Asha Volunteers. 





Become a member


We hold meetings regularly in the Portland. Aside from assisting in fundraising and project administration, volunteers can help monitor projects when they visit India. 


To get involved with the Portland chapter activities, please visit our website (� HYPERLINK "http://www.ashanet.org/portland/" ��http://www.ashanet.org/portland�). 





Spread the word.


If you cannot help us directly but know people who might be interested, tell them about us. Encourage them to get involved. 





Make our dream, yours!








Donate Online Today 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ashanet.org/donate/" ��http://www.ashanet.org/donate/�








