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PROJECTS

The year 2000 was a defining period for Asha-
Princeton. Several of the original founders of the
chapter either graduated from school or moved on
for professional reasons. New volunteers were
needed to continue to support our educational
projects in India.

Now, in its third year since inception, Asha-
Princeton has re-emerged as a team of dedicated,
talented and spirited volunteers committed to
addressing the dire problem of illiteracy in India.
New members have infused the chapter with
energy and rekindled our firm belief in the spirit of
volunteerism. There has never been a better time
to join the Asha-Princeton team!

In this issue, we give you an update on the various
projects we have been supporting and invite you
to join us for our fun-filled fundraising event in
April.

- Volunteers of Asha-Princeton

Asha-Princeton p resents

An evening of popular Indian music
on

Saturday, April 21, 2001
at

Crossroads Middle School
195 Major Road, Monmouth Junction, NJ

All proceeds go towards educational
projects for und erprivileged children in

Ind ia
Contact ashapr inceton@yahoo.com

Or, call (856) 642-1142

PACHE: Night Schoo ls for dropou t and
illi terate children

People's Association for Community Health
Education (PACHE) is a charitable trust working
on health education and awareness in the
Chellampatti block of Madurai district, Tamil Nadu.
Its goal to bring all drop-out and illiterate children
from ages 6 to 14 under the umbrella of night
schools, provide them with primary and life-
oriented education, and attain 100% literacy
among children in the target villages.

Asha-Princeton is currently working with
PACHE to make the night schools for dropout
children successful. Children who attend the
schools are taught based on the Non-Formal
Education program of the Government of Tamil
Nadu. Later, they will be eligible to attend regular
school starting at Class VI. Asha volunteers have
visited PACHE regularly over the past three years
and three volunteers from Asha-Princeton have a
personal involvement in this project.

Project Coordinator: Shankar Krishnan
Email: krishnas@research.att.com
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Asha-Princeton b elieves in working closely with worthy Non Governmental Organizations (NGOs) to
implement projects in a participatory manner and to forge long -term relationships. Towards this
ob jective, we carefully review the propo sals we receive, clarify all questions, and continually
collaborate with the NGO through d irect correspond ence as well as through regu lar visits either by
an Asha-Princeton volunteer or a trusted Asha contact in Ind ia.

Asha-Princeton is a chapter of Asha for
Education, a non-profit voluntary organization
dedicated to promoting basic education among
underprivileged children in India. Our aim is to
mobilize the local community to collectively
support and provide financial assistance to
educational projects at the grass-roots level in
India. Our driving force is the firm belief that
an educated population is the critical catalyst
for social and economic change in India, and
that each of us can make a difference.
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Khajurdaha (KNUC): Learn Tog ether
Teach Other Program

The Learn Together Teach Other (LTTO)
program started in 1996 with about 50 students.
Its aim is to provide primary education to the
illiterate and dropout children in the age group of
5-14, who come from families of small farmers and
landless laborers with income around Rs. 4000 to
8000/year. Formal education is being provided till
Class 4. The project has grown in size over the
past three years and currently serves 114 children.
The education provided goes beyond formal
education and emphasizes developing cognitive
skills in art, crafts, and hygiene.

Asha-Princeton is currently supporting the
educational expenses, books, supplies and regular
health check-ups for the children of Khajurdaha
village and salaries for teachers. In 1999-2000, we
contributed to the construction of a much-needed
classroom, tube-well and restrooms. Paula
Banerjee and Shanmuga Subramanian of Asha,
recently visited this project.

Project Coordinator: Sridhar Desikan
Email : sridhar_desikan@hot mail.com

Vasundh ara: Science on Wheels
Project

The motivation behind Vasundhara’s Science
on Wheels program is to promote science
education through development of logic,
systematic observation and experimentation. It
seeks to make learning science an enjoyable
experience, help students learn analytical thinking
and encourage them to question the world around
them. In 1999-2000, the Science on Wheels van
visited 60 schools twice a year; around 12,000
students were benefited from the program.

A new initiative started by Vasundhara in 2000
is a consecutive 7-sunday Science Course where
children can participate in science experiments
that are not feasible - a Science-on-Wheels like
mobile-laboratory set-up - activities that involve
large, fragile models etc. This will be held for two
sessions per year: June through October, then
November through April. This is a local volunteer-
run program and 6 recent graduates have
volunteered so far. Vasundhara was visited in July
2000, by Rohini Gupta.

Project Coordinator: Rohini Gupta
Email: rohinigupta@ieee.org

Nalamdana

Nalamdana’s educational program, introduced
in 1995, consists of scholarships that are awarded
to students selected from economically challenged
communities, who show academic promise,
leadership ability, initiative and a yearning to
improve the condition of their communities.

Nalamdana provides these students with financial
assistance that enables them to complete their
formal education, as well as workshops and
programs that expose them to career
opportunities, role models and new perspectives
on a range of social and political issues.

Asha-Princeton evaluated Nalamdana’s
educational scholarship project in mid 1999,
obtained feedback and initial clarifications from
them before approving the project for funding. Site
visits were made in November ‘99 and July ‘00 by
Giridhar Krishnan. Our commitment to Nalamdana
includes funding from both corporate and private
sponsors in New Jersey for an annual amount of
$2800 that covers tuition, books and bus passes
for 8 scholars, workshops for overall growth
through extra-curricular development and summer
classes to elevate their English fluency.

Project Coordinator: Giridhar Krishnan
Email: the_grooviest@hotmail.com

FODRA: Remedial Education Program

Asha-Princeton continues to support the
Remedial Education project being implemented by
the Fountain of Development Research and Action
(FODRA), NGO active in the semi-urban, low-
income migrant clusters in Delhi such as the slums
of Pratap Nagar in East Delhi. These centers
provide tuition and homework help to improve the
performance of students. The objective is to
increase their interest in schooling and reduce the
dropout rate.  Around 50 students in the age group
of 8-14 attend the centers.

The project was recently visited by Amrish
Garg and Madhav Acharya from Asha-Princeton.
Asha-Princeton is working with FODRA to develop
a feedback questionnaire to evaluate the
effectiveness of the project over the years. An
important goal is to engage the parents of the
children and obtain their feedback on the
effectiveness of the program.

For details, visit the Asha-Princeton website
and follow the links for Our Projects à  FODRA.

Project Coordinator: Madhav Acharya
Email: mxachary@yahoo.com
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