SITE VISIT – Vatsalya Trust (March 2010)
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I visited Vatsalya trust on 25th March 2010. Shown above is a picture of the facility at Kanjur Marg location. The premises were very clean and well maintained. I visited the location along with my mother. We had to leave our sandals outside the building entrance so as to not dirty the building.  

We met Mr. Mulye who is on the board of trustees. He is a retired bank officer and is donating all his time now for this good cause. He was very helpful and honest about all the information that I requested. I informed him that progress report was pending for 3 kids that we had supported. He informed me that the reason was that the school year ends in March and hence they would get their updates from the special school teachers at the end of Mach. He also promised to email it to me as soon as it was available.
Vatsalya trust is hoping to expand their activities and facilities for helping and treating disabled kids. In order to do that they are trying to secure land adjacent to their facility and build a structure to house the ‘Aakar project’ They hope to have state-of-the-art treatment and therapy facilities in this center. Right now space is the limiting factor for reaching out to more children. They hope that the newer facility can help them offer these treatments to a lot more children in the area who cannot afford these elsewhere. However, he told me how they are facing some difficulties due to red tape and bureaucracy. Some lawyers are donating their services to help Vatsalya trust to work through some of these issues. Once they are awarded the land by the government, they will start construction immediately.

  After some more discussions, Mr. Mulye put me in touch with Miss Archana who took us around the facility in order to interact with some of the children.  I first visited a room where the teachers were helping the kids with their homework. It had a nice table and chair arrangements where the girls were studying. The walls were covered with brightly covered educational material. The girls were very well mannered and told me what they were studying.  Below is a picture of the room.
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 Next, we went to meet some of the kids who are being supported by Vatsalya Trust. These kids are orphans with some disabilities and the trust bears all their costs with respect to their daily sustenance and treatment. Several nannies were dedicated to taking care of these children. They were looking after them and also teaching and playing with them. They are employed by the trust in order to look after the children.
First I met Vishwas. He has Quadriplegic Cerebral palsy. Below are some pictures of Vishwas. He was a really sweet kid and was excited when I went to meet him. He was very receptive to verbal suggestions by the nanny and was smiling when I spoke to him and took pictures. 
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I also got an opportunity to meet Sujit and Sameer. Sujit has delayed milestones and Sammer has been diagnosed with Autism. Sujit seemed like a very quite and sweet kid. He was happy to see his pictures that I showed him on my digital camera. He had a very sweet smile. Below is a picture of him with the nanny. Sameer is in the group picture. Sameer had a lot of energy and wanted to run around and play in the room. The nannies were very patient with these kids and very loving. 
[image: image4.jpg]



[image: image5.jpg]



Next I visited the small kids (2-3 year olds) who were enjoying their play time. They were being supervised by their nanny). They were very active and came running to the door when we got there.
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There were a few older kids who were back from school and wanted to pose with their imaginary swords. They were very smart and the oldest one came running to me as soon as I clicked a picture to take a look at how he looked. He knew that we could do that on a digital camera.
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Next I met Adesh. Adesh has slight speech problem.  I got a picture of him with the teacher there. 
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Here is a picture of the computer room in the facility. They offer computer training at subsidized/ no cost to deserving students who can’t afford training outside. 
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I also visited the Aakar center. I spoke to the physiotherapists and occupational therapists. They were very well trained and dedicated. The Aakar center treats disabled kids from the orphanage as well as from outside. Below is a picture of the therapist teaching co-ordination activities to a kid.
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Here are some more pictures of the Aakar facility and the doctors helping the kids overcome their disabilities. They were very nice with the kids and very encouraging. They also told me that they are eagerly waiting for the expansion of the facility so they can help a lot more kids. They are very limited by the space they currently have. 
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I had a very nice time visiting the facility. The management is very honest and cordial. They are very open about their functioning. It was really touching to see how far reaching the effect of our efforts was. I was very glad to see that our funds are being put to good use and being handled by very honest and conscientious folks who are motivated and driven about community service. I wish the Vatsalya trust family all the very best! 
