FAQ Sarva Vidya

1. How are the children chosen for the various programs? Are they from Chennai or are they from different villages? I have one information that says that the first batch of students were from villages like Thiruvannamalai, Chitoor etc. How did these students approach the organisation or how did the organsiation pick those students.
a. 1 year and 2 year program in nursing:
 For 1 year program, Ramakrishna Institution selects students from their own schools and give the list to Sarva Vidya. Another NGO known as SRS Sarvodaya selects students from the lower strata of society and approaches Sarva Vidya to sponsor the program by funding the same. 
For two year program Sarva Vidya coordinator (Thenmozhi) goes to the nearby villages (nearer to the Chennai city) and solicits the help of local self help groups in selecting suitable candidates. In addition to this, the coordinator conducts career guidance programs in selected schools. During this process, suitable candidates (poor) are available for one year program, they are also selected.
The following villages have been covered so far:

· Walaja (Govt. Girls Higher Secondary School) 

· VC Mottur

· Banavaram (Govt. Girls Higher Secondary School) 

· Kaveripakkam (Govt. Girls Higher Secondary School) 

· Iyempettaicheri

· Maduranthakam

· Chittamur
The above villages are within 100 KM radius from Chennai. The local Block Development Office at Maduranthakam is also being visited to seek the help of the teachers assembling here to get the list of students studying in their school. 
In addition to the above, Sarva Vidya participated in the SEVA MELA organized by Confederation of NGOs. The people who visited our stall approached us to join the program (Chittoor, Thiruvannamalai are examples)
b. 3 year nursing program:
The students are selected from the local schools. The selected students are poorest of the poor. About 9 students are sponsored so far.
c. 4 year nursing program:
Except 2 students (selected from local school), all are selected from a remote village in Southern Tamil Nadu. 

2. Once they come to Chennai for one year/2 year Nursing course, where do they stay? Does the 8000Rs scholarship cover some of their expenses in Chennai?
a. 1 year nursing program:
The students are supposed to undergo theory classes for three months. During this period, Sarva Vidya facilitates the hostel accommodation (free of cost). Due to cost consideration, we have shortened this period to three weeks only. As told earlier, Sarva Vidya does not charge any money for one year program. Sarva Vidya conducts this program in the premises given by Ramakrishna Institution. Sarva Vidya also facilitates in conducting this program through other agencies. If the course is conducted through agency like Redcross, Sarva Vidya pays 6,000 to 8,000 rupees per year per candidate, without getting any money from the candidates. 

After the theory program, the students are deployed in various hospitals for undergoing practical training. During this period, the hospitals are requested to accommodate these students. During the practical program, the student attends theory class at least for a day in a week. It may also be noted that during the practical program, Sarva Vidya ensures that the student gets a nominal sum (500 rupees) per month from the hospital for their expenses. The food is provided by Sarva Vidya free of cost during the theory period and during the practical training, the food is managed by the students (by joint cooking etc). 8000 rupees mentioned is course fees.

If the students are not taking the course from Red Cross..then what is the 8000Rs for?

Then this money is not required. Please see budget for in premises Nursing courses.
b. 2 year nursing program: 
The process is same, excepting that the theory is for a period of six months in each year. Once again, due to cost consideration, this is being done for a period of five to six weeks only as of now. 
What is the plan going forward? Where do they stay during the theory class period?
Depending on availability of funds we want to accommodate the students for theory classes from 3 months to 6 months. Please see budget for hostel expenses. Currently we are arranging for accommodation by renting a house and a cook for the theory period.
c. 3 year and 4 year program in nursing:
The students stay in the hostel provided by the college.  
3. What are the current organisations funding the programs?

Sarva Vidya is managed by individual donations. Ramakrishna Mission, Mylapore pays an amount of 7,500 per month. In addition to this, the fee collected from the students for the 2 year program (50% in most cases) is a source of income.  Brthya, the parent of Sarva Vidya gives the amount collected from donors for education purposes. Brthya gets its funding from individual donations. 

4. Do you focus only on girl children?

Sarva Vidya focuses on girl children. The motto of Sarva Vidya is “empower to enable the girl children to enable the society”. This is because of the fact Sarva Vidya is aware of the social issues surrounding the girl children in India, particularly the needy poor. If these children are not properly taken care of, they will be left behind and may end up in doing jobs like servant maids etc. Moreover, the girl children are more suitable for the nursing profession.
5. How do you choose children in Chennai schools for school scholarships? The schools mentioned arent the type that have children from totally backward communities. Please elaborate more on the scholarships.
Sarva Vidya has selected the following schools for the scholarship program:

· Sharada Vidyalaya Model Higher Secondary School, Chennai

· Sharada Vidyalaya Girls Higher Secondary School ( Main ), Chennai

· Sharada Vidyalaya Matriculation Higher secondary School, Madley Road , Chennai

· Avvai Home Girls Higher Secondary School, Adyar, Chennai

The list of students eligible for the scholarship is submitted to Sarva Vidya by the head of the schools based on the recommendations of the class teachers. These students are from the poor strata of the society. The above schools have children from the lower economic groups.

The children go through the interview process by the volunteers of Sarva Vidya. For example this year, some employees of Verizon Wireless wanted to participate by donating the amount and they nominated two of them to interview and select the candidates. The performance of the candidates is also monitored continuously. 

The case history of these students is collected by Sarva Vidya. 
6. The budget has 15000Rs for BSc nursing course for 10 students. What does this cover? Similarly for 3.5 year course.

3 year diploma program costs about 40,000 rupees per year per candidate and 4 year degree program costs about 70,000 rupees (per candidate per year) in one college and 1 lac rupees (per candidate per year) in another college. The above fees cover both tuition and hostel and other expenses. The benefit out of these courses are far more than for the students going thru I year and 2 year program. 

However, Sarva Vidya cannot afford to fund the entire fees as mentioned above. Hence initial money is funded by Sarva Vidya and the rest is arranged thru bank loans. While some banks offer loans for 3 year program, some banks refuse the loan for three year program.

All banks offer loan for the 4 year program. 

Sarva Vidya has helped:

St. Isabel, Chennai (3 year program – 1)

Keerthana Institute of Paramedical Sciences, Vellore (3 year program – 7)

Chettinad College of Nursing, Chennai (4 year program – 3)

Vel’s college of Nursing, Chennai (4 year program – 4)

It may be noted that the candidate at St.Isabel is fully supported; seed money is provided for students admitted in Chettinad and Vel’s college. For candidates studying in Keerthana institute, we fund from 10,000 to 12,000 rupees per candidate.   
7. All the programs conducted by Sarva Vidya: How are they recognised? What kind of degree do the students get? Are they recognised by the government? Can you show us some proof of those certificates?

1 year nursing program:

At the end of one year, Sarva Vidya issues a certificate under the name of Keerthana Institute of Paramedical Sciences, since the program is conducted as a franchise model. Keerthana Institute is recognized by nursing council. 

2 year nursing program:

After two years, the students have to undergo examination conducted by Central Govt. The students passing the exam are given certificate by Bharat Sevak Samaj, recognized by central Govt. This program is also conducted as a franchise model of Keerthana Institute of Paramedical Sciences.

3 year nursing program:

The candidates are given diploma certificates by the nursing council of India , recognized by India .

4 year nursing program:

The degree is awarded by the University.

The model certificate for 1 year and 2 year program attached.    
8. Except for the 4 year nursing course, do the students from other programs get employed only as home nurses? What are their other options?

Students coming out of 1 year and 2 year programs get employments in hospitals as nursing aids. After getting experience they go up in the ladder. In addition to this, the get employed as home nursing assistants and also in various homes. 

Since the nurse to population ratio is less in India, 1 year and 2 year educated candidates get good opportunities.

Three year and 4 year candidates get employment as regular nurses in hospitals and medical colleges and nursing colleges.
9. For the 4 year nursing course, if you are helping the students with educational loans, do they have the capacity to pay back once they get employed?

Yes. After the program, the candidates may get jobs fetching about 8,000 to 10,000 rupees per month. The banks give 5 year period to give back the loan.
Budget for conducting Nursing Courses under Sarva Vidya. 
(No Red Cross Collaboration) 

· One year nursing only: (Rupees)
Cost of the nursing instructors:         

6,000*2*12
= 1, 44,000

Cost of the accountant:                   

5,000*12
=     60,000

Cost of the coordinator                     

5,000*12
=     60,000

Hospital visits                                   

300*12
=      3,600

Telephone                                        

300*12
=      3,600

Books & Periodicals                          

200*12
=      2,400

Printing & Stationary                          

200*12
=      2,400

Cleaning the premises                        

500*12
=      6,000
Accommodating the students in the hostel for a period of at least 2 months (if not for three months) will cost 1,500 to 1,750 per month per student. For a batch of twenty students, the cost will be 20*1500*2 = 60,000. (It may be noted that the fee for a person in a typical hostel in Chennai will cost about 3,000 rupees per month per student).  We are proposing to help in having the dormitory type accommodation with the cooking facility provided. The premises for conducting the classes is provided by Ramakrishna Mission and the furniture have been arranged through contribution by individuals. 

Hence, the cost budget for the one year nursing course for a typical 20 person batch will be 3,42,000.
· One year nursing program & Two year nursing program together:

 

Cost of the nursing instructors:        
6,000*3*12 
=  2,16,000

Cost of the accountant:                    
5,000*12    
=      60,000

Cost of the coordinator                     
5,000*12    
=      60,000

Hospital visits                                    
500*12   
 =       6,000

Telephone                                         
500*12    
=       6,000

Books & Periodicals                          
300*12     
=       3,600

Printing & Stationary                           
200*12    
=       2,400

Cleaning the premises                        
500*12    
=        6,000

Uniforms                                          
400*40    
=        16,000

Exam fees                                        
800*20    
=       16,000

 

Accommodating the two year nursing students for a period of at least 4 months (if not for six months) will cost 20*1500*4 = 1,20,000.  (The cost of the one year program is 60,000 rupees as mentioned above)  

Hence the budgetary expenses for one year and two year put together (for 20 students in the one year program and 20 students in the two year program) will be the sum total of the above and is equal to 5,64,000 rupees.

 

4. The instructors working spend time in theory lessons, visiting hospitals and guiding the students.  

