IHRE : Impact Story : Karnataka Summer Camp (Letter from Dr.Monisha Bajaj)
I'm visiting schools in Karnataka at present for my research and yesterday visited a school where many of the children attended the summer camp that ASHA generously supported.  I just wanted to tell you some of the impact that camp made on the children.  We hadn't informed the school in advance we were coming, just the morning of, yet still when we reached the 12 or so kids from the school who attended the camp were wearing the hats and name badges they received at the camp.  When talking to them, they remembered each and every detail of the week (from the food to facilitators to the topics covered to the rooms) since they had never attended a summer camp before.  One boy related how he used to believe corporal punishment was a good thing, but after participating in a debate with other children, decided that it caused more harm than good.

The kids from this school came back so motivated that they even starting scouting out kids who had dropped out of school to start bringing them back.  In the few weeks since that camp, these children identified 2 boys who used to come to their school, but had dropped out (one aged 12 to work in a hotel as a bus boy from 7am-8pm daily for 500Rs per month, and the other also aged 12 working in a brick factory for 80 rupees per day).  They took the documents they received at the camp, told the boys' parents they'd inform the police if they didn't send the kids to school, raised money for these children's books and uniforms, and successfully brought these 2 back to school.  The boys were really happy to be back in school and said their parents were so touched that these children took so much effort that they were also pleased their children were back in school.  the kids even mentioned they've identified another boy who is working that they want to bring to school.  

I was pretty blown away by the immediate impact of this camp and wanted to let you know what ASHA funds are supporting.  Thanks again for your willingness to fund such important work!

- Monisha

