1.    What percentage (or actual numbers) of students are part of the Young Citizen's Human Rights Club beyond 9th grade in the different schools? 

HPT: As I had tried to make this clear to you in the proposal and the discussion , we tried taking this forward only last year and that too only in Tamilnadu as a pilot project. This was a long term plan and this was also a request made by students themselves who met in the year 2005 November on 26th when they asked the Special Representative of the UNHCHR from Geneva why we were not continuing their HRE classes after the class 8 !! It took us sometime to take a decision because just formally starting a club in all the schools where we had the program may not provide us the space to launch it the way we thought it should be. Hence the idea that we should engage in a pilot program last year – this was a pilot program for Tamilnadu and following this pilot program of last year, we shall also ensure that we move to more schools – in all the schools with 9th standard in the SC /ST schools in Tamilnadu this academic year 2009 – 2010. 

So to be more specific. We have initiated the clubs in the 25 schools in Tamilnadu – spread all over the state and they have a total number of about 2000 students .  
· 2000 students in 25 schools - all of whom have completed the 3 year HRE program - are now part of the 9th grade club. 
2.    Does the summer report talk of how the children who attended the summer program went back and changed how the club was designed and run in the schools ? How did you gauge the success of last year's summer program ? 

HPT: No. This report that you have been sent is only the report of the summer camp held last year and this is NOT a report of  the activities of the club during the year. There was a delay in the starting of the clubs in the state of Tamilnadu for many reasons and one of the reasons was that we had to also get formal permission from the government to start this to make sure that we were never found to be interfering in schools where we did not have a teaching program!! These are the difficulties that we have to face when we take up such programs with the government. 
The success of the program that has commenced this academic year – or to be more precise in most schools on the occasion of the Human Rights Day last year ( 10th Dec 2008) coinciding with the observance of the 60th Anniversary of the UDHR, is yet to be fully collated. From the stories that have reached our office and as far as they have been shared by our staff during the last few moths, it has been a very encouraging experience.  The clubs have all started having their own HR notice boards which they use extensively. We also have what we call a HR wall newspaper in some of the schools that are prepared by the students themselves. In addition to this there are a number of activities that the schools have engaged themselves which are primarily school based. A report shall be prepared at the end of the first academic year on this and then we shall be able to send this out to you.       
· We will get a sample HR wall newspaper 
· Forming a club requires government permission - there was delay in the process due to which the club started in Dec instead of June. 
· A report of the activities of the club during the year will be available in May/June.
3.    Can the impact stories from children be directly attributed to the Human Rights Curriculum and/or summer program ? 

HPT: The impact stories for the children is solely now attributable to the work of the HRE in schools program and not yet to the summer programs. However so far our
summer programs for teachers was one way of preparing them better to face the children and this has indirectly contributed to the awareness levels of the children whom they then teach in the class rooms. 
· We will get the reports for the summer programs for teachers.  The program has helped the teachers in deepening their understanding of concepts related to human rights hence enabling them to move the activities to the communities. 

4.    Is the HR curriculum / material part of the NCERT text books ? If not, is this separate material being taught at the Special Schools ? And do other Govt. schools have access to this material ?   

HPT: It should be made clear that we have our own curriculum that we have gradually and steadily prepared right from 1997. It was first prepared in Tamil and then has undergone change many a times – every year learning from the evaluations we receive from the teachers and students. It was then translated into English and we passed on the English version to the various states to come up now with versions in Hindi, Bengali, Oriya, Kannada, Malayalam, Telugu, and Gujarati. Now translations are going on in Marathi and also in the tribal languages of Khasi, Garo etc.     

This material is also worked upon by the curriculum development committees that we have in each of the states so that they are well adapted to  the respective state with local examples of stories and names etc. Our schools are largely government schools and hence in all these schools it is this material is what is used. Wherever we get invitations for initiating a program we pass on this material and we start with this. 
Our modules are found on the web site of People’s Watch .   
5.    Of the schools that IHRE works with, what % is Government schools and what % is private ? 

We have around 80% government schools and only 20% are private. 
6.    Of the students in the summer camp, (100 students) - what will the male-female ratio be ? 

We had 50% boys and 50% girls last year in the TN summer camp.  

 

7.    Were any alternatives to the summer program considered ? Like making it part of the 3 year (6-8) school work (having plays etc. in school) ? Is the primary value-addition that the children from diverse communities come together ? Or were there other reasons/criteria for the summer camps ? 

HPT: Well the long term ambitions of our IHRE is to ensure that HRE in finally integrated into all subjects for all students so that we do not need a class on HRE but all this content gets incorporated into the regular class subjects. However for that to take place the value of HRE has first to be recognized and hence we are going ahead with a ‘separate class for HRE approach’. The idea of the summer camps is not only to prepare them for this concept of human rights clubs but also an opportunity for children from diverse surrounding to come together. Our inspiration for this comes from our 8 years experience through our summer camps for children of victims or child survivors themselves - that we conduct every year. This year we are doing it for 500 children.  Also since most fo the children who come here are from really deprived families it builds in a lot of leadership skills also among them as future leaders. These are the children we shall also be following up to find out what has happened to them. 
· Thought process behind the summer program: 

· Initially the summer camp was just for teachers - and it was very useful (see question 3) 

· After finishing the program in 8th grade, the children complained about not having a program in 9th grade and onwards.  Since the government denied permission to continue the program in 9th grade, they came up with an idea to create a student-centered club in their schools.

· If the reports in May are positive, IHRE will try to approach the supreme court to make the summer program part of the 'human rights education' package - the govt is now thinking about having a human rights course as part of the curriculum. 

· The long term goal is to have a summer camp in each area, which may be run by the teachers.  The current format is a pilot/experiment to figure out what works and what doesn't - once this is accomplished, will look into moving it to local areas. 

· Summer camp for child survivors or children of victims has been very useful (some of the children went on to become lawyers and are now active within the organization).  

8.    You had mentioned that if IHRE had the bandwidth it would develop HR curriculum for 5th grades and lesser too. But do you see school drop-outs who don't even reach the 6th grade ? If so, are there any efforts to address this issue?  

HPT: We have not yet been able to address these sections because of the burden we face in stabilizing this program with the government. Once this achieved definitely there are many other groups of children that we will be addressing. 
9.    Since the HR material is part of the 6-8th curriculum, does the Government fund these 3 years or IHRE does ? 

HPT: So far the government has not been funding this program and it is our endeavour every year to also advocate this program. There are now indications at the national level that we could advocate that this is funded by the SSA. Efforts are on towards this happening. 

10. In terms of sustainable support, do you have other sources for future support as well ? 

HPT: The most important costs are in the disbursal of the modules and training and hence we are also trying corporates now that we have the programs established in 19 states. For the summer program, at present there aren't any other donors lined up and there isn't sufficient time before May-2009
