Ajol - Progress report – 1          ( Dec 08 ) 
 
As you know, Ms Medha Kulkarni had already discussed with Shri Rajesh Kedare and his associates the captioned project and activities intended under it during the interview she did for the article in the 'Mission Possible' column in the Marathi Daily Loksatta. Rajesh Kedare was thereafter intimated about the financial aid forthcoming from Asha and was asked to plan their activities accordingly.
Shri Shankar Padalkar of Sampark met Rajesh on 13th November 2008 to know the progress. He was informed that
1. Ajol has identified settlements at unit nos. 32, 33 and 34 in Aarey Colony, Goregaon for their activities.
2. Talks are on for acquiring the premises of the Buddha Vihar at unit no.32 as a centre.
3. As required by the local organisation which owns and controls the Buddha Vihar, an application has been submitted to them in this regard and a formal decision is expected soon.
Shankar met Rajesh once again on 25th. In Rajesh's opinion the matter of premises had to be finalised before initiating activities. The concerned organisation called 'Jetvan Sanskritik Kendra' had already initiated the process of taking a decision in the matter. Meanwhile Rajesh was in touch with his friends from Tata Institute of Social Sciences for help in the survey he wanted to do. The survey is intended to collect data from the local households regarding all the aspects that may have a bearing on the education of children. Rajesh also expressed a hope that the work would commence by 1st December.
However, Ajol did not intimate commencement of activities till 1st week of December and I made a visit to the Buddha Vihar in unit no 32 of Aarey Colony to assess the situation. Rajesh, Deepa and Shankar participated in the discussion which took place in the Buddha Vihar itself.
Rajesh showed me the correspondence he had done with Jetvan Sanskritik Kendra. It was obvious that though some office bearers of the Kendra were sympathetic to Rajesh and his activities, there were others who had to be brought around. The Kendra initially gave a conditional permission setting a number of conditions, most of which were not acceptable to Ajol. The Kendra was ultimately persuaded and Ajol now has their letter of permission without any restraining conditions.
Rajesh now plans to have the floor of the Buddha Vihar repaired so that necessary furniture can be put there with a view to starting a library-cum-reading room. He has also been promised a couple of computers which will be kept at the Vihar for the benefit of local youth. The format of the survey questionnaire is expected soon and the survey job will be entrusted to professional people, who expect to complete the survey of the approx. 900 households of the unit in around 40 days.
We are requesting Ameya Foundation to help for the floor repairs of Buddha Vihar. Their contention is that the proper premises are a prerequisite for commencement of activities appears to be valid, since the Buddha Vihar will serve as a base and will establish Ajol as a stakeholder in the affairs of the settlement.
Asha funds will be used only when the survey work begins. They may need a training in systematic functioning which can be organised suitably.  

Hemant.
-- 
Sampark:Advocacy & Media Communication - A network in the Knowledge Era
II When the world goes flat & you are feeling flattened; reach for a shovel & dig inside yourself. Don't try to build walls II

