A Brief Proposal on Educational Support to Aila-affected School Children
Supported by : Asha For Education-USA
Proposal by : BTS – Sunderban Dated: 30th March 2010
Admission Fees/Uniform & Books support to Flood Affected School Children in Schools in Sunderban
1. The proposed children usually go to local govt. schools and studying in between Class V – VII

    --Cass V        200 (Units) x Rs.500 (Admission Fees Rs.150 +Books Rs.200 + Uniform Rs.150) =Rs.1,00,000    
    --Class VI      150 (Units) x Rs.800 (Admission Fees Rs.150 +Books Rs.500 + Uniform Rs.150) =Rs.1,20,000
    --Class VII     150 (Units) x Rs.900 (Admission Fees Rs.150 +Books Rs.600 + Uniform Rs.150) =Rs.1,35,000
    Total Amount Requested Rs.3,55,000.00
Note: The cost for books is close to 1000 Rs but Sarba Shikha Abhijan program (Govt) supports part of it. Asha for Education is requested for 400 units.
2. BTS in close collaboration with local Gram Panchayet, Asha for Education-USA, Aid-USA joined the efforts to raise funds and overcome the flood affected situation in Kultali & Patharpratima Villages.BTS also took Mukti as a project to serve the affected people in Mathurapur-II Block.
3. Regarding Rebuilding & Reconstruction efforts after the massive damage of Cyclone Aila & Flood, Asha & AID-
    USA is continuously with us in the field to recover the situation as far as possible and initiated a lot to start Reclaimation of land with saline water thereafter following a series of Training on Bio-Farming in collaboration with Tamilnadu Organic Farmers’ Movement (Ms. Revathi) & DRCSC-Kolkata. A pilot SAP (Sustainable Agriculture Project) was considered by AID-Boston & Morgantown Chapters to support the affected farm – families with  seeds, Bio-inputs, necessary trainings, saline water resistant technologies to reclaim the affected land/farms  etc. just to ensure food security(Nutritional vegetables/crops ).
4. Besides this, AID & BTS is in the process to initiate a post-pilot SAP including Livelihoods for a long-term
    basis (5-10 years) to ensure food security among the poor and the marginalized section of people living in the
    delta areas of Sunderban.
    Regarding Reconstruction (Infrastructural) supports to the cyclone and flood affected families who have lost their huts and assets, only a temporary support with Tarpaulin Sheets were done. Nothing has been done more
    rather than that. The homeless are still in a homeless situation, they are beside/on the road, top of a mud

    store.Their children;s education, nutrition and healthcare are in a uncertain condition…what will be more

    hopeless in the coming rainy season. Many of them are foodless or yet to be so in the days to come…So, they

    should have to be saved by providing a wide range of supports raising from Asha Wide & AID Wide or other US
    based Trusts/Foundations or funding agencies.More than 1000 families are still in a homeless and 5000 in a

    supportless situation in the 3 blocks Kultali, Patharpratima & Mathurapur-II.
5. AID(Phoenix Chapter ) is trying to support ~100 units. It would be great help if Asha fo Education  Chapters come forward to raise funds for the rest 400 kids in absolute need.
6. Out of a total population of 5000 affected families, this 500 mostly damaged and helpless children’s families 
    are planning to provide support so that the unfortunate children can continue studies in the schools they are in.
    The parents of the children are so poor to manage these onetime expenses at this crucial point ot of time.They
    have lost everything, their huts-the only living place, farming lands and ponds. Everything has been washed
    away and there is nothing to carry on. Dailywage labouring in the land or in the metro-cities after migration are
    the sources of earning livelihoods.
    Totally the 500 children are in an absolute need. They have to be supported with immediately…otherwise, the
    childrens’ education life is sure to bring a full-stop just causing a huge loss to the society.
Note: It would be great if Tutorial Supports (TSC) for 500 children from poor but all-lost families are supported with just after this effort so that they can do better result in the exams as before. This effort is planning to be continued for successive next 3 years.
Asha Berkeley has approved  USD 6K to cover the following:

    --Cass V        160 (Units) x Rs.500 (Admission Fess Rs.150 +Books Rs.200 + Uniform Rs.150) = Rs.80,000    
    --Class VI      120 (Units) x Rs.800 (Rs.150 + Rs.500 + Rs.150) = Rs.96,000
    --Class VII     100 (Units) x Rs.900 (Rs.150 + Rs.600 + Rs.150) = Rs.90,000
Total = 266,000
