Sree Menon, Lalit Kumar Site visit 2008 December

Samaritan Help Mission

Tikiapara Howrah West Bengal

Started in 2001 (formally) is a Education oriented organization for the children and women of Tikiapara, slum area in Calcutta

Activity/project list:

1. Kindergarten school

2. Primary school I- IV

3. Computer literacy for girls

4. Transition to school training for working children

5. Vocational training for women

6. Art classes on the weekend

Category of society served – Slum dwellers, children of rickshaw puller, domestic maids and other below poverty line

I. We first visited the computer literacy project. It was originally SHM’s first location, they had 4 computers and the girls were practicing basic computer skills although the school was closed due to Id. This also is used as a kindergarten school for 100 children between 7-12 am. From 1-3 pm this turned into a computer literacy project used by 100 girls. They come in batches 2-3 times a week. The same centre then transforms into a transition school (extra classes) for working children ( if I remember correctly these kids go to SHM regular school and come here for extra coaching) between 3-5pm
This centre is taught by volunteers, 45 of them, all girls that are now college going

Over the weekend this centre is used for Art classes, they have participated in various art contests (TOI, Lions club, Eastern railway etc). Have won 15 awards, they send Diwali cards etc and send to benefactors

II. Our next visit was to New Project Samaritan girls school ( English)

This centre is a primary school for class I-IV, 200 kids (50 in each class).They have recently bought a building (3,400 sq ft) and now have extra rooms and want to start a regular school which will cater to boys too.  This will not be a mixed school but will run in batches. They plan to add one class at a time

Highlights of this program – 

a. Parent, mother involvement

b. Tiffin for Kinder garden kids (first centre we visited)

c. The teachers are trained by Te La Martini’s academy (Train the trainer)

d. All parents have ID cards

e. All parents have to open an account with the school and they need to make deposits per their capability. Before the final exams money saved is given to the parents for school expenses, what they cannot afford after that is supported by the school

f. 25% of the students here have either been left by their father or are orphans. School supports them completely

g. 75% of the rest give fees of Rs. 25 and the rest of the expenses are supported as described above

III. Our last stop was in the ‘Head Office’ of the SHM, where they continue to      conduct vocational training, some of them mother of the kids in school.200 women avail of this. Mostly the training is in sewing and embroidery ( Zardozi work)
IV. Expenses & Requirements:

a. Rs 70,000/month is the expense. Rs. 15,000 is raised through the parents themselves

b. They need 10-12 computers, 25% of the kids (35-40 kids) need support @ 2,000/annum or a total of Rs. 80,000 or so
