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About the project

The purpose of the Education Park(http://www.edupark.org) project is to build up a unique cost-effective, eco-friendly and self sustainable school for primary to higher secondary children. This school will also run training programs for adults and elders of the society. The training programs would include English language training, computer training, vocational training and training for professional courses using the same infrastructure. Additionally the Education Park campus will be built on sustainability principles of energy efficient building, water and waste material recycling, harvesting solar energy etc. The campus is expected to run solely on solar energy from the first day of its operation.

The institute will operate on nonprofit mode and will keep the tuition fee as low as possible. It will further try to subsidize education of economically weak children.
Construction of the primary school block of about 8200 square feet area has begun in Aug 2009.  It is estimated to be ready by Feb. 2010. Total built-up area of the school is planned to be around 45000 sq ft.
When fully in operation, Education Park will be educating about 1000 students per year and also training nearly 1000 people per year. 
The Education Park will also conduct training programs to create leaders who can take the challenge of setting up of new Education Parks. In long terms, the Education Park plans to open chain of such ‘Education Parks’ in rural areas.
The infrastructure would include class rooms, state-of-the-art laboratories, administrative office, teacher’s quarter and students hostels.
Education Park is expected to start from April 2010.
The Visit
On 1st January 2010, I talked to Dr. Chetan Solanki (President, Education Park) over phone in the morning and decided to meet with his brother Kuldeep Singh Solanki at the Education Park site at Bhikangaon, Khargone district in MP.

In a couple of hours, I started from Khandwa around 12:30 pm and reached Khargone around 1:15 pm.

Kuldeep, who was waiting for us at Khargone Bus station, took me to the Education Park site.

The site, which is about 3.5 kms away from Khargone Bus station, is situated adjacent to the Khargone road and is 14 acres in size.

It is surrounded by cotton and other crop fields on two sides, and cattle grazing fields on the other two. Currently it is fenced by barbed wires from all four sides.

Kuldeep showed us around the campus which is about 14 acres in area. The basic unit in the design of the school is a block of six class rooms. The construction of the primary school building (which contains 6 classrooms) and the events/assembly hall is halfway through. Ceiling, plastering and the electrical fittings are yet to be done. 
The classrooms are of decent size and are well ventilated. A lot of plantation has been done throughout the campus which will cool the surrounding air thus minimising the need for ceiling fans etc.
Also one of the staff quarter buildings is nearly complete. Currently the construction workers and their family live in there.
A well has been dug inside the campus which fulfils the water needs of the ongoing construction. Pits have been created all over the campus for rainwater harvesting.

All the water needs of the park are aimed to be fulfilled by the groundwater within the campus. The water from the well tasted highly potable.
Solar panels have been put near the well which drives a pump that takes water out of the well. These panels incorporate technology patented by the president of the Education Park society, Dr. Chetan Singh Solanki. The energy needs of the entire campus will be satisfied by an array of such solar panels.
About 600 trees/plants have been planted at the site. There are about 20 varieties of trees including mango, almond, Silver oak, banyan etc. This will keep the area cool and moist thereby minimising the need for any cooling devices. The plants are watered by drip irrigation using the solar powered pump thus reducing labour cost.
Some herbs were also planted as an experiment keeping in view the potential of running a plant nursery in the campus which can also aid the self-sustainability of the school.
The land was barren when purchased; therefore, large amounts of fertile soil were brought in for plantation purposes.
Kuldeep said that the teachers will be paid good salaries, accommodation and training so the quality of the education will be much superior to other schools in the area.
At about 3 pm I left for Khandwa. 

Impressions: 

1. I found ‘Education Park’ a unique project because of its environment friendly approach – efficient use of the solar energy and rainwater harvesting is an excellent model for other organizations to follow and this will significantly reduce the operating cost of the school.
2. The proposed salary structure, accommodation and training of the teachers are attractive and will thus invite good quality teachers to the school which are a must for quality education. 

3. According to the calculation shown in the Education Park website(http://www.edupark.org/PPT-Education Park-the concept Nov 09-Small [Compatibility Mode].pdf), the fees charged by the school is much less as compared to other schools in the area and the subsidised fee is one-fourth of the fees charged by other schools.
4. Heavy plantation across the site will cool the air and will make the environment pleasant and at the same time this will also mean saving on energy used by the cooling equipments.
