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Rishi Valley Rural Education Centre’s Outreach Programme:

Background:

Rishi Valley Rural Education Centre (REC), located in the rural interior of Andhra 
Pradesh, has been engaged in an integrated outreach programme in the areas 
of education and community welfare since 1976.

Aims of the Rural Education Centre Programme:

➢ To promote village-based education
➢ To train teacher trainers to work in multi-grade classrooms
➢ To publish instructional material for village schools
➢ To draw working children into the school system
➢ To create a green space around the school campus for the conservation of   
bio-  diversity in general and medicinal plants in particular
➢ To establish adult literacy classes on the school premises
➢ To raise awareness about health, nutrition and sanitation
➢ To actively involve the community in the day-to-day management of  the 
school

Middle School Activities

Plantation -

The academic year in the valley started with planting seeds. Students of class six and 
seven planted neem and tamarind seeds on the nearby barren hills. Every year the 
students take part in this activity to keep the valley green.

Students planting seeds on the barren hills

Dental Hygine –

Begining  of  this  year,  Rishi  Valley  Rural  Health  Centre  has  organized  a  dental 
awareness presentation to the middle school students. Students learned about dental 



hygine, how to take care of the gums, teeth and other important things about dental 
health.

International Day of the Girl -

On 10/11/12, an event was hosted at the REC campus to celebrate International Day of 
the Girl to raise awareness about female children. It was an hour long event where our 
director,  Mrs.  Rama  interacted  with  our  middle  school  children  by  asking  them 
different questions about various problems like inequality between boys and girls and 
illiteracy etc. Around 60 students (boys and girls) and the staff participated and got to 
know the importance of the event. A colorful banner was made by the staff.

All  the  girl  students,  including  ex-students  wrote  about  the  advantages  of  being 
educated and also the disadvantages of being illiterate. They also shared different 
incidents that happen in their villages with illiterate people.

Celebrating UN International Day of the Girl

Mighty Milers –

New York Road Runners and Hyderabad Road Runners launched a pilot program in 
India to promote healthy fitness habits in the school children. Rishi Valley school and 
Rishi Valley Rural school are two of the few schools chosen for the Mighty Milers pilot 
program.

The three month program had started in the early December. Students from class 6 
and 7 from the Rural  Education Centre participated in the pilot  program. Students 
participated  in  the  Mighty  Milers  program  with  great  enthusiasm.  Its  a  great 
opportunity for the REC students, as it is their first experience participating in such an 
event. The students gained confidence by running long distances, built endurance with 
a structured practice and kept their health during the winter months. It is amazing to 
see them run with great enthusiasm throughout the program. New canvas shoes and 
socks were given to the rural students.



At the end of the pilot program, a team from Hyderabad Runners organized an event  
on March 9th and awarded the students with Tshirts, medals and certificates. Light  
refreshments were served at the end of the event.

Inspire Science award –

B.  Gopal,  a  student  of  class  7  was  awarded  the  INSPIRE  Science  award  by  the 
Department  of  Science  and  Technology,  Government  of  India.  Along  with  other 
students in his class he made a parabolic solar cooker which was selected as one of 
the best projects in Chittoor District and was exhibited at the state level science fair.



Sattelite Schools' Activities

Excursion -

In January,  students of  class 4 and 5 went on an excursion to Tirupathi.  Students 
visited a zoo park, a reginal science centre, a pre-historic park and Chandragiri Fort.  
They also visited the Golden Temple in Vellore.

Metric Mela –

Community mathematic fairs, 'Metric Melas', are regularly conducted by the satellite 
schools to raise number awareness and to boost mathematical skills in students and 
rural communities. These melas were an event to be remembered for the village and 
the children. It is also an opportunity for the parents to see their children confidently 
managing all the activities and their learning.

Students and parents visiting the math fair



Three Metric Melas were organized during this academic year. Sundara Vanam, Ashoka 
Vanam and Chandana Vanam Satellite schools and REC middle school students hosted 
these events together.

Various activities are displayed at the mela:
• Metric System
• Weight System
• Volume Measures
• Liquid Volume Measures
• Length Measure
• buying and selling

Students  from local  government  schools,  parents  and people  from nearby  villages 
enthusiastically participated in these events.

Mothers Tour –

Forty mothers, 14 teachers and staff members went on an excursion tour to Chennai, 
Sri  Perambudur, Merina Beach,  Snake Park and Ashtalakshmi Temple.  Mothers also 
enjoyed watching sunrise at Mahabalipuram. Mothers were quite happy to see various 
places. This is a one - time opportunity for the mothers who wait for this occassion.

Cluster Sports –

The annual cluster sports were held in two locations for all sattelite school students. 
Studetns participated at a nearby location and celebrated the sports event. Parents 
from  the  villages  were  able  to  see  their  children  participating  in  various  sports 
activities.

Mothers meetings –

All satellite schools arrange meetings with mothers at least once every two months to 
discuss their child's progress, day to days issues and community events.

Mothers Stories –

This year, mothers' stories have been collected by the satellite school teachers. These 
folk stories are unique and many are not available in the books or web. We are planing 
to print these unique village stories depending on funding availability.

Government Recognition –

This year, we were able to complete the process of the government formalities to get 
recognition of our schools. All our satellite schools and middle school were recognized 
by the government since November 2012.



RIVER Activities

Workshops - A series of onsite and outstation workshops are conducted throughout the 
year to train teachers and create multi-grade materials. Teams from various places 
attend MGML training workshops.

Onsite workshops: June
October
December
January

Hoogly, Vijayawada,
Unicef, Mozambique , 
Mumbai
Nareshwadi Learning 
Centre
Parthenon, CGC, SARD and
Plan India, Thailand

Outstation workshops: April
April
May
June

Somaiah Foundation
STCI
Plan International
Plan International

Project Delta -

RIVER is currently involved in a project to document MGML pedagogy, standardise its 
training programme and dissemination model. The project started in September 2012. 
It involves a great deal of documentation and content development related to MGML, 
training  processes,  teacher  support  tools  and  dissemination  tools.  The  project  is 
funded  by  the  Michael  &  Susan  Dell  Foundation  (MSDF).  The  Parthenon  Group  is 
providing strategic consulting on this project.

The Delta team is currently in the development phase. The team has been doing field 
research,  data collection and analysis of  the needs and challenges of  schools  and 
school systems that have adopted MGML. The team has developed a detailed MGML 
dissemination model (MDM). Moving forward, RIVER will use MGML to train others and 
disseminate the material. Phase I will take about 5 to 7 months. The second phase of 
the project will include a pilot dissemination of MGML.

RIVER & The German Team –

Several  student-teachers from the Universities of  Regensburg and Wuerzburg have 
visited RIVER satellite schools and learned about and experienced MGML. They have 
also contributed their views and ideas to the English curriculum and helped to develop 
new Milestones. It is a significant learning environment for the German team and also 
a great opportunity for the students to learn new things from the team.

Student-teachers from both German Universities and memebers of RIVER participated 
in a common workshop with Indian Educationist on Inclusive Education at IIT Madras, 
Chennai. This cooperation will be continued in 2013 and 2014.

Infrastructure -

Ashoka Vanam -

The Satellite school Ashokavanam which was built in mid eighties needs lots of repairs. 
A new school building is being constructed in Poojarivaripalli. The funds from a charity 
run event is being used to construct the school building. Students will have a new 
school building by the next academic year.

Boys Hostel –



This year, we were able to raise enough funds to construct the boys hostel, similar to 
the girls  hostel  which was built  last  year.  The current  facility  for  boys,  which was 
actually a classroom, not only requires major effort to renovate, but is unsuitable for 
use as a hostel.

Old Buildings Repairs-

Several  repairs  of  the  old  buildings  have  been  fixed  this  year.  The  staff  and  the 
students find the rooms more comfortable since the rennovation.

Playground –

This  year,  the jungle  gym and swings  are  a new addition to  our  campus primary 
school's playground. Rishi Valley students have won second place in the relay event in 
Hyderabad Runners Marathon. The award money was given to the REC, to set up the 
playground equipment for the primary school chilren. Students are quite happy with 

the new play equipment and are enjoying their games time.

Students enjoying in the play ground.

Curriculum development:

Science - The new activity based science curriculum was extended to class 7 this year. 
The teachers of the REC middle school were trained in the use of this curriculum which 
encourages students to explore and learn from the environment around them.



Students observing an experiment in science class

Class 6 students went on a field trip with Mr. Somnath who is collecting data on local 
flora and fauna for the National Centre for Biological Sciences, Bangalore. They had a 
very  informative  and lively  discussion  about  local  trees  and the  nesting  habits  of 
crows.

English  - Emily Coady from American India Foundation’s William J. Clinton Fellowship 
has been volunteering since September 2012. She has been worked on an English 
MGML curriculum for  grades 3 through 5.  She is  currently  developing the teacher 
training  models  for  dissemination.  In  total  there  are  over  500  activities,  and  an 
accompanying  teacher's  manual  and  correction  keys  that  have  been created.  The 
materials are ready for graphic designing and piloting in schools.

Schools- Students Strength 2012-2013

Satellite School Total Students
Valmiki Vanam 30
Chandana Vanam 35
Aswa Vanam 20
Ashoka Vanam 36
Sundara Vanam 37
Arimedha Vanam 51
Haritha Vanam 44
Brinda Vanam 23
Mithra Vanam 37
Vijaya Vanam 38
Giri Vanam 24
Vidya Vanam 41
REC - 6th Class 32
REC – 7th Class 28
Total Students 475



Financials 2012-13
INCOME INR
Donations including Sponsorships
Plan India Grant
35 AC Donations
Inter Unit Contribution
Other Income
Interest on Corpus Fund Utilized
RVREC Development Fund
REC Educational Aid Fund

 14,70,000.00
 11,76,000.00
   8,99,000.00
   4,40,000.00
      95,000.00
 19,04,000.00
 15,45,000.00
   1,89,000.00

Total 77,18,000.00

EXPENDITURE INR
Salaries (Teaching, non teaching staff)
School Activities (food & Nutrition, teaching materials, sports, 
field trips and extra curricular activities)
Administration
Depreciation

62,33,000.00
13,89,000.00

  4,89,000.00
  4,05,000.00

Total  85,16,000.00
Excess expenses over Income
Donations received for construction of a satellite school       6,85,000.00
Donations received for construction of Boys hostel & rain
Water harvesting structure

    31,32,000.00

How you can help

Rural Education Annual Support Program:
Sponsor a school for an academic year:                                  Rs.3,50,000/-
Sponsor a student                                                                    Rs.12,000/-
Sponsor Breakfast for a school                                                Rs.60,000/-

Thanking you,
Rishi Valley Education Centre
Krishnamurti Foundation India
Rishi Valley-517352
Madanapalle,Dist.Chittoor,
Andhra Pradesh,INDIA
Phone:+ 91-8571-280622/280582 Fax: + 91-8571-280261
Email:recdonations@rishivalley.org/recdonations@gmail.com
Please visit : www.river-rv.org


