NAB Update, November 2005

In the past 7 months, NAB has become high tech!  NAB has gone from an institution, which had only one Brailler (type writer like device to type in Braille) to an institution equipped with the latest technological tools for educating the Blind. Now, NAB can boast of having a strong technological backbone that will aid in all the learning processes. They have a Braille press fully functional to print, photocopy and bind Braille books or papers. Children can learn their lessons on computer equipped with the latest Braille software and children can read what they type and correct their own mistakes. Once it took a NAB student a whole day to do 5-6 pages of homework, now it takes them minutes. With this synergy of the latest technology and educational guidance for NAB children, the sky is the limit.

NAB had recently organized a demonstration of the Braille equipment to the city of Valsad where they taught the children to use the equipment. There were 41 delegates from all over Gujarat that attended that event, along with students from the Universities around Valsad who wanted to learn about the latest in Braille technology.

Also recently, there has been a debate and chess competition sponsored by Interact Club of Valsad. Namrata Patel and Mukesh Rathod won the first prize in the Chess Women and Men championship respectively.

We have collaborated with the Santa Clara Braille transcription center and send NAB children books in Braille. So far, we have sent NAB about 100 Issues of National Geographic and the Reader's Digest. The children at NAB are thrilled to read these books and want more! We will continue to collaborate with the BTC and are looking forward to send books fort he younger age group of students at NAB. With the technology upgrade and a local Collaboration with the BTC, we see NAB growing into a premier Blind institution in India. 

