Site Visit Date: December 18, 2002.

Name of the Project: Path of Light

Name of the Organization: National Association for the Blind (NAB), Valsad, Gujarat.

Names of site visit conductor: Shachi Patel & Durgam Vahia 
Email: aashachi@yahoo.com, dvahia@yahoo.com
This visit was a surprised site visit. My husband Durgam and I reached Valsad, Gujarat, by ‘Gujarat Mail’ train around 1:15pm. After reaching the hotel, we called Mr. Rambhai Patel (Hon. General Secretary, Blind) of the project and announced our arrival and intention of visiting the school. We reached the school around 2.30pm and introduced ourselves to Mr. Kamalbhai Gohil, the school principal and administrator. Mr. Rambhai Patel joined us later on, during the visit. 

Part A:

#1: The organization is involved in Community Development, Education, Health, and Vocational training for the blind students. 

#2: Administrative Structure: 

· Mr. Rambhai Patel - Hon. General Secretary, Blind

· Mr. Kamalbhai Gohil – School Principal and Administrator

· Mr. J. B. Patel – President 

· Board of Directors: M. K. Shah & H. V. Gohil

Questions and Answers:

Q: What is the goal of the association?

NAB: To integrate blind people into the mainstream and empower them with vocational training. 

Q:  Community served?

NAB: Most of the rural south Gujarat, urban cities nearby and bordering state of Maharashtra.

Q: How many children currently being served by the association?

NAB: 75 boys. 38 students are in the age range of 8-12 and live in the hostel. 8 students go to college. 35 students go to regular primary school. Residential students are in age range of 6-18. 

Q: Why do you send students to regular school instead of special school for the handicapped?

NAB: They want the blind students to integrate themselves with the rest of the society and not make them feel handicapped by sending to specialized schools. A special tutor trains the students so that they do not face any difficulties getting around. The students are provided with the Braille version of textbooks at the institute. For course material unavailable in Braille, there are tutors who come and read the textbooks to the students.

Q: What kind of Vocational and other training is provided to students?

NAB: Spinning mills, File making, Chair making, Telephone operator, Computer operating, Cricket, Music.

Q: What is annual cost per resident child?

NAB: Rs 3000/year/residential student. About 40 boys were adopted (like ‘Support A Child’ program) by local community last year.

Q: Why there are no girls?

NAB: They really want to serve the blind girls and women but as this project involves residential arrangement and they have only one building, they do not want to host both boys and girls together at this time. 

The plan for building a hostel for girls is underway. The land,  about 1 acre, was acquired recently at cost of Rs. 6 lakhs. The building plan is ready and the construction is to begin after ‘kamurta’ (means after ‘Makarsankranti’). The estimated cost of the building is 30 lakhs and they have raised only about Rs. 10 lakhs so far. They are raising funds through various fund raising activities and would like to receive any monetary help to construct the building. 

Q: How many staff personnel are involved?

NAB: 26 employees. Out of which 13 are blind.  Including the founder and general secretary Mr. Rambhai Patel, Fund Raising coordinator Ms. Kiran Vasani,  and the Music Teacher.

Q: Which are the other sources of fund?

NAB: Ministry of Human Development. Community contribution which was around Rs. 60,000 in the holy period of ‘Shradh’. On the 14th September – Flag Day for the Disabled – about Rs. 1,50,000 were raised. 

Q: How do you bring boys to the institute? What is the participation of parents in their education?

NAB: As blindness is considered social stigma, parents are too often ignorant of their blind child’s special needs and do not try to integrate them with the society. The staff encourages parents to send the children to the institute to make them self-sufficient. 

Q: What other care is provided by the project?

NAB: They invite doctors who provide free services to check the eye sight of the students and if it is curable they help with medical operations. They also help adult students to find their life partners.

Q: What do students do after they get the vocation training and finish school?

NAB: Many of the vocational training recipients have self sustaining lifestyles. Examples: 

· Mr. Rajeshbhai is a telephone operator.

· Mr. Ganeshbhai is married and is living independent life.

· One student is running his own ‘flour mill’.

· About 10-12 graduates are operating telephone booths.

· Mr. Ashokbhai has a music band with other blind students playing in the band.

· One student is making living by farming. 

Q: Which are the challenges you think you will be facing in future?

NAB: 

· They want to build the girls’ hostel by beginning of next school year (which is June, 2003) and would like to raise funds for it. 

· Ministry of Human Development has now identified 4 categories for the disabled and will require all related organization to serve all those category in order to receive funds from the Ministry. They will need to develop appropriate curriculum for the deaf and dumb and mentally retarded students also. 

· From their survey of surrounding regions, they found that about 739 people need special training for the disabled and they would like to reach to all.

Our observations through questions to students and staff and visit:

· The facility was neat and clean. The kitchen where three cooks were preparing for afternoon meal was also clean and organized.

· Most of the students were at the school, but there were few students of high school whom we met, seemed happy. From our questions, we felt that they enjoy living at the hostel and like each other’s company and feel well taken care of by staff. 

· The students were properly and neatly dressed. 

· The staff was dedicated and knew students and their background i.e. their village etc. very well. 

· The parents come to visit at least once or twice in a month. 

· We saw blind music teacher preparing few students for upcoming event. One student was playing Tabla and one was singing.

· We saw spinning, telephone operating, computer learning, filing making and chair making training sessions with total of about 20-25 students in classes. We saw the products also.

· We met Mr. Bharatbhai Khatri of ‘Shri Krushna Yog Center, Ahmedabad’ who was invited to conduct Yoga classes. 

· The best part of the visit was to see how the students play Cricket. We met one of the students, Mr. Vinodji Kunvar who participated in National Team for India at the last Blind’s Cricket World cup where India was a semi finalist.  

Recommendations:

· Any Asha Chapter should consider them for funding for

· Construction of Girls’ hostel in maximum amount possible.

· Translating more textbooks to Braille. 

· Computers with speakers. 

