Date of Site Visit – 1st October 2014

Site visit by – Rohini and Akhilesh 

Background

Mr. Paliwal started Bhagwati Sarla Paliwal Education Society at Jattari, U.P  in 1986. The school was started to educate and empower girls to evolve into women of substance. Most people in the town of Jattari are agriculturists. For a girl in this town, education is a difficult pursuit because of the deep rooted culture of patriarchy. 
Observation
The school is located near the Jattari market and is 45 kms from Aligarh. The school is built on the land owned by the Paliwal family. Ms. Nirmala Devi is the principal and Mr. Rakesh Singh is the vice principal of the school. It’s been two years since the school has been converted into a trust and the operations are running smoothly. 
BSPES is an all girls’ school that has educated girl students from 1986.  The school has 600 girl students with 30-55 students per class. The school charges a nominal fee ranging from Rs. 70/- for class I and II to Rs. 260/- for class 12. Students who are unable to pay can obtain subsidy in the fee provided they have more than 90% attendance. The school has one school van that assists students staying far away to travel to and from school. 87 students have been provided bicycle to avoid walking 4-5 kms each day. The girls return the bicycle once they finish school so others can use it. The school runs using 2.5KW solar panel system. It also provides solar lanterns to students who do not have electricity at home. 
The school provides free meal to all the kindergarten students. The school also has lots of other activities like sports, NCC, and scouts. They also have a computer lab and a library. The library is currently under renovation. There are two hand pumps in the school campus that provide drinking water to the kids. The teachers in higher classes have a bachelor or master degree and are very involved in teaching students. 
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