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PRASANNA JYOTHI 
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DECEMBER 21, 2011

BY DR. & MRS. VISWANATH
PRAMILA VISWANATH

The children were from age 3 to teen.  They go to a regular school where they get equal attention. They were friendly, clean and well dressed.  The children looked happy and curious.  They were eager to know our names and other things.  They were not shy. They were also courteous and polite to the visitors.  They sang and danced. Some of them are quite talented. They were quite enthusiastic in showing off their talent.  They were disciplined.  They listened and obeyed Mrs. Sundari but they were not afraid of her or visitors.  She was also very gentle with them.  A lot of children in this world are not as lucky.  The parents sometimes don't take care of their children as well as they do in this orphanage. The children are well trained in taking care of each other and in keeping the house clean.  I was surprised to see the kitchen, bath rooms and the closets which were kept very clean and organized.  We were told that they were expecting some inspectors that day.

We also saw the report card of Child 1.  She was doing ok.  They have a dance teacher and a person who teaches Bhajans and light songs.  We heard that a girl who lived there has graduated but still keeps in touch with the organization. We also heard from our friends that they take orders to cook meals for functions at this organization.

I wish if they had more protein food.  But it must be hard to supply basic meals as the food is very expensive.  But they had enough food for everyone.  The children looked quite contented and healthy. They seem to have reasonable health care too. 

I do not know if they have board games.  But they apparently play outside in the little available place.
Overall we were impressed with this organization although it was a short visit. We were told that a couple of them were not employable as they were not capable of learning the skill for jobs.
DR. DABIR VISWANATH

During the last week of December 2010, I think it was December 21 or 22, Prof. Rao, his wife Kalarani, Mom and I visited Prasanna Jyothi. This is our second visit.  I had earlier called Mrs. Sundari and obtained the telephone numbers and directions.   From where we stay in RT Nagar to Puttenahalli where Prasanna Jyothi is located, it is close to 15 miles, and driving  this distance in Bangalore is a matter of 2 to 3 hours depending on the traffic.  However, we did not have too much of a problem locating the place as we had the same driver who came with us in 2009. The road leading to Prasanna Jyothi has improved a great deal, and the place is very safe.  In 2009, any one could enter the premises without any problem but this time we found that it is well protected.  This is a welcome addition as the orphanage caters only to young girls.  In addition, several high raise apartment complexes have come close to Prasanna Jyothi increasing the value of the property, and it would be nice if Prasanna Jyothi can take advantage of this by visiting tenants there and soliciting their financial assistance and other types of help, for example looking for volunteers to help, looking for high placed individuals in industry and asking their help to place girls in getting employment, getting help to teach like computer programming and other vocations so that the girls can get employment after their studies, etc.  The center can think of some type of membership and have a regular source of income.   This helps in sustainability of the institution.  At present the cost of running the orphanage with 30 children could be over ten lakhs.  The center derives a small income by catering, but it is very limited.  We made a small donation as we always do when we visit.   

This time we found that Mrs. Sundari is ably assisted Mrs. Ratna.  They both are very dedicated; bestow a great deal of love and affection on the children.  They work long hours.  After chatting with Mrs. Sundari and Mrs. Ratna for some time, we learnt that Mrs. Ratna lives in the same compond as one of our relatives, Dr. Srinath Herur, and both he and his wife are doctors.  They live near Konanakunte.   They can be requested to visit the center and offer medical assistance. 
The children look healthy, well dressed, well mannered, well disciplined, and active. Children with very different backgrounds stay but it looked like a homogeneous community. The rooms were clean and tidy.  Bathrooms were very clean.   Senior girls take care of the younger ones. All girls from LKG to 7th standard go to an English medium school in Jayanagar 7th phase and are back in home by 3:30 PM.  There is sufficient physical activity as they can play around inside the compound.  Eventually it might get too crowded as the entire premises are small, and there is very little room to expand the building.  There was group singing of songs and bhajans by the children and four older girls performed a dance.    We did not have too much time as there was an inspection scheduled.  
Prasanna Jyothi is a well maintained orphanage but limited to a small number of children.  I am sure there is a need to take more children but to give the type of care they are getting now, education, and cultural upbringing it would require a large base of funding.
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