Prasanna Jyothi Conference Call: September 18th 2007 (Tuesday: 9PM)

Attendees:   Asha: Santhosh, Sharanya Rao, and Savitha 

                   PJ    : Ratna Mami (This is the first time we were on a conference call with Ratna Mami. 

                            She is also a coordinator at Prasanna Jyothi, working with Sundari Mami).
· Sundari mami was on a short visit to Coimbatore. Will be back in Bangalore on 22nd Sept (Sat).  

       We will communicate with her further after she returns.

· Update on Kids : 
       The students are mostly doing fine. They are preparing for their oral exams in the second week of   

       October after Dusheera vacations.

· Current Concern – Water Logging:

        The current problem the kids are facing now is the water logging in front of the house. Ratna Mami,    

        Sundari mami and the driver of the school bus are spending few minutes every morning lifting the 
        kids from the house and helping them board the school bus and similar help in the evenings.

        Because of the rain and the water logging in front of the house, few kids have been sick for a few 
        days.  The government has promised Sundari mami/PJ that they would help rectify this. This is 
        expected to start on the 1st week of October.

· Starting of Small Scale Industries (SSI) :

Sundari Mami and Ratna Mami have been planning to set up a small scale industry to support some of the older kids and with an intention of making PJ self-sustaining. The catering unit was started with this intention. Right now, two of the older girls at PJ help with the catering unit which supplies food (lunch) to some of the IT professionals   working around that locality. However, the long-term plan is to make this catering unit into a SSI. The plan is to use the area/land in front of PJ for the catering SSI.

       Ratna mami mentioned that they would like to start the process of setting up the SSI in the next 1 month by printing brochures, etc. PJ may need financial support for investing into this SSI for purchases of new vessels, etc and was wondering if Asha could help.

      Ratna mami mentioned that she will send a proposal on how much funds/support will be required from  

      Asha for setting up the catering SSI in the next 2 weeks, after she discusses the same with Sundari 
      mami. The proposal has to be discussed with the Asha-Austin Chapter before approval.
· Discussion on necessity to increase funds for kids?

Currently, Asha’s current support does not meet all needs of PJ. Further discussion on this subject when Sundari mami returns.

· Donor Updates :
       One of the donors has a son, whose age is the approximately the same age of the child they are     

       supporting. The donor would like her son to be in touch with the child supported either via email or 
       letters. Need to check if one of the older kids from PJ can help with keeping in touch via email. The 
       donor is interested in knowing more about the child and learning about her daily life and experiences 
       etc.
· Others :

· Next call with PJ: Sunday Morning (Sept 23rd), anytime after 6:30am.

· Santhosh to send PJ contact information to stewards (Done!) 

