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Sai Kripa, the brain and heart child of Anjina Rajagopal, has grown in scope and size over the past 15 years to provide a new life for many underprivileged children. It has three main projects- Bal Kutir- a home for orphan children, Sai Shiksha Sansthan-a formal school upto 10th standard and Sai Bal Sansar- non-formal education for slum and street children. I have been involved in this since 1994 and was able to present this project to my brother Ramakrishna for consideration of support from Asha Arizona. I work for Fidelity Investments in Delhi as their vice president and have also been able to get a large number of my colleagues to visit the various projects of Sai Kripa and am happy to say that many of them have become its supporters.  We have been able to get enough supporters to be a critical mass that the company is seriously considering a corporate donation to partially fund the most pressing need of Sai Kripa, namely its own land and building for the vocational training center. I am confident that when one organization takes the initiative, others will follow with matching contributions to make the vocational center from a dream to a reality. Fidelity, American Express and Cadence are the companies that have a large stake in the success of Sai Kripa and I will try to get letters of support and commitment from them. In addition it has been possible to get many caring and well to do individuals involved and become supporters as well as passionate champions.

My husband, P.N. Vijay and I regularly visit Bal Kutir and Sai Shiksha Sansthan and pay an occasional visit to Bal Sansar. A colleague of mine from Fidelity investments and I have both visited Bal Sansar recently. 

Bal Kutir is in NIODA quite near to my home. At present, it is a large happy family with 28 children (8 boys and 20 girls) under its care. Anjina lives along with them and is truly their mother. All the school aged children go to Sai Shiksha Sansthan. Today Sai Shiksha Sansthan, which is in a rural area near Vizidpur, has strength of slightly over 300 children. I am always moved by the happiness and camaraderie of the children as they played and studied and did all the things normal children do. One of the things that struck me most was that the environment of the school and its history motivates and educates the entire family of the students studying in our school. I had the good fortune of meeting one of 37 children who have passed out from here and is attending college and also taking computer classes. It was wonderful to see that he is doing well in the real and sometimes tough world. I was saddened by the fact that two girls came and told me that they would not be allowed to go for higher studies. That is why I think that it is critical to significantly enlarge the capability of the existing but very meager vocational training center that has tailoring, dairy and carpentry units in very dilapidated buildings.

The Sai Bal Sansar School started just two years ago as a charity school for the benefit of street children in Noida. Initially it was held within the Sai Temple, Sector-40 Noida. As the attendances grew, it has been moved to rented premises in Agahpur sector 41 Noida, thanks to the help of local well-wishers. This venture of providing informal education, free books, stationery, uniforms and mid-day meal is managed by donations from individuals.

 

What started first with 7 children has grown so much that currently over 70 children are regularly attending school, making up six classes. The children are aged between 3 and 16, and all originate from poor or needy backgrounds normally with very large families. The children have had little if any form of government education, some of these children were beggars two years ago before the school was opened. In the last two years they have been at school, they have progressed from not being able to recite the alphabet, to reading and understanding text books and also having the confidence to read in front of the class.  There are five teachers (including the part time workers) between the six classes. None of the five teachers have any formal training or teaching qualification as most of them work on a voluntary basis.

From the total of six classes; one class is for very young children up to the age if 9. Three of the classes are arranged in age groups of the same ability and two classes are known as Bridge classes.
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The Bridge class is working up to a final goal of sitting the 10th Grade exam at the end of their schooling years. For this they will have to study the following 

subjects:-
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Within the 'lower bridge class' the are 9 children, 6 boys and 3 girls, ages from 11 up to 16, all with different levels of ability. 
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Here is a picture of 


the children congregating within the classroom at the beginning of the day. 


 


 


Ruby (center of page) is a very bright student who takes great interest in trying to improve her English. 





Here you can see Harbman (tallest of the children) who is the eldest in the class at 16 years old. Harbman is a brown belt in martial arts. 


 


 The bookcase behind Harbman was donated to the school by a Swiss university & contains many of the schools books








