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6 MONTH PROGRESS REPORT

Please send fill out this form and send back to Asha for Education within 3 weeks from the time you receive this form.  Thank you for your time and patience.

PLEASE COMPLETE THIS FORM AND MAIL IT TO:

Note: The report is prepared in Gujarati by Sujataben, the Principal of the Khadki Center of Sarvoday Parivar Trust (SPT). Jyoti & Tushar Shah, Members of ASHA NYC/NJ have translated it in English. The comments added by Jyoti & Tushar are in Italics.

CONTACT INFORMATION

Name of the organization:  Sarvoday Parivar Trust. (SPT)

Organization description: 

SPT operates in the rural Adivasi areas, based on the ideals & thoughts articulated by Gandhiji & Vinoba Bhave. They promote education, nutrition, health, & various development activities like income generation through Khadi spinning & weaving, distributing roof tiles at subsidized rates, protection of water, forests & soil etc.

A Non- Profit, Non- Political, Non–Religious NGO, dedicated to secular values. It is operating on Gandhian Principles as articulated by Vinoba Bhave’s Sarvoday movement. We believe in progress of everyone  (Progress of Majority is not enough), including (& especially) the poorest of the poors  Its mission is the up-liftment of Adivasi people in the backward Hill areas of Dharampur by Education, Water management projects, Khadi production, Providing free Primary health care in remote villages & providing subsidized grains & roof tiles to the poorest. It is operating in a very remote area. We do not take any grant or aid from Govt. to keep clear of bureaucracy & associated problems. We are dependent for funds only on donations received from individuals & organizations.

Date of establishment: 
Operating in Pindval area since 1968

Contact person(s)
 Harvilasben, Kantibhai Shah, Sujataben.

Phone numbers: No telephone wires. 

Kantibhai Cell: +9194 2717 6711; +919825873338

. 

The cell signals are available sporadically, at two small sweet spots in the school. It is difficult to call us, as we have to be walking by the sweet spot when you call. We may be able to call you if & when we get a signal. We have to walk 3 KMs to a hill to get 100% success of calling. You can send a message by calling Narendrabhai of the Rice Mill at Dharampur at +9198 2534 4161. He would write down a small message & send through ST bus driver. Do not expect reply for 1– 3 days. You will have to call Narendrabhai for the reply.

 Email 
None.

Address
Sarvoday Parivar Trust,

Pindval, Taluka Dharampur, District Valsad, Gujarat, India 396050


Location (village/town) : Khadaki

Description of area : Rural area among Hills & Forests. 

Very remote place. Even ST buses do not reach Khadki. No electricity is available. The school is on the banks of a River. Khadki is a very scenic & verdant place. Almost entire population is of tribal people.

STATISTICS

Number of children currently enrolled in the project : 67

Ages of the children : 7 to 12   Years

Standards taught :____Std 1 to 4

__________________________________________________________________

Number of boys: 42

Number of girls: 25

Number of teachers: 4 Teachers 

Number of MALE teachers: 1

_________________________________________________________

Number of FEMALE teachers: 3

___________________________________________________________

Current Teacher/student ratio 17:1

__________________________________________________________

Salary of Teachers : Rs 1200 ($27) to Rs 1800 ($40) per month.

School timings : This is a Residential School & student activities start at 5:30 AM. Formal classes are from 10:30 AM to 4:30 PM

School days: _Mondays through Saturday.

Over all school attendance percentage : 95%

Medium of instruction : Gujarati.

Economic background of the parents of the children : Parents of all students are below poverty line. They are very poor. Parents of most children are illiterate.

Is the school in a rural or urban area? The school is in a Very Rural & Remote area.

Is it a residential school? ___Yes.

How far away are the homes of the children? 3 KMs (2 Miles) to 20 KMs (13 miles)

How do the children get to school? : By walking.

School days: Mondays to Saturdays.

FCRA Number:  _____________________

Below are some general questions regarding the project. Since your feedback is valuable to us, please make your answers as detailed as possible.

Please tell us the progress of the school in the last 6 months (usually from April to September of the current year based on typical April 1 to March 31 school year in India)

We had not thought of starting primary school up to 7th Std when we started Khadaki center. However, due to the requests by the villagers of Khadaki & surrounding villages, in February 2006, we have taken the decision to start a school for Std 1 to Std 7. This year we have started Std 4. Next year we will start Std 5 & every year we will keep adding one Std every year. We have enrolled names of all children in District Panchayat’s school. 42 students are in Primary school. Thus, 67+42=109 students are studying.

How do you think the school has improved in the last 6 months?

At Khadaki, we use novel methods for teaching languages & maths, instead of conventional methods. For example, we learn from the nature, we play games; we use teaching kits, flash cards etc. To learn new teaching methods, we have gone for training to places in Gujarat or even out of Gujarat. Last year, we have prepared 75 kits in Gujarati for learning Maths & trained teachers on how to use the kits for training. We need a spacious room for this, & we have been able make that available too.

What are the problems you have faced in the last 6 months? 

After leaving our school, children go to Govt. run Primary schools. Such schools created some problems in admitting our children. But with the help of district education officers, we have been able to solve the problems.

How would you rate the overall effectiveness of this project over the past 6 months?

When our students go to their homes, they make a positive difference in terms of cleanliness, hygiene & healthy lifestyle. They take their younger siblings to school & teach them.

Please give examples of activities at the project in the last 6 months.  Please give details.

1. Our students organized a cultural program in which they presented folkdances, Raas, Garba, dances, plays etc.  Our school organized a Get-together for parents. Villagers & 50 to 60 guests also participated.

2. Our children organized cultural programs in Khadaki & Gundia villages & won prizes.

3. For Gandhi Jayanti, they organized an exhibition, prepared songs & events. 

4. They participated in games competition. They also went for the District level competition.

5. They went on educational tours to Vadodara, Ajawa, Nimeta, Kabirvad, a sugar factory, Unai etc.

6. They did gardening on the campus & grew vegetables.

7. They made creative activities like paintings etc.

8. New Project called “School Encouragement Program”

8.1 The situation for education in the remote areas of in & around Khadaki is very bad. Some villages have a Govt. aided / run primary school for Std 1 to Std 4. But teachers are very irregular in attending classes & rarely come to schools. As a result, the learning is extremely poor, even when a child is attending a school. It is very essential that children get a very good educational foundation in the Primary schools. Further, the nursery or Balwadi for preschool children are also not running regularly. The local language in this border area here is similar to Konkani, but being in Gujarat, the medium of instruction in the schools is Gujarati. Children do not get to learn to read or write at home, as the parents are illiterate & uneducated. Children do not get to learn how to read & write at all. As a result, the children face great difficulties when they go to Std 1 in the school.

8.2 We have therefor decided to start a “zero Class” or Pre- Primary. Our plan is that the children should study in the “Zero class” for a year & learn to use the slate & pen, sing songs, listen to stories, play games, do some simple counting etc.

8.3 We have appointed we have appointed local teachers in the villages of Khadaki, Madhuri, Choura, KothaIdri, & Tithalpada. These teachers will spend four to five hours with the children, even on holidays. 

8.4 We have received very encouraging initial results. Children have started going to the school very regularly. 

8.5 These teachers are paid a monthly salary of Rs 700 ($ 16).

8.6 We also need Blackboards, charts, chalk, slate & pen, etc. We also need budget for teachers training & for buying story & other books. 

8.7 We have started the following centers:

Village
Nos. of Students

Khadaki
20

Madhuri
35

Choura
40

Kothaidri
40

Tilatpada
20

Total
155

Budget for the New Project:

Item
Rs.

Salary : Rs 700pm X5 Teachers X 12 months
42,000

Educational Material & Teachers Training cost
8,000

Total
50,000

Please explain how Asha funds were used in the last 6 months.

Khadaki center has not received any funding from Asha. When we get funds from Asha, we will use it for:

· For the dorms, meals etc.

· For two pairs of uniforms.

· Taking children on outings.

· For fuel in the kitchen, for diesel for pump, Kerosene for lanterns etc. 

· For children’s education buy kits, slate & pen, text books & notebooks etc.

Please send fill out this form and send back to Asha for Education within 3 weeks from the time you receive this form.  Thank you for your time and patience.

Prepared by Jyoti & Tushar Shah, translated from the report in Gujarati sent by Sujataben. 

S. P. Shah
Your Signature

Sujata Pravinbhai Shah

________________________________________________

Your Name Printed

Date: Nov 27, 2006
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