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6 MONTH PROGRESS REPORT 

Apr 1, 2006 to Sep 30, 2006

Please send fill out this form and send back to Asha for Education within 3 weeks from the time you receive this form.  Thank you for your time and patience.

PLEASE COMPLETE THIS FORM AND MAIL IT TO:

___________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

. ______________________________________________________________

Note: The information for this Report is given verbally by the Principal Ganeshbhai in Gujarati & filled in English by Jyoti & Tushar Shah (Asha members NYC/NJ). Some information is from their Annual Report & from Kantibhai.

CONTACT INFORMATION

Name of the organization:  Sarvoday Parivar Trust

Organization description: A Non- Profit, Non- Political, Non–Religious NGO, dedicated to secular values. It is operating on Gandhian Principles as articulated by Vinoba Bhave’s Sarvoday movement. We believe in progress of everyone  (Progress of Majority is not enough), including (& especially) the poorest of the poors.  Its mission is the up-lift the Adivasi people in the backward Hill areas of Dharampur by Education, Water management projects,  Khadi production, providing free Primary health care in remote villages & providing subsidized grains & roof tiles to the poorest. It is operating in a very remote area. We do not take any grant or aid from Govt. to keep clear of bureaucracy & associated problems. We are dependent for funds only on donations received from individuals & organizations.

Date of establishment :
Operating in Pindval area since 1968

Contact person(s)
 Harvilasben, Kantibhai Shah, Ganeshbhai, Sujataben.

Phone numbers: No telephone wires. Kantibhai Cell: +9194 2717 6711; 

Ganeshbhai Cell: +9194 2746 8300. 

The cell signals are available sporadically, at two small sweet spots in the school. It is difficult to call us, as we have to be walking by the sweet spot when you call. We may be able to call you if & when we get a signal. We have to walk 3 KMs to a hill to get 100% success of calling. You can send a message by calling Narendrabhai of the Rice Mill at Dharampur at +9198 2534 4161. He would write down a small message & send through ST bus driver. Do not expect reply for 1– 3 days. You will have to call Narendrabhai for the reply.

 Email 
None

Address
Sarvoday Parivar Trust,  Pindval, Taluka Dharampur, District Valsad, Gujarat, India 396050
Location (village/town) Pindval

Description of area : 
Remote areas in the Hills of Dharampur, Elevation 1700 Ft. Earlier there were dense forests in this heavy rainfall area. In the last few decades, most of the forests have been cut down illegally for timber and clearing for small farms. Almost entire population is of tribal people.

STATISTICS

Number of children currently enrolled in the project : 194

Ages of the children : 6 to 13  Years

Standards taught:  Std 1 to 7

Number of boys: 120

Number of girls : 74

Number of teachers  : 7 Teachers + 1 Principal, who also teaches.

Number of MALE teachers : _4

Number of FEMALE teachers _4

Current Teacher/student ratio __24

Salary of Teachers : R. 1500 ($ 33) to Rs 3000 ($67) per month. + Free Room for living, electricity (If & when it comes) & primary medical treatment. An Endowment Insurance Policy after 7 to 10 years of service (Confidential & not announced) for good performers only.

School timings : This is a Residential School & student activities start at 5:30 AM. Formal classes are from 10:30 AM to 5:00 PM

School days: _Mondays through Friday + ½ Day on Saturday.

Over all school attendance percentage: Almost 100% , unless a child is sick.

Medium of instruction : Gujarati.

Economic background of the parents of the children : Very poor. Mostly illiterate, unskilled, untrained Daily wage earners & seasonal day workers. May earn Rs 1000 ($22) per month. A few may have small (Fraction of an acre) farm where they grow grains.


Is the school in a rural or urban area __Very Rural & Remote area.

Is it a residential school? ___Yes.

How far away are the homes of the children? Up to 45 KMs (28 Miles)

How do the children get to school? Walk or by Bus at the beginning & end of the term.

School days: _230 days

FCRA Number: Available with SPT but misplaced by Tushar. It will be sent later.
Below are some general questions regarding the project. Since your feedback is valuable to us, please make your answers as detailed as possible.

Please tell us the progress of the school in the last 6 months (usually from April to September of the current year based on typical April 1 – March 31 school year in India)

In so remote & so poor an area, the contact with outside world is limited.

However, the school is trying out new things. 

1. Excursion of students of Std 5, 6 & 7 to Nal Sarovar, Amdavad, Pavagadh. Some students had seen the towns & trains for the first time.

2. Students are appearing in voluntary external examinations & getting 100% pass ! : Hindi Balpothi, 46 students of Std 4, 5,. Hindi Paheli 18 students  of Std 6. Hindi Doosari 19 students of std 7.

3. Gandhi Jeevan Exams: 22 appeared, all passed in First class.

4. External Drawing Exams: 36 appeared, 100% pass.

How do you think the school has improved in the last 6 months?

1. Sent Teachers for training in new method for teaching mathematics. Started an interactive program for practical & visual training for Math for Std 1 & 2. 

2. There were only 4 toilets for 120 Boys. 8 new toilets have been built, which will be shared with teachers & their families.

What are the problems you have faced in the last 6 months? 

1. The school building is partly demolished as it was very unsafe.

2. The one- story school building was built about 20 years ago on a low budget & using local skills & material. There was no proper  foundation. The walls of the classrooms started cracking as one side of the wall was sinking. The students, who also use the classroom as dorms at night, were not allowed to sleep in the sinking rooms. But the classes were being conducted in the day. However, even that has become unsafe now. The walls of the schools are being torn down. We are building new classrooms. Earlier, the building was small & some of the classes were conducted in different rooms available in Khadi center & other places. In the new building, all classes will be at one place.

3. The estimated cost of the new construction & repairs is Rs one million ( $22,200). 

4. We request Asha to support the Repairs & construction of the building.

5. We have books in our Library. But we do not have any room for the students to sit & read. A dedicated room for Library will allow the books to be easily accessible and create a space for students to read. This would encourage students to develop reading habit. 

How would you rate the overall effectiveness of this project over the past 6 months?

Good.


Please give examples of activities at the project in the last 6 months.  Please give details.

1. Students participate in Open competitive exams conducted by external agencies & pass 100%.

2. Students & Teachers grow vegetables as a learning Project. About 600 Kg (1320 lbs.) of Tomatoes & Eggplants were harvested in one year.

3. Students participate in all activities of running a Residential school. For example, Cleaning of the entire school is done only by students. Students roll all chapatis. The students wash all clothes. They clean toilets, dining area, kitchen etc. They water the plants. They form teams & elect Team Leaders to manage all work. This gives them training to be self-dependent in their life & for Team working.

4. Singing & dancing are very important part of Adivasi culture. They learn & practice singing & dancing. They organize several cultural programs. 

Please explain how Asha funds were used in the last 6 months.

Asha funds were used for all activities of the school. Asha contributed about 43% of the total cost of running the school in the year 2004-05.

We thank Asha for the support & hope it will continue & increase the support.

Is there any other feedback you would like to provide to Asha for Education?

1. Our cost of Repair & construction of classrooms is Rs 1 Million. We request Asha’s support.

Please send fill out this form and send back to Asha for Education within 3 weeks from the time you receive this form.  Thank you for your time and patience.

Prepared by Jyoti & Tushar Shah based on verbal feedback given by Ganeshbhai & Kantibhai.

________________________________________________

Your Signature

________________________________________________

Your Name Printed

________________________________________________

Date: Nov 15, 2006
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