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Please attach additional sheets wherever necessary. Thank you for your time and patience.

Yearly Feedback form for the Year 2005-06.

Note: This report is written by Jyoti & Tushar Shah (Asha [NYC/NJ] volunteers) on behalf of SPT, based on the information given by & discussion with SPT in Gujarati, during their visit to Pindval on Oct 30 & 31, 2006.

Name of the organization :  Sarvoday Parivar Trust

Date of establishment 
1968

Location 
:     Pindval, Dharampur Taluka, Gujarat, India

Description of area
: Remote areas in the Hills of Dharampur, Elevation 1700 Ft. Earlier there were dense forests in this heavy rainfall area. In the last few decades, most of the forests have been cut down illegally for timber and clearing for small farms. Almost entire population is of tribal people.

Contact person(s): Harvilasben, Kantibhai Shah, Ganeshbhai, Sujataben.

Address
Sarvoday Parivar Trust,

                              Pindval, Taluka Dharampur, District Valsad, Gujarat, 


India, 396050

Phone number 
: No telephone wires. 


Kantibhai Cell: +9194 2717 6711; 

Ganeshbhai Cell: +9194 2746 8300. 

The cell signals are available sporadically, at two small sweet spots in the school. It is difficult to call us, as we have to be walking by the sweet spot when you call. We may be able to call you if & when we get a signal. We have to walk 3 KMs to a hill to get 100% success of calling. You can send a message by calling Narendrabhai of the Rice Mill at Dharampur at +9198 2534 4161. He would write down a small message & send through ST bus driver. Do not expect reply for 1– 3 days. You will have to call Narendrabhai for the reply  

Number of children currently enrolled in the project: 192 

Current Girl/Boy ratio : 64%

Current Teacher/student ratio : 24

Over all school attendance percentage : Almost 100% , unless a child is sick.


Medium of instruction : Gujarati 

Below are some general questions regarding the project. Since your feedback is valuable to us, please make your answers as detailed as possible.

Details on the school curriculum (please attach additional sheets if necessary)

SPT follows academic curriculum announced by Govt. of Gujarat  for Stds 1 to 7. 

We also train them to become self-dependent and live a life with dignity, imbibing them with their traditional culture and values. 

Long-term goals of the project (mention any changes you foresee) (Summary of long talks with Kantibhai, in the words of Jyoti & Tushar)

1. To provide Good Education as per up to Std 7. To train them so that students can compete effectively when they go for High School Education & further in the cities.

2. To train them for Hygiene, Cleanliness, orderliness, getting organized.

3. To train them to form Teams, elect Leaders, get worked done by the teams.

4. To impart Sarva Dharma Sama Bhavana, or Equal Respect of all religions.

5. To train them for growing vegetables, plants etc.

6. To train them to lead a life of self-dependence & Dignity.

7. To instill the Principles of Sarvodaya or Working for the Goal of achieving Progress of Everyone in the society.

8. To give them an opportunity of learning music, dance, painting & development of traditional Arts.

9. To give them an opportunity of learning with fun on a full stomach instead of a life of poverty & neglect due to the absence of migrant worker-parents.

10. To prepare them to live in the Hills when they grow up instead of migrating to cities where they would live a life of depravation & humiliation.

Description of current school facilities (building, equipment etc) At Pindval:


A tree shaded area with several tiled roof small buildings. 

The children & teachers live a simple lifestyle that meets only the very basic needs

The Boys use classrooms as dorms for sleeping on the floor at night. Girls have a Kanyashala for sleeping at night.

Classrooms do not have any bench or desks. Children sit on the floor & write off the floor. 

The school gives them uniforms, one small, thin mattress, which can be rolled up during the day, and a small tin bag to keep their possessions. 

The school also gives textbooks & notebooks to the children.

There is a small building that serves as a  “prayer room”. The pictures or symbols of all religions, viz. Hindu, Christian, Islam, Sikh, Jain, Buddhism and others are displayed on the walls. Children are taught to respect all religions.

There is no Library, but books are locked up in cupboards. Children get to borrow a book every Sunday.

Teachers & their families also live in one or two rooms.

The children sit on the floor for their meals. The area was deteriorating & has been repaired recently.

There are two solar cookers, which can be used for cooking a part of the evening meals. The kitchen uses Kerosene stoves & wood for cooking. 

There is no laboratory.

There are only 4 toilets for 120 Boys. 8 more toilets are being built.

There is a vegetable patch where children grow Tomatoes, Eggplants, Mirchi etc.

A Play area with swings, Jungle Jim etc has been built last year.

There is an open-air stage where children practice & perform their traditional dances & songs. 

The Khadi weaving center is also on the same area. Families from surrounding villages come to process Khadi. 

How do you need to improve these facilities? 

1. The one- story school building was built about 20 years ago on a low budget & using local skills & material. There was no proper foundation. The walls of the classrooms started cracking 12 to 18 months back as one side of the wall was sinking. The students, who also use the classroom as dorms at night, were not allowed to sleep in the sinking rooms. But the classes were being conducted in the day. However, even that has become unsafe now. The walls of the schools will be torn down. We will build new classrooms. Earlier, the building was small & some of the classes were conducted in different rooms available in Khadi center & other places. In the new building, all classes will be at one place.

2. The estimated cost of the new construction & repairs is Rs one million ($22,200). The Architect, Aparnaben of Kaivalya Trust, has given design without any charge.

3. We request Asha to support the Repairs & construction of the building.

4. We have about 800 books in our Library. But we do not have any room for the students to sit & read. A dedicated room for Library will allow the books to be easily accessible and create a space for students to read. This would encourage students to develop reading habit. 

How do you think the school has improved in the last year?

We continue to expose children to new ideas & places. 

The children went on the field trips of Nal Sarovar, Amdavad, Kabirvad, Pavagadh, Narmada Dam, & Dakor. For many students, this was the first exposure to the cities or dams or even trains.

Students are appearing in voluntary external examinations & getting 100% pass! 

1.  Hindi Balpothi, 46 students of Std 4, 5. Hindi Paheli 18 students of Std 6. Hindi Doosari 19 students of Std 7.

2. Gandhi Jeevan Exams: 22 appeared, all passed in First class.

3. External Drawing Exams: 36 appeared, 100% pass.

RainWater is being collected from the roofs & charged to tube wells. Children are exposed to the needs & methods of RainWater Harvesting.

What are the problems you have faced in the last year? 

Dr. Navnitbhai Fojdar, who had started the Adivasi welfare activities at Pindval, passed away this year. 

Dr. Navnitbhai came to Pindval in 1968 when no medical facility was available in the entire Hill area where only Adivasis lived. 

Only Voodoo medicines were practiced. Even Christian Missionaries came after Dr. Navnitbhai. He believed that the noble Gyan (Knowledge) of medicine that he had received can not be “sold” for money. He dedicated his life to serving the Adivasis. He was supported by Kantaben, Harvilasben & Kantibhai, who later moved to Pindval & started SPT.

We all will miss his wisdom & inspiration. 

How would you rate the overall effectiveness of this project over the past year?

The first batch of our students that joined the first Std in our school in 1994 & passed Std 7 in 2001, have passed the 12th std in 2006 with flying colors. 

12 students out of 18 students, who passed 7th Std from SPT, studied up to 12th Std. 

All students passed 12th standard with very good marks. 

Five students took science stream & achieved First Class. 

We are very happy & proud of our first batch of students.

This achievement must be viewed in the context that they are probably the first members in their entire family’s history, who went to the school & learnt to read & write. 

How much longer do you foresee requiring Asha funding, and for what purposes?

We do not take any grant from Govt. due to the problems associated with bureaucracy in these remote areas.

Even though we live a minimalist lifestyle, our average expense per student per year is Rs 5120 ($114) at Pindval.

Our students come from extremely poor parents, who are mostly migrant day workers, mostly illiterate & unskilled. Although we charge an annual fee of Rs 250 ($6), many parents can not afford even that. 

We are therefor dependent upon donations from individuals & organizations to keep the school going.

We request that Asha continue to support us.

Current expenditure details 

Sarvoday Parivar Trust, Pindval, District: Dharampur,


 Jilla Valsad, 396050, India





Residential Primary School at Pindval
Expenses

 
April1, 2005 to Mar 31, 2006







Salaries: Teachers & support Staff
311404




Vehicle for Travels
75858




Groceries & Grains
343460




Vegetables
35267




Milk
67506




Fuel
49136










Educational Devices
16813




Dormitories
28404




Educational Tour 
37819




Miscellaneous
4591




Transportation
3637




Kitchen utensils
9104




Total
982,999.00

Residential Non-Formal School at Khadki








Salaries: Teachers & support Staff
142,106.00




Vehicle for Travels
9,850.00




Groceries & Grains
158,664.00




Vegetables
18,271.00




Milk
35,805.00




Fuel
25,227.00




Khadi Uniforms & other expenses
14,157.00




Educational Devices
20,461.00




Dormitories: Repairs & construction
78,394.00




Educational Tour 
18,421.00




Miscellaneous
22,910.00










Hostel Utensils
33,266.00




Total
577,532.00

Current total income of your project 

The trust received a total income of Rs 7,318,979 for all its activities. The expenses were Rs 7,502,540. The deficit for the year was Rs 183,561.

Please give us details on the sources and amounts of funding the project receives
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Percentage of funds currently sponsored by Asha. 

We received $8020 (Rs 360,900) for the year 2004 –05 in May 2006 for Pindval Center. 

We have not received any funding from Asha California Chapter for the Khadki Project for 2004-05.

Asha’s funding of Rs 361K for Pindval represents 43% of the expenses of the school at Pindval for the year 2004-05.

We request that Asha California Chapter send $ 4,000 each for the year 2004-2005 and the year 2005-06 for the school at Khadaki as per earlier practice.

Is there any other feedback you would like to provide to Asha? 

1. We request that same proportion, 43% of the operating expense for the year 2005-06 or $9,400 be given for the Pindval Center.

2. We request that Asha may give as much as possible for $22,200 needed for the school building repair expenses.

We are used to working with Adivasis in the jungles. Writing reports is difficult for us. Please bear with us if we are delayed.
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