Aralu site visit report Sept 2003

By Shanmuga Subramanian
This is a visit report on Aralu, a social organisation based in Bidar, district of Karnataka. I and Ravi Aluganti of akshara were travelling in medak district as part of our learning network campaign and when visiting pacha saale near zaheerabad in andhra we realized that Bidar is only 30 mins by bus and so decided to spend a day at Aralu on 21st aug 2003.this is a report meant mainly for Asha, not the learning network.

We landed on 20th night made plans to visit the villages and pre-primary
centers. A torrential rain for five hours spoilt our plans. Kamthana and others were in 3 feet deep water and were not accessible by the morning. So we changed plans to visit the plantation and site for residential school (named as prashanti kutir).

I understand that as a followup to my 2000 visit, aralu gave a proposal (called belaku) to asha to support the plantation, dairy farm, other igp (income generation programmes) as well as build the residential school for orphan and destitute children and that Asha at Chicago has supported part of the belaku proposal, particularly the plantation work. Ravi and I visited the plantation with k.t.meril, founder-secretary of aralu, and shanta kumar, a longtime staff of aralu.a small building built using funds from TDH (terre des hommes) and asha is also in place. This is currently used for bridge schools in summer (to take child labourers and school pushouts back to school). The building will become part of the residential school later on.the plantation developed with asha's support has come up well. 

The land now shows little resemblance to how it was - a barren land without a single blade of grass-during my 2000 visit to aralu. Since there is no water below this land, a separate piece of land has been bought just for digging a borewell and bringing water here. The main plantation is mango that is now about a metre in height. There are also vegetable patches of brinjal, various gourds, tomato,etc. a few teak samplings have been planted along the edges and fodder for the cows of the would-be dairy farm are already growing. The plantation of 4.32 acres is taken care of by a young man, raju,and supervised by natarajan, a staff of aralu.

In the evening, we had a meeting with the longtime staff of aralu, archana (accounts, admin)and mainamma (education coord) in addition to meril and shantakumar. We mentioned about the new iniatitive called learning network, mainamma was particularly excited and wanted to join the l-net workshops. ravi mentioned that he and chitrakka will visit bidar as followup to arts and crafts workshops in which some aralu teachers had participated. Meril mentioned that a new trust, named mercy trust has been registered to give space for archana,mainamma and others to pursue any new initiatives since aralu cannot take up all the activities within its fold. we wished the team well before leaving to warangal.

A notable positive development is that k.t.meril is gaining recognition in the govt sector as a resource person for child rights and he has conducted several workshops for government-run balwadi and school teachers on the issue of child rights and related enforceable laws, what are the duties of teachers in the matter.

Warm regards.

shanmuga
