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Last year when the mandal education officer visited the school. We were running 

the school without recognition as required by the  Govt. act.   We met the local MLA, 

     a friend of late Ragunatha Reddy(who in turn was a friend of ours), who also asked us to apply 

    for recognition.  We met the  sub. Collector, and he directed us to the DEO at Chittoor. He    

     permitted us to reopen the school  but suggested that we apply for recognition. Meanwhile we 

    put 24 of our school  children in the govt. school in Madanapalli(Eng. Medium school)-lest they

    lose a year in all this  confusing scenario. There, we are informed that our schoolchildren are 

   doing very well (academically). We took in another batch of 30 children (between 4years and 

   7years) in August 2012.

                   From August we were busy with the process of getting recognition for the school. We 

     have  finished all the formalities for getting recognition for the school. The file is finally with the 

    District Education Officer at Chittoor and I think it would soon be approved.  

    The groups:

The first group consisted of 4 children in the age group of 7years. The second group consisted of 

9 children in the age group of 6 years. These were children who had been going to other 

schools. Their parents had found the other schools pretty bad instead wanted their children to 

attend Sumavanam. These children had been subjected to a lot of punishments, some had been 

detained in the same class  for no obvious reason. They were used to learning things by rote, the

 hand writing was appalling and they were not used to sit and do any serious work on their own. 

  We had to  start every thing fresh. We introduced them to language learning through phonetics.

  Their hand writing had to be corrected. We had to insist on  doing things neatly and slowly 

  rather than quickly in an attempt to get over with the job. Their speaking and writing and 

comprehension skills had to be enhanced. This needed the preparation of a number 

 of work sheets. The craftwork also helped to get them interested in whatever they were doing.

This also increased  their  attention span..

The first group of 7 year olds (2nd grade), with the help of Usha had written their own rhymes in 

Telugu. They did a number of worksheets in English to improve their language skills. In Maths they 

had done things to show the commutative property of multiplication(using stickers and empty 

match boxes).(These are just a few examples)

The second group of 6year olds also went through work sheets (prepared by Usha) to relearn 

English by the Phonetic way. They did some interesting activities in Maths(like using matchsticks 

to show 10+1=11.etc.).

The third group of 5 year olds being fresh it was easier to deal with. They were introduced to 

pictures, their names, writing of alphabets, their names and number names. They did a lot of 

colouring of pictures and leaf rubbings to signify numbers.

The 4th group was of 4 year olds. They were allowed to play, taught rhymes, did a lot of 

colouring, introduced to strokes etc. 

All the children did a lot of craftwork, played indoor games (puzzles, Pelmanism cards, dominoes),

 learnt a lot of rhymes, planted and looked after plants  Children appear to be enjoying their work 

and rarely absent themselves from school

The best thing that has happened during summer was the parents of the school children coming 

voluntarily to white wash the school buildings. This shows the amount of good will they have 

towards the school.

Behavioural problems: 

A boy K was too active. He used to regularly beat other children and had 

very little attention span. In the other school (from which he came) he was being constantly beaten 

up by the teachers. By engaging in conversation, encouraging him in his work and by showing that 

we care and that he will not be unnecessarily punished, we could make him sit down and do his 

work. He is less violent. He pays more attention to his work. He also helps the other children with

 their work. 

Another boy G was being punished (in the school from which he came) severely for not doing his 

home work and to avoid punishment he used to absent himself from school. He had black marks 

under his eyes. After coming to Sumavanam, with no punishments and with a lot of encouragement 

from the teachers , he has regained his self esteem. He is quite regular to the school and is showing 

a lot o interest in his work.

Most of the children, who had been to other schools, have got rid of their fear. They enjoy their 

work. They are  keen to learn and put in the necessary work.

:

We feel that we need schools where children are respected and cared for, whatever be their 

Idiosyncrasies. This is especially true for children from disadvantaged families whose parents are 

Intimidated by the teachers of the so-called private English medium schools.

 The children who had left this school frequently visit us to share   their experiences in other 

schools. They also help us with the building work and tree planting work.

Finally we need to separate the mistake the child makes from the child itself.  Then the child feels 

that  the teacher dislikes his/her actions and not him/her.

Meetings with the parents

We constantly interact with parents of the children. We tell them about the problems of unlimited 

viewing of the TV and also discuss about the children’s health problems. We inform them about

 major decision like getting recognition for the school, the problems involved with the officials,

One of the students who had studied in Sumavanam was of great help in dealing  with the govt. 

officials  and getting things moving in the govt. offices.

 Visitors:
There was a group from Sreeram Foundation to know about the methods used in this 

School. There was a lively debate on the merits and demerits of the Montessori method.

There was a group from Rishi Valley to know about the school. Among them one Mr.Agarwal was 

interested in starting a school in his native village near Lucknow. 

Theo:  maths teacher from U.K. spent a couple weeks, helping us in the school..Being a good 

guitar and flute player he entertained the children with his music. He also went to the village and 

visited children at their homes.

The Mandal Education Officer and the Mandal Resource person also visited the school. They very 

much appreciated the wide variety of teaching materials being used in the school..

Funding: 

We have been receiving funds from:

1) United Nations International School.

2) Neel Bagh Trust, U.K. (The last instalment was sent in 2011-2012.The trust has been wound up)

3) Asha for Education Seattle chapter

We are thankful to the donors for letting the children have a  wonderful childhood.

