
Timbaktu - CRC Site Visit Report

Me, Anita and Sanjeev started to Timbaktu on 14th November morning 6:30 AM and reached there around 10:00 AM . We first visited the Timbaktu office near to Chennakothapalli village to visit Mary and Bablu. But everyone were in the CRC for the Children’s day celebration. We then headed to CRC which is in the Chennakothapalli village. Children s day celebrations were going on and the CRC was filled with students from Prakruthi badi, Timbaktu badi , other students from the village and the parents.. Bablu, Mary, Sathish, Adi, Subbu, Kalyani were there in the CRC. We enjoyed the drama and dance by the kids for sometime. Kalyani explained to me that the dance was a folk dance taught to the elder kids during their summer camp which was then taught to the younger kids by the elder ones.
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Children s day celebration at CRC                                                                                              
Once the function was over, AdiNarayana who is incharge of the Children Resource Centre showed us the CRC and explained the functions of CRC. The CRC had 4 sections: Library, Computer centre, Arts &Crafts and the Science lab. The library had a good range of  books, 6 daily newspapers and 6 weekly magazines to be used by the students in and around the village. We met the librarian Alivelu who takes care of the maintenance of the library and also reads books to the younger kids. Adinarayana said that the library would be open for the people almost all days in the year.
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Library @ CRC

Next we moved to the computer facility. There are currently only two computers in operating condition and Adinarayana said both the computers are used for creating the Kothapalli magazine most of the times. So currently the usage of computer facility by the students is nil. 
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Computer facility @ CRC

The next section was Arts and Crafts section. Adinarayana is currently involved in teaching and guiding 8 young girls in different kinds of arts and crafts like tailoring, drawing and fabric painting, clay work, puppet making, banner writing, knitting, screen printing, bamboo toys and articles making, photo frame-making. There were good range of art & craft work done by the girls and Adinarayana showed us the inventory of the things made during their training. Proceedings from the sale of these goods would go to the collective. Also there were occasional sessions conducted by the volunteers from different countries on different craft works.
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Girls trained in the Arts and Crafts section

Next was the science lab which was used by the kids occasionally. The lab is also used for crafts work, if needed. 

After visiting the CRC, Adinarayana was waiting to take us to the Bhavani weaving centre which trains 6 of the young girls in weaving. As it was not a part of our visit we planned to head go to Timbaktu for lunch. Then later we understood that  supporting the girls trained in the arts and crafts section and the girls trained in the weaving centre were also part of the CRC. But the budget for supporting the girls was not detailed in the budget sent to the Asha Bangalore chapter. We as a chapter had approved only the running expenses of the CRC and not supporting the girls.

After visiting the CRC and planning for a meeting with Mary and CRC team in the evening, we headed to Timbaktu for lunch. It was a about 6 - 7 kms from the Chennakothapalli village and was a completely remote place. It was calm and serene and I am sure you will like it the first time.

After the post lunch break, we went to meet Mary and team in their office. Mary took us to the Bhavani centre and the master who was in charge of the weaving centre explained the process of weaving and the girls were busy in weaving. There are six girls who are currently getting trained in the weaving centre. The weaving centre also had inventories (sarees, kurta materials , handkerchiefs..) which was available for sale.
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Weaving centre

After visiting the Bhavani centre we had a brief discussion on the understanding of how the funds would be used. As stated early, Timbaktu was under the idea that Asha Bangalore would support the expenses for running the centre and also support the girls in the arts&crafts centre and the weaving centre. 

But the budget sent to the chapter states only the running and maintenance expenses for the centre and this was the one approved by the chapter. We clarified them on this and told Mary that we would need to present the budget to the chapter again if there is a change in the way they would utilise the funds. We also told them that we would check again on the budget and we agreed to have another discussion the next day. We checked on the budget and reconfirmed that it includes only the running expenses and voluteer fellowship. 

After the discussion we headed to Dinseh s house who was part of Timbaktu earlier and currently focusing on creating awareness on Millets and improving the market for millets. Dinesh gave us a lot of insight into Organic foods and how bad our current food pattern is. After having a good discussion with Dinesh we headed back to Timbaktu to catch our night s sleep.

After a good walk and breakfast in the morning, we headed to the CRC to see how it functions. But unfortunately the CRC was closed. Arts&Crafts section is closed on Sundays but it is said that the library is open almost all days. We waited for sometime and came to know that the CRC would not open as the person responsible was not keeping well. Surprisingly we did not find many people coming to the CRC or waiting there for it to open except for the few kids who were using the playground.  

Then we headed back to Timbaktu for next round of discussion on the funding and status of funding by other Asha chapters. Mary suggested that the fellowships of the 14 girls currently involved in the training can be taken care by the fund given by the Bangalore chapter. Anita , myself and Sanjeev told Mary and Bablu that we would like to present the budget again to the chapter if the fellowships of the girls need to be included. Mary, Bablu and Sathish had a discussion and came to conclusion that we can fund the running expenses of CRC and they would look for other volunteers to fund the fellowship of the girls. After confirming this, we had a discussion on the funding status of other chapters and Sanjeev updated Mary and Bablu on the other Asha Chapters.Post discussion we had lunch and Anita/Sanjeev went to have some rest and I went to visit the Timbaktu Badi.

Timbaktu Badi

Timbaktu badi is a residential school and it had up to 7th standard. The living space had four rooms , one for boys and three for girls. There were about 40 girls and 20 boys in the school. There were only 2 classrooms and all classes till 5th standard are taken in the living space or any open space . One of the classrooms did not have a roof and due to budget constraints this was not taken care of .There were three sewing machines in the office room and this is used to teach the elder kids. There were few sports goods and a small science lab which was equipped minimally. There was a small library near to the dining room. Finally I went and visited the kitchen and dining room where students were getting ready to see the Sunday movie . 
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Classroom without a roof
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Library @ Timbaktu badi
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Setting laptop and speakers for the movie.

After visiting Timbaktu badi, we had some rest and started our trip back to Bangalore around 5PM. A milestone at the exit read “ Live simple so that others can simply live”.

