. Udbhas                                                             June  2005

Udbhas is a registered voluntary welfare organization working for over 16 years(since January 1988) in slum areas close to Rabindra Sarobar in Calcutta. Our mission is to serve children from the deprived section of our society. We have been trying to improve the socio-economic condition of underprivileged  children , irrespective of caste, creed and religion by promoting literacy and self- reliance.

Knowledge is enlightening. Education sets us free, giving us power to determine the course of lives. This empowerment we seek to give to  these children. Our aim is to try to make complete person and bring them back in the main-stream of our society.

Our classes are usually held in the open, under trees in Rabindra Sarobar in South Calcutta with frequent disruptions, specially during monsoons when we have to run for shelter under make-shift arrangements. In peak summer, it is also almost impossible to conduct classes in the open. We have now well over 100 children to accommodate. At present we are running our classes in the car-space of a multi-storied office building as a temporary measure and are vacating the space well before the office starts. It is the goodwill and sympathy of the officers that we are still here. We may be asked to vacate the space any day. 

We teach each child the basics. Once the child attains a certain level, we get them admitted to former schools and coach them. Our special care is to motivate drop-outs to continue their studies. We are proud that many of our students have been appearing for School Final, Higher Secondary and even Degree examination. Various vocational and cultural trainings are part of our activities. A number of our ex-students are by now on their own and settled in life. Success stories of our some such students are really encouraging.

One may have a fairly good idea of various activities of Udbhas from the enclosed Brochure.

We have made a beginning but there is long way to go. Our hoarse cry is for an all season shelter where we can conduct our classes and provide vocational training facilities. So please help…in any way you can.

Please ring 2484-3840, 2440-8072 or 2473-3737 and write to following mailing address;- 95 NandibaganSen Garden, Kolkata, e-mail to  bk_ghosh@vsnl.net    

.

Success-stories of some of our students coming from adjacent  Gobindapur, Panchanantala and Kumorpara colony :-

1. Sushanta Samanta (27) –Passed M.Com, completed spoken English course from Ramkrisna Mission Institute.                    Presently- L I C Agent.

2. Laksmi Samanta (24)  -  Passed  Class Nine, completed training in Home Nursing 

                                              Presently- Working in a Nursing Home at Gariahat.

3. Jaydeb Naskar (25)         Passed Higher Secondery(Commerce)

                                           Presently:- Working in a TV channel (Moviwala). Knows 

                                           Computer operations. Has flair for writing & photography.                                                                                                                           
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                                                       -2-

4. Tarun Das (25)         Passed Madhyamik. Has flair for acting. Active member of

                                      Udbhas.  Organises Udbhas functions.

                                       Working in a private concern.                                                                            

5. Pampa Naiya (21)     Studying  B.A degree course.

                                      Presently:-  Working as Insurance sub-agent.

6. Sridam Sardar (22)   Has appeared in B.Com. Part 1,has also taken  

                                      training in house-wiring.

7.Ajay  Das   (28)         Studied upto class VIII ,took swimming training.

                                      Presently working as a trainer in Swimming club.

8. Uttam Halder (23)    Has appeared in B.Com.  Part 1. Obtained Diploma  in

                                      computer application and training in commercial art.

                                      Working as free lancer and is a drawing teacher in Udbhas.

     9.  Ramesh Das  (24)      Appeared in B.Com.  Part 2. Received training in commercial  

                                       art and can make beautiful show-pieces from wood and 

                                      betelnuts. These are appreciated and bought by art lovers.

    10   Ratan Naskar (23)      Passed  Madhyamik. Took training in commercial art and

                                      Learning DTP course.Has very good flair for writing, painting

                                      and modelling. Working as a residential building supervisor.

     11  Laksmi Naha (18)     Passed H. S  and studying Degree Course. She is a good .         .                                           dancer and working part time with an NGO (Future Hope) as .    .                                           dance teacher. She is also voluntary Physical Training 

                                             teacher in Udbhas. 

                                             .

     12  Kunal Sardar (18)     Passed Higher Secondery . Has completed

                                             primary  Rock-climbing course. Active worker of Udbhas.

                                             Sells newspaper in the morning.

Many such examples of  ex-students of Udbhas  can be given. Most of these students feel that they are still part of  Udbhas  and actively participate in all Udbhas activities.

We feel proud to announce that out of  5 girls and 1 boy who appeared in School Final Examination this year, everyone passed, 5 in 2nd Division and 1 in 3rd division.

List of some of the Regular Expenses of  Udbhas :-

1. Two Sets of  School Uniforms  per  year -                                   ~ Rs  25,000

2. Tiffins for about  100  children  per year -                                   ~ Rs  75,000

3. Reading and Writing  Materials per year-                                   ~  Rs  24,000

4. Honorariums to 12 paid teachers ,,   ,,   -                                  ~  Rs  60,000

5. Stipends to willing & meritorious  students  per person / year ~  Rs    1,200  

6. Vocational training to children   per year -                               ~  Rs    6,000

7. Yearly Camp in suitable Locations  -                                        ~  Rs  15,000

8. Yearly Cultural Show performed by  Children -                       ~  Rs  15,000

9. Yearly  Sports , Arts and Literary competitions  along  with other Deprived  Children of the locality -                                                            ~  Rs  10,000

10. Yearly Publishing cost of quarterly “ Udbhas  Magazine  in which  Udbhas    children also writes -                                                                  ~   Rs  25,000

11. Yearly Rent and Maintenance of Office space -                        ~   Rs  25,000

12. Yearly cost of Charitable Dispensery -                                      ~   Rs  12,000

Magazine and Cultural Show are not only self -sustaining  but also add something to the Fund. 

Office accommodation is also used for Computer training , Library and  Charitable Dispensery. 

Stipends to Children  depend on the number of  Donors  available.

Udbhas runs entirely on Donations from sympathetic public and does not get any grant whatsoever. Proper flow of Fund will enable the members of Udbhas to run it more effectively and with more success. 

So, please  come forward and help generously for a Human Cause 
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