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Dated: 6th February, 2006

 

DHARNA FOR DEMANDING EMPLOYMENT, IMPROVEMENT IN PDS AND OTHER MATTERS

 


An indefinite dharna will begin tomorrow, 7th February, 2006 at Sandila Tehsil with a number of issues relating to violation of Right to Life guaranteed under Article 21 of the Constitution. Large number of villagers from rural areas of Hardoi District covering four Blocks are likely to participate in this dharna being organized by the Asha Parivar.

 


The Employment Guarantee Act has come into force in the country and Hardoi District is covered under it but the norms of this Act are being blatantly violated. In Heerupur Gutayya village of Gram Panchayat Godwa Khem local villagers have been desilting the Kashipur Minor (branch of a canal) on their own initiative since 2nd January, 2006 but the administration instead of ensuring payment to these workers has chosen to issue notices threatening legal action against 42 workers for illegally digging the canal. Till yesterday 1592 person days of labour has been put into this work. Payment of wages to these labourers will be the major demand of this dharna. Copies of the notices served to the 42 workers will be burned at the start of the dharna.

 


The second major issue of the dharna is to improve the functioning of Public Distribution System in Bharawan, Sandila, Kothawan and Behendar. We want to ensure that ration meant for Below Poverty Line, Antyodaya and Annapurna categories reaches the card holders regularly without corruption. However, the ration against incomplete entries on cards which has not been given to the people during the last five years must be given to the people or action must be taken against errant officials or ration shop owners. We feel that an effective PDS can go a long way in pulling people out of situations of extreme poverty and starvation.

 


In the work done as part of ‘Food for Work’ scheme at Rajkiya Usar Sudhar Prakshetra, Dhakunni, food component has not been paid, in violation of the norms of this scheme. Either only partial payments have been done of the cash component of the wages or full payment of wages in cash has been done denying the workers the extra quantity of food grain that they will get at the BPL rate, if payment of food component were made. Either payment of food component must be ensured or Rs. 16 in addition to the Rs. 58 (minimum wages) must be paid to the workers so that people will be able to buy the same amount of food grain as they’ll get under Food for Work scheme.

 


A number of people from Villages Jajupur, Uttar Kondh, Mohammadapur, Majhgaon, Atrauli, Bharawan, Sarwa Goswa, Pipri Narayanpur, Barriya Kasimabad, Pipargaon Nevada, Kashipur Bahariya, etc., who have land titles but are not in possession of their land will also join the dharna to demand their pieces lands. Illegal possessions have to be vacated.

 


Income-expenditure details of Gram Panchayats Atrauli, Majhgaon, Rampur Atwa, Barriya Kasimabad, Sarwa Goswa, Block Panchayats Bharawan and Sandila, District Panchayat, MLA LAD funds of Beniganj constituency, which have been demanded under Right to Information Act, but are not being given, will be demanded.

 


In a number of villages the Primary Schools still do not have effective Mid Day Meal scheme properly implemented and the Anganbadi is not working in most villages. The villagers participating in the dhrana would like to see these schemes functioning properly in their villages.

 


In Beniganj town area of Kothawan Block, people have not received any water through the government’s water system set up 20 years ago even once. The electricity situation is so bad that the local residents are demanding that their supply be officially cut off so that they don’t have to pay the bills.

 

Neelkamal, Sajiwan Lal, Ganga Sagar Awasthi, Ram Sagar Verma ‘Guddu’, Ram Bharose, Bhagwandeen, Om Prakash Rawat, Rajni Rawat, Chandralekha, Jitendra Dixit, Munna Lal Shukla, Baijnath, Sandeep

 

Contact at Dharna site: Neelkamal (9335287180), Ram Sagar Verma (9336914370), Jitendra Dixit (9839842511)

