Request for funding the education of 30 slum children under 

Vikas Adhyayan Kendra

Background:

Jogeshwari, a western Mumbai suburb between Andheri and Goregaon, is the house of many families below the poverty line. Most of these families with a monthly income between Rs 2500 and Rs 3000, are not in a position to afford basic education for their children. Moreover, with the parents being uneducated, the understanding of importance of education is very poor. This is responsible for the large number of school dropouts and under-performers.

Syed Firoz Ashraf, founder trustee of a secular voluntary organization called Vikas Adhyayan Kendra, understood the situation and decided to work for the education of these children. He targeted the school dropouts and started teaching them at his house, with the help of his wife. He took pains to meet the parents of these children to drive down the importance of education.

With the support from organizations like ASHA for Education, Allana Foundation and Akshara, the educational centers gradually increased to seven covering different parts of Jogeshwari and Juhu, benefiting about 200 students (Class I to Graduation). These classes started by Ashraf uncle, as he is dearly known, came to be known as Uncle’s classes.

Receiving the request from certain parents, Mr. Ashraf has started classes in two new locations, Beharam Baug and Syed chawl. About 30 students (Class V to Class IX) are getting benefited through these classes. This proposal seeks the funding for these two new educational centers.

Project Contacts:

Syed Firoz Ashraf,

Vikas Adhyayan Kendra

62, Link Road

Malad (West)

Mumbai – 400064

vak@bom3.vsnl.net.in
Phone no: 022 - 33984889

History of funding from ASHA:

April 2000 – March 2001 : USD 600

April 2001 – March 2002 : USD 4495

Earlier ASHA contacts:

Ms. Garima Bhatia, ASHA – St. Louis, gbat@wuche.che.wustl.edu
Ms. Uma Venkataraman, UTI, Chennai, uvenkataraman@yahoo.com
ASHA – Mumbai Contacts:

Mr. Harsha Vardhan Purandare, mumbaikar100@yahoo.com
Mr. Muralidhar Nittala, mdnittala@yahoo.com
Funding Requirement:

Teacher’s honorarium – 2 teachers, October 2003 – March 2004






@ Rs 800 p.m.


Rs 4800

Stationery – 30 students @ Rs 200 per student



Rs 6000

Small event @ Rs 2000






Rs 2000










--------------------------











Rs 12800

This amount may be sent to Vikas Adhyayan Kendra or can be disbursed alternatively through the ASHA – Mumbai chapter. Half of the amount may be released as soon as possible, while the other half can be released in mid – Jan 2004.

ASHA – Mumbai will take the responsibility of monitoring the progress of the project, ensuring the effective use of funds and providing regular updates on the project. In case, any clarifications / further information is required, please contact ASHA – Mumbai members Mr. Harsha Vardhan or Mr. Muralidhar.

