Asha for Education

ACTIVITY REPORT:  Slum Education Programme at Jogeshwari and Andheri

For the period ending with April  2002 – September 2002

Due to our sincere efforts, regular classes and other activities and emphasis on professional courses, a large number of college going boys and girls approached us to help them in their studies, during the period from April 2002 to September 2002.

In view of the changing socio- economic situation we also decided to devote some time among the youth and elderly students. This helped us in reaching out to the young generation of learners who are confronting a very tough future.

I am pleased to report that a batch of 40- 50 students from the local colleges ( From Junior colleges to senior 3rd year B.A./B. Com./ B. Sc. Classes) are directly taking the benefit of our educational programme.

Some others are in professional courses (Tailoring, Nursing, Beautician, and English Speaking) and we could mobilise our programme among strong youths including girls. Asha’s aims and objectives are explained to them from time to time. It was also a recognition of our efforts that I was invited to speak and share my educational experiments in the local school and several other local events.

Dr. Sandeep Pandey’s Magsaysay award came as a pleasant surprise as well as a note of encouragement for us at Asha in Mumbai. I am also in touch with Mr.Harshvardhan who is another source of inspiration and share with him my experiences.

However we at, Mumbai ‘Asha’ including the children are missing Ms. Uma Venkatraman who has now shifted from Mumbai to Madras. Uma was a great help. She was very popular among our girl students. 

As usual English remains the toughest language to negotiate for majority of our students. This is for various reasons, family background, being one of them as well as the lack of proper guided attention in their schools. They find it difficult to understand their subjects in English. However we are taking care of their problems.

Our English speaking class is very popular not only among college going boys and girls but also among the drop- outs. I personally teach them and also take the opportunity to explain to them about Current Affaires, History, Culture, Religion etc. It also helps to interact wit the youths (boys and girls) and to know their problems. 

Last year we helped two girls to study nursing courses in YWCA. You must appreciate the problems of traditional Muslim families sending their daughters to nursing courses.

A lot of persuasion and efforts were made by me and finally two girls decided to join the course. They passed the examination and now they are working in a private hospital. This encouraged some more girls to join the nursing course and we succeeded in admitting three more girls in the same course. Definitely our efforts bore fruit and a myth was shattered that Muslim girls cannot become nurses.

Likewise we helped three girls to join the beautician course of YWCA.

Our Tailoring class at Sahakar Road is also very popular. At present the Master Tailor comes on Saturday’s and Sundays. About 19-20 girls are learning tailoring from him and most of them have learnt to stich their own clothes at this stage. We have provided only the classroom space. The sewing machines have been donated by our well wishers. The expenses of the Master Tailor who instructs the students is borne by the students themselves.

Description of the Classes

1. Sahakar Road Classes: - In one of the rooms at Sahakar Road the SSC coaching classes continues from 2 P.M. – 7 P. M. Subjects taught are Algebra, Geometry, Science, English, Marathi, History, Geography and Civics. Special classes on Marathi are also taken up on Sundays. Among the 20 students appearing for SSC Coaching 10 are girls and the remaining 10 boys. 

There is a second batch of learners whose timings are from 7 P.M. -10 P.M. These include both college as well as school students. In another room at Sahakar road the younger children as well as local girls study from 10 A.M. - 8 P.M. This room is primarily made available for their personal studies. Any of our students can avail her/ himself of this special facility.

2. Pascal Colony Jogeshwari (E):- Pascal Colony is Jogeswari’s most thickly populated slum in the eastside inhabited primarily by daily wage workers and many other low income groups. The room here has been made available to us by the Sabrang group who have very kindly allowed us to use their premises for our coaching classes. Regular class starts from 5 P.M. - !0 P.M. in two shifts. The first shift includes school going children from Standard I – X while the second batch is English and other subjects for College going boys and girls. . We do not pay any rent for this space.

3. Makrani Pada Classes: - One of our well wishers have permitted us to run our coaching class in his room. About 12 children study here. We do not pay any rent for this accommodation. 

4. Juhu Gally- Andheri (W):- Our Juhu Gally class is located in one of our teacher’s house. A small mezzanine floor (‘Mala’) divides the room in two parts where 38 children (Standard I – X) are currently studying from 2-8 P.M. I am pleased to inform you that last year out of 8 girls 7 had passed their SSC final examination and among them 2 passed in first division.

5. Abba Building Classes: - This classroom is housed in my living room where Hindi medium children are taught regularly from 6 – 9 P.M. Besides, this room is open through out the day for any of the students to drop in to read the available newspapers, magazines etc. My residence at Abba Building is the central networking place of all my students and well wishers. I monitor my classes and programmes from here. Though difficult but interesting and full of life and I enjoy it totally.

Functions and Celebrations:-  

1. Independence Day Celebrations:  The day (15th August) was celebrated with full of enthusiasm, joy and excitement. Children from all the classes took part. Patriotic songs speeches and skits were presented by all the groups of children. Our college students also shared with their problems. Mr Viren Shah an IBM employee from US and Mr and Mrs. Paranjpe social activists witnessed our programme and praised our children. Mr Anand Mohan Sahay a veteran resource person, activist and our long time associate addressed to our students on this occasion.

Teachers Day Celebrations: On 5th Sept all the students celebrated teacher’s day celebrations on all classes by presenting gifts to their teachers.

Our Donors and Well Wishers:- 

As mentioned earlier Teesta Setavad and Javed Anand offered their room at Pascal colony for our class.

Mr Rafique Memon, a local businessman offered us a new ceiling fan in Pascal colony classroom. 

Mr Manjul Bharadwaj and Babli Rawat were kind enough to donate notebooks for our children. 

Mr Mazhar Kamran (Cinematographer of the film Satya and many others) donated sitting mats to our Sahakar road class. Whenever he finds the time he takes up our classes at Sahkar road.

Ms Nandita Gandhi and Ms Chetna Desai of Akshara offered admission fees to some of our college going girls and vocational courses (nursing students, beautician courses). They also conduct workshops on personality development and related issues for our girls.

Mr Faiz Ansari a local businessman offered us a sewing machine.

Dr Shirish Kulkarni and Dr Sharmila Kulkarni also gifted us an electronic sewing machine. Both of them as Dental surgeons have always been treating our ailing children.

Dr. Mercy Muricken of VAK also provides free medical treatment to our children and their families.

Mr. Ajit Muricken, Director and Mr. Suresh Shelke, Office Manager of Vikas Adhyayan Kendra have always been a source of inspiration and support to our educational programme.

Messers Haji Abdul Ghani Aibani, Shaikh Habib Ahmad and Aziz Hashmi visited our class and offered any help we want. In fact many local residents like Mr Aziz Hallai, Principal Sharfuddin Shaikh, Ms Halima Sarang, M A Kashmiri and many other local community leaders are offering their help and support from time to time in various ways.

I must tell you very frankly that a lot of qualitative change and empowerment can be observed among our students. Though most of them belong to the very poor and backward sections of our society, their eagerness and thirst for knowledge and effort to improve their own lives is truly commendable. No doubt the future is very hard and uncertain for them but life is not without the promise of hope- in other words- ASHA.

During this period the number of boys has increased substantially from 5- 50. Moreover most of our girl students are continuing with their studies and they are also beneficiaries of our educational programme. Some of them are our honorary teachers.  This way I could prepare a dedicated team of teachers who are asset to our programme. It has also helped me in creating a very healthy academic, social and family atmosphere. Since many of these teachers are erstwhile senior learners who come from a similar background as our students our communication becomes easier, and our children can identify with them easily. 

I also visit my children’s houses and speak to their parents advising them on how they can help in educating their children. Sometimes I also visit local schools for many such problems. Every child has a unique problem and one has to solve it. 

To sum up I must confess that this half yearly period was again a new challenge to me. A lot has to be done in coming moths also. However facts remain your help and co-operation and encouragement is also an asset for our future course of action.
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