Project: Jyotirgamaya Katihaar, Bihar March 2007

By: Anita Prasad

SITE VISIT REPORT

Introduction: Currently there are 17 Jyotirgamaya schools, of which I visited three: the Yadav Tola, Orawn Tola, and the Dah Tola (in Rautara). During my visit I spent about an hour at each school where I watched the teacher give a quick lesson, and had the chance to see the children write their names in Hindi. I brought gifts for the children, but I only had enough for two schools. I have used the report created by Lalit Dubey from September 2003 to help with this report. I have directly quoted his report in places. 

About Jyotirgamaya:  The three centers that I visited on this trip were run between the hours of 6:00AM to 8:00 AM. According to a previous report from September 2003, these schools are not intended to be regular schools; they are intended to persuade children from various tribes into an educational environment. These centers give the children first hand experience of educational-activities and persuade them to go to school. The report also states that almost all of the children who come to the respective centers do go to the government schools after attending the centers in the mornings! The centers follow Bihar Government Syllabus (BTC). These centers follow basic school class and course system and all attendees are grouped according to their enrollment in the local schools.

Rural Area Center: 

Dah Tola in Rautara: This school had a small thatch hut building. The children sat on the dirt floor. There was no electricity, and no running water. No bathroom facilities. The room must get very hot in the hot season. The organizers might avoid very high temperatures by teaching the school early in the morning. The room was very clean and small. All ~60 children sat cross-legged on the floor. The teacher was a woman, I do not remember her name, but she had a good handle on the ~ 60 children in the room. They were by far smarter and better behaved than the children from the other two schools.  I noticed this school had more girls than boys. 

Township Area Centers:

Yadav Tola: This school was being taught under a thatch canopy outside. The children are not shielded from the noise and distraction of the nearby road. Though I’m not sure how much traffic the road gets on any given day.  The children at this school looked younger than the children at the other two schools. I’m not sure if this is due to an age difference or malnutrition. They were very eager to meet me, which was very humbling. The students wrote their names in Hindi for me. Most of the children could write pretty well. The teacher for this school was very intelligent. A building for this school would make it quieter and more productive. 

Orawn Tola: The building for this school had fallen down recently, so the children were sitting outside on mud floor. The school is run in the early morning, probably to avoid the heat. There was a lot of disturbance due to being outside. The children were unruly and misbehaved. From Lalit’s report, I learned this school has had problems of unruly behavior in the past due to liquor and poor company. Many of the children were visibly ill: runny noses, phlegm coughs, etc. The children were quite dirty as well: most of them were covered in dust. I brought along some sweets for the children, and I noticed most of the children sat down and began behaving for some food. I think the problem here was hunger. The aptitude level here was no different than from the Yadav Tola. Most of the children were improperly dressed. This was the only school I went to where the children were not respectful. 

From a previous report on Jyotirgamaya: “Commentary One ironical thing is that within the radius of two kilometers (from District Headquarter) there are indeed un-limited numbers of educational schools. They are of various kinds: Government Schools / Private Schools / Private Coaching Centers/ Private-Residential Coaching Centers / Individual Coaching Centers etc.” It was amazing to see these little pockets of society that were untouched by education. Many of the children in this area do go to government or private schools. Education is valued in this area of Bihar, but for whatever reasons these small pockets of society are overlooked. 

General Comments:

1. I was taken aback by the lack of facilities in each school. The children do not have access to a restroom. Most of the children are dressed improperly and barefoot. One of the centers was outside. It would be helpful for the children to have proper notebooks and books. After reading the September 2003 version of this site report, I learned the teachers are using the Bihar government curriculum, which would have been one of my suggestions. By using the government curriculum the children will have the least difficulty in adjusting to a government school. The Orawn Tola might be more successful if the children are provided with lunch, it would be more incentive for the children to come to school. From a previous report I learned of the problems with alcohol in the Orawn Tola. I didn’t witness any alcohol related problems, but this could be part of the reason why the children were so unruly.

2. All of the teachers and volunteers that I met were amazing. They were dedicating their time to these schools, for minimal pay. Rajeev Kumar, the main coordinator, is very diligent and knowledgeable. Shailesh was very respectful and caring towards the children. Ravindra and Arminder were intelligent and helpful. The general commitment towards the children from the volunteers was very commendable. 

My Future Plans

1. I plan on visiting the schools in December 2007. I will be teaching some short lessons in numbers and the alphabet for about two weeks.  I want to have a better understanding of the learning ability of the children. I am hoping to bring along a medical doctor, so the children can get a routine examination. I would also like to video document my next trip.

Authors Note: This visit was conducted by Anita Prasad (San Jose, CA) on the 24th and 25th of March 2007. It is not possible to put all the results and experiences of the visit in a single document. Anyone who is interested may ask for the exhaustive details from us (Asha-UIC / Asha-Chicago.)
