Project Pride                         





Urur Olcott Kuppam school is situated in the middle of the slum in Besant Nagar, Chennai along the coastline where the children belong to fishermen community.  Urur Olcott School was inaugurated in 1939 by Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi. Originally a primary school with classes I through V, the school was run by the local community with meager support from the government. The school was severely understaffed, unhygienic and almost in shambles. It was a primary school till 2003 and in 2004 the school got the license to have up to VIII standard. Since April 2004, it has become Urur Kuppam Middle School and with Asha's constant support the school now offers classes upto 8th grade. The construction of the school was supported by Asha-Berkeley and Silicon Valley in 2000-2001 for $1940.00 and $2148.00 respectively. According to the principal of the school, dropout rates have been nil and the student strength has increased due to the constant support from AfE.


Since the Tsunami struck, local donor support has been diminishing due to the effect of the tsunami on the local economy. Also, Urur Kuppam was declared as a Tsunami affected village by the government, and whatever local funds were available, were focused on more immediate needs. Therefore, other expenses like teacher's honorarium have been ignored. 


The school needs funds for teacher's honorarium, nutrition for 280 children and other overhead expenses to run the school. It is a government-run school and local donors have been helping with the nutritional needs of the children until now (Cairn Energy, a local company, has supported the school from Oct 2003 to December 2004). The teacher's have been teaching without a salary for a couple of months now and immediate funds are needed to sustain them for a year till donor support kicks back in. 








Funds needed for a Year:





Teacher's Honorarium (4 teachers): Rs. 1,21,800


Nutrition : 24,000


Cooking Gas : Rs. 6240.00


Maintenance: Rs. 6000.00


Telephone: Rs.12, 000.00


Electricity: Rs. 7,800.00


Events (Sports, Excursion, cultural days): Rs. 30,000


Students Welfare (Uniform, notebooks, pencil boxes): Rs. 1,00,000.00





Total : Rs. 3, 07,840.00





Project Pride for a month:





Teacher's Honorarium (4 teachers) : Rs. 10150.00


Nutrition: Rs. 2000.00


Cooking Gas: Rs. 520.00


Maintenance: Rs 500.00


Telephone ( Once in two months): Rs.1000.00


Electricity: Rs. 650.00





Total: Rs 14,820.00





Asha India Project Contact: N. Raj Jeba Durai     


Phone: 9840340244 (cell), 044-22432558(Resi)


E-mail: jeba_com@yahoo.com





Asha Yale Contact: Debarati Mazumder 


e-mail: debarati.mazumder@yale.edu


Phone: 203-776-3983








