June 26 Telecon Recap

Sanjeev Ranganathan & Anita Komunduri
I called Seva Chakkara today  (9:30 p.m. India). I spoke to Arthipriya and Lakshmi. Sukanya had gone out for purchases and Jaygopal and Velayudham had gone home. Arthi told me that they (the elder children) were now responsible till Sukanya got back.

Arthi told me about an event organized by Office Tiger. Office Tiger is an organization in Chennai (over a 1000 employees) that one of our volunteers (Jane) has been in touch with over the last few months. The organization organized a picnic/event for the children of the orphanage. It was apparent that Arthi had loved it and I asked her what happened at the event.

Her description:

“There was music and there was a magic show. The dinner was awesome.  They had stalls for Mehandi, numealogy, and all. They all also got school bags and the new school session has just started early June.”

Lakshmi was very eager to tell me that she had done well in her 12th class and was looking to BCom in Madras University. I congratulated her and wished her luck.

I asked her where all the children were and she said Sat evening sir, they are watching TV. I asked her when they started watching, she replied, after prayer and dinner. Both of them seemed more eager to talk to Anita than to me :-(. I guess some people make more impact in a few days that the rest of us take weeks of visits over the yrs! Arthi asked me if I wanted to speak to any of the other children and I decided at least not to be hated for pulling kids away from their television, asked when Sukanya will be back and hung up.

That’s not it folks, read on.
I called back (10:45 p.m) and spoke to Sukanya. She is managing many of the activities related to the children in the absence Lakshmi. I asked her how Lakshmi and her child were doing, she said they were fine and Lakshmi has been unable to come to the orphanage over the last month. I asked her how it felt. She said that it feels like the responsibility of the whole world is on you. I obviously asked her how she was managing to which she replied that she is managing very well.  To be honest this is the first time I have heard Sukanya talk with so much confidence and determination. I guess people just rise to what responsibility they have.

I asked her for the status of funds and she said that they were ok. I asked about the building funds and she said it was around  25 lakhs, but she was only dealing with day-to-day expenses and will ask Jaygopal to get back to me with an accurate number. I asked her for her schedule, which is as follows:

9:00 Check on the primary school children and help for an hour.
10:00 Accounts, checks, receipts to donors

12:30 Go to one of the local schools the children are studying in and talk to the teachers on how the children are doing.

2:00 pm Take care of Lena (Lena is the youngest child, just a few months old, found abandoned in a trash can)
2:30 pm Accounts again

5:00 pm Check on the home works of the children and check with tuition and status. Take care of younger kids.

8:00 pm If Mary is around go home. Today Mary had gone to Vellore to see her family so she will be staying with the children.

By then she had enough of talking to me and wanted to talk to Anita.

Eventually, I get the phone back. I ask her about the primary school.  She said that they had put the ads for teachers, but right now there was only one teacher and Lakshmi (the girl who just finished XII) and herself who were looking after the children. Since the job involves staying with the children from 9-5 the job was too stressful for the teachers and they had decided not to continue this year.  We agreed that this was an issue that needs to be addressed seriously in the near future.

I asked her about two of the elder boys Sivakumar and Selvakumar who have recently dropped out of school after their class X examinations and gone to stay with their parents. She said that they both did not seem enthusiastic and were not sure what they were going to do. She had spoken to Sivakumar, who had just failed one subject and had convinced him to reappear for the examination in Oct and continue his studies, but that Selvakumar had decided to work. We had a philosophical discussion about what we were really changing, if elder boys did not take the opportunity of education...She said that three children had done well in grade XII and were all going to continue their education, which was a positive trend and having attended the class X, did give these children an opportunity to a variety of office positions that they do not have access to before. But, the children still needed to choose.  Anyway, before I made it a drag to speak to me the discussion moved to my shifting to Austin to work and having started driving, etc.

I asked her to take care and hung up.

