Anita and Sanjeev Ranganathan’s Site Visit Report 

We visited Seva Chakkara quite a few times during Jan – Feb 2004. 

We reached Seva Chakkara late afternoon and most of the kids were just

coming back from school. They screamed a hello and ran to their rooms.

Some of the kids soon collected chart paper and coloring pens to draw. The kids have made a whole bunch of cards and sketches in the last few months.

They have the cards etc up for sale when they organize cultural programs, most of them fundraisers. We picked up the entire set they had there, so we could try and sell them here and also send cards to their respective donors. 

I was having a ball with a little baby boy, Lena. He came to the orphanage as a new born and is the current star there. While there is someone who takes care of him, most of the time, the children were looking after him.

The elder kids take care of the younger ones in whatever way they can combing their hair or getting them dressed up. It was nice to see them

(reaching out. It was a nice big family

We took pictures of each one of them, again for the SAC program but it was getting dark outside and the pictures weren’t that clear. So, we were just chatting with them and then we met the mother of one of the children. Both her sons are at the orphanage since she and her husband cannot take care of them. Since the boys know they have parents and a home, they consider the orphanage as another hostel and one of them has been behaving irresponsibly in the past few months. He sometimes cuts school, goes home and does not come back to the orphanage. He is in class 10 and while the teachers say he is very bright, he doesn’t seem to take exams etc seriously etc. His brother wants to start working and become an unskilled carpenter like his dad. Some parents just don’t want to / cannot take care of kids when they are little but they are pretty eager to put them to work as soon as they are in their mid teens when they don’t yet have the necessary training for the jobs they are put in. After this incident and some more such cases earlier when kids have been influenced by parents to start working soon, the orphanage has decided to make the parents to sign papers saying they would not disturb their kids for so many years etc.

While this is one option, I think the teenagers need some mentorship. It would be helpful if they can see other kids with backgrounds like theirs who are in college/vocational training. This seems to be more the problem with the boys than the girls. It is probably because the parents don’t want the responsibility of taking care of the girl, getting her married etc. Whatever be the reason, they seem to have a better idea of what they want to do next. 

During the next couple of visits, we also had some discussions about them trying to buy their current place. They have had a few fundraisers towards this. They were trying to talk to the bank and the owner of the building to figure out installments of payment etc. They are very keen on having their own place and it would be easy if they could just buy this property.

