Gators for ASHA

ASHA for Education- UFlorida Chapter


Minutes of the FORWORD conference call held on Sep 1st 2006. 

Volunteers participated:

UF end: Ms.Ananya Roy, Ms.Anita Sundaram, Ms. Ankita, Mr. Arvind Kumar, Mr. 
  Ganesh Ramachandran, Mr.Palani Ramu, Mr. Prasoon Diwakar, Mr. Sharan   

   Asundi, Mr.Yash Kapoor, 

Forword end: Ms. Shiamalababy, Director, Forword


          Mr. Franklin and Ms. Selvi, volunteer teachers, ASHA quality education


          Chidren: Sheeba (Scholarship receiver), Gokila (ASHA quality education 

 Student)

Time: 9.45pm -11.20pm (US Eastern daylight time)

The conference call started with self introduction by the members on the UF end to director, FORWORD. 
Conversation with Ms. Shiamala (Director, FORWORD) 

Q1: How do you raise awareness about RTE (Right To Education)/ RTI (Right To Information) to the children and local community.

Ans: We attempt to introduce the laws to the children by releasing it in booklets. Saturdays, there is a general awareness program that educates them about the RTI which is mostly pro children and inculcate in them a right based, justice based approach to life

____________________

Q2: Won’t it be more effective to introduce the RTI related issues to integrate in the proposed enhanced syllabus for ASHA quality education. 

Ans: It certainly will be very effective. We can have that part of our long term plan. But as the immediate action plan, we are educate the children on RTI and RTE every 4th Saturday. 

____________________

Q3: Do you conduct or part of any rally that supports the cause of RTI/RTE

Ans: We are planning on a rally on September 23rd at Thambaram for supporting RTE/RTI. The basic idea is to spread awareness about RTE and to list the advantages of RTI and how general public can use it for their benefit

____________________

Q4: Are there any other organizations that work closely in these areas
Ans: we work with few organizations that are active in this area like the TNRTI Campaign (TamilNadu Right To Information Campaign)
______________________

Q5: With respect to the 4th item in the proposal submitted for 2006-2007, please explain why is the expenses multiplied by 2.

Ans: There was a mistake in the calculations. It should have been 4*1*7000=Rs.28,000. We’ll update this in the budget.

______________________

Q6: Regarding the food, what kind of food is served to the children? How frequently is it served

Ans: The food is served twice a week. Its mostly nutritious balls made of ragi, grams, sugar, and wheat. Additionally we serve them milk and eggs too.

_____________________

Q7: Is there any particular reason that the food is limited to two days. If we can increase the finds for food in the budget, is it possible to manage to feed the children more frequently.

Ans: The food is distributed to about 20-30 children in each school. Sometimes, on seeing the food being distributed, children who are not part of the ASHA quality education program also join the group. So, we should always have food for more children that who attend the program. Other than this uncertainty, there is no problem in serving food more frequently. 

______________________

Q8: Is the food served part of a major meal in a day or a supplementary food

Ans: Currently, the food served is more of a complementary food that is served in the evenings. We use the local volunteers to make it at our homes and distribute to the children. The mid-day meal program in the schools is good.

______________________

Q9: What percentage of the children that attend the ASHA quality education program attend regular schools and what is their progress after attending this program

Ans: About 90% of the kids attend regular formal schools during day time. There is a progress report maintained in the ASHA program as well as in the school. The records show that there is a progress in at both places. 

______________________

Q10: Any comments on the dropout rate

Ans: Most of the children continue to come to the ASHA program. Sometimes, children are unable to attend due to circumstances like parents moving to another place or getting demotivated due to failure. Other than these few cases, we are able to convince the children themselves and the parents of the children to allow them to attend the ASHA program.

______________________

Q11: How is the overall health condition of the children?

Ans: Not good at all. We are able to see all kinds of diseases here. There are children who suffer from kidney problems, hernia and other disease.

______________________

Q12: Is it possible to bring some good doctor who can make a monthly visit to condition the children’s health

Ans: Already there are doctors who visit and we manage to make use of this opportunity to care for the children. Sometimes, when there is a severe case, we try to admit the children to the child trust hospital (Govt supported hospitals)

Conversation with Ms. Sheeba (Scholarship receiver) 

Q13: What are you studying?
Ans: Currently, I am pursuing my MA 2nd year in Historical sciences from the Madras University. 

______________________

Q14: How much is your scholarship and does that cover all your educational expense

Ans: I am being awarded a scholarship of Rs.2500/year for the second consecutive year. This covers my yearly fee. In addition, there is a yearly examination fee of Rs600 which is also being borne by Shimala madam. This scholarship is extremely useful to me. Otherwise, I wouldn’t have gotten a chance to study.

Conversation with Mr. Franklin  and Ms. Selvi (Volunteer teachers, ASHA quality education program)

Q15: How much time do you generally spend with the kids? Do you really see a difference in them?

Ans: We spend about 2.5-3hrs /day in the evening. ASHA for education program certainly plays a vital role in the lives of the children for good. They are performing better at the regular formal schools they attend. We do monitor their progress by visiting their teachers at the school. There is an increase in the level of confidence and attitude and positive thinking. They are getting much better mentally to face life. We do conduct parent meetings to keep the parents updated and motivate them to send the children to ASHA program for a better tomorrow for them.
______________________

Q16: As a teacher, do you think you might want something that might really help these children to perform better

Ans: Our requirements are generally very realistic and feasible. Whatever we need is been taken care by Ms. Shiamala. 

______________________

Q17: The teacher’s quality improvement program is conducted on a monthly basis. Do you think it serves the purpose?
Ans: The program certainly helps. We are being taught new methods like teaching through songs, stories. Our views are also respected and it’s a good ground for us to share our own ideas. 

Conversation with Ms. Gokila (ASHA quality education Student) 

Q18: How do enjoy the ASHA program
Ans: The ASHA program is really good. We get a good chance to be educated and at the same time have fun. We are being thought computers, tailoring etc. We get a chance to interact with children from other schools and exhibit our talents. My experience with the ASHA program is nothing less than wonderful. 

Conversation with Ms. Shiamala (Director, FORWORD) 

Q19: How many people are you supporting through scholarship

Ans: Currently we are supporting about 10 students at Rs.2500 for higher studies and visually challenged children who will need less than Rs.1000.

______________________

Q20: Please comment on the curriculum initiatives presented in the 2006-2007 proposal

Ans: The curriculum initiative part of the funds will be required only to implement the new curriculum developed. 

Decision: The funds for the above will be approved but will be released only when the curriculum is in place to be implemented. So the the proposal will be updated for changes and mistakes.

Minutes of the FORWORD project conference call

Date: Sep 1st 2006


