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Description of the programmes taken up.

Some of the stories of our children as they speak:
1)  K.Yamuna

                I am Yamuna. I come from Irumpuliyoor. I am a proud student of Asha Quality Education Centre, Irumpuliyoor.  I am in my class eight. My mother works as a domestic worker and my father, who is an auto driver, is a drunkard.  I have been attending to the evening classes of Asha, for the past one year.  Prior to my life with Asha, I was sent to a private tuition center. My mother paid Rs60/- every month as fee towards my tuition, because she wanted me to study well. But in that private tuition centre, the teacher showed interest only to the rich children from the English medium class. I was neglected.  I felt very unhappy.  I did not like to go to the tuition centre. I showed poor results in my school education, at that time.  Then my mother R.Devaki came to know about this Asha Quality Education Centre, through her women’s association. She immediately admitted me here.
                  Now I am very happy, in all sense. Here in our Asha centre, all the children come from the same deprived socio-economic background. We are given fees-free remedial teaching. Our educator Mrs.Manonmani gives us individual attention, and I am happy to be cared for.  Here, I am taught well and I have improved a lot in my academics.
                  I am happy to say that in science and Tamil, I score high marks now. I like the Saturday classes very much, where we have various games, physical exercises, memory games, singing etc.  I never skip the Saturday classes. I thank my teacher, director of FORWORD and Asha for Quality Education annas. Next year also, I would like to continue my evening classes in this centre.
2)  R.Raja Gayatri

I am Gayatri.  Before attending to this Asha Quality Education Centre in Irumpuliyur, from where I come, I scored poor marks in all the subjects. In English and Mathematics I could score single digit marks only.  My class mates used to tease me.  I did not like to study at all.  My mother and father used to beat me a lot.  I hated to go to school.  In this context, I came to know about this evening classes through my friend Yamuna and I got admitted in this centre.  Here I was not teased by other children and I started getting involved and interested in the study activity.  I come regularly to the evening classes.  I am happy to learn my lessons.  Now I am scoring good marks in my class subjects.  Because of this change, my parents feel happy and proud.  Previously, my parents would never get the things which I wanted. But now they get me the things I ask for. I like the computer classes in the Saturday’s, when we go to FORWORD Women’s centre and learn.  I love these classes because it was like a dream come true for me. I am thankful to Asha for this privilege.
3)  Kavitha

I am Kavita.  I am studying in class eight.  I come from Madambakkam Asha Education Centre.  Iam a regular student of Asha, for the past three years.  My parents are illiterate agricultural coolies.  For me it is a great privilege to avail the learning facility of this centre.  I get good marks in my studies because of my tuition here and I participate in all school games and sports due to the confidence I have gained from this centre.  Of all the programmes of Asha, I particularly like the third Saturday public programme.  I am happy to say that, I feel proud on my ability to educate my community on the basic issues like the right to water, sustenance of nature, evils of alcoholism, the right to education of children, anti-plastic campaign, etc.  In my school, my class teacher appreciated me on this.  All my class mates, who once ignored me, now look at me with respect.
4)  Sarala

                Sarala, a student from Kuthanoor centre.  “My parents are agricultural coolies and we are in very poor economic condition.  My parents tried to stop my school education because they could not afford to it.  But thanks to Asha education centre, I could continue my education with its support.  I wish to study well and come up in life”.
5)  Kala
                 Kala, class seven girl from Pulikkoradu speaks, “I am Kala and I am in Asha Education centre for the past two years.  My parents work in the quarry as daily wagers.  We live in a small rented hut.  Most of the days, there would not be enough to eat and drink in our house.  My parents work hard but my father drinks and wastes his earning.  My mother said that I cannot continue my education and I should help her in earning by breaking stones.  I was very sad and cried a lot.  Fortunately, my mother came to know about this centre and immediately put me here.  I am happy that, I have got a place to support me to continue my studies.  The weekly nutritious food like milk, egg and nutritious balls had helped me a lot.  I like them. My wish is to study well and become a good government officer in my life”.
6)  Suganya

                 Suganya in class six from Noothenchery centre, was completely disinterested in attending to school.  She was afraid of the punishments by the class teacher for her poor academic performance.  But Asha classes have put confidence and new hope in her to attend to studies.  Now she is a regular student not only to Asha classes but also to her regular school.  
7)  S.Sathish Kumar
My name is Sathish Kumar.  I am a student of Durga Nagar Asha Quality Education Centre.  I study in eighth standard.  Before coming to this Asha centre, I used to be always playing or quarrelling with my friends.  I disobeyed my parents and never respected elders.  After coming to this centre, I feel I am changed.  My parents are happy because I obey them now.  I am also happy and nowadays I concentrate on my studies.  I pass in all my subjects and get good marks in Tamil and Science.  
8)  Visually Challenged persons and Asha’s scholarship support
Elumalai, aged 32 a visually challenged person, who is one of the leaders of the unit of visually challenged persons in Kancheepuram District is thankful to Asha for the educational support received by the children of their association from Asha towards their school fee, uniform and books.  These children are normal children and are the first generation of the school goers of these deprived persons.  
Children Benefited from the visually challenged community:  
1)  N.Ramesh Kannan Std VI
2)  K.Angel Std III
3)  S.Gayathri Std V

4)  S.Saravanan Std IV

5)  K.Poongulali Std XI

6)  K.Divyapriya Std III
7)  S.Saroja Std VII
8)  N.Ruth  Std V
Children of the women in crisis:  

1)  Balu  Std V
2)  Kumar  Std V
3)  Kavitha  Std VI
4)  Thamilarasi Std IV
5)  Selvam  Std V
Children of physically challenged: 

1),  Ajith Kumar,  Std VII

2),  Divya,  Std VI

3),  Gunasekar,  Std V

4),  Sivasakthi,  Std VI

5),  Shankar,  Std VII

6),  Sadayan,  Std V

7),  Govindan, Std VI

Asha support could go a long way in helping the children of the deprived persons to find school education, which has become a ‘commodity’ in today’s Indian context of Globalization.  
Quarterly Get together:  
Children’s quarterly get together were taken up on the following dates:  
	Date
	Location
	Clustre

	1)  18 June 2005
	Salavan Kuppam
	Coastal areas clustre

	2)  17 September 2005
	Madambakkam
	Central Kancheepuram Dalit clustre

	3)  17 December 2005
	Oonamalai
	South Kancheepuram Dalit clustre

	4)  18 March 2006
	Tambaram
	North Kancheepuram Marginalised communities cluster


It was almost a community programme more than the quality education centre programme.  Children other than Asha Quality Centres also participated in this Quarterly Get together Programmes.  These programmes are very much welcomed by Asha children, as Karthik, an eighth standard student from Ashok nagar Quality Education Centre said in a feedback “I am happy since I could see such a lot of children of my own age and background to whom I belong.  I am happy over the opportunity to talk to each other, sing songs together, share the fellowship meals together and exchange our aspirations and experiences with each other in a friendly way.  In addition to it, I always enjoy and participate in all the various programmes like elocution competition, drawing, painting, essay writing, and various sports and games”.  
On 18 March 2006, a Quarterly get together was taken up under the caption “ Children with a Dream – In an age of deprivation of Life, towards Quality of Life through Alternative Education Initiatives”.  It was a day of celebration for the students.  Events like essay writing competition, painting competition and elocution competition were taken up.  The title for the essay competition given was “Your action plan to preserve natural resources from destruction”.  12 children participated in it and put down their opinions on this issue.  They bring forward suggestions like Plantation of trees, Rain water harvesting, Banning the use of Plastic, protesting against ground water theft by MNCs, abstaining from planting of industries, promotion of organic agriculture, etc.  
“The social issues as you understand”, was the theme for the drawing competition.  11 students participated in this competition.  Child labour, Destruction of nature and natural resources, Pollution and Industrial sewages and harmful gas emission due to industrial smoke, pollution caused by vehicles, dumping of sewages in open places are the major identified issues understood by the children.  
“Destruction of natural resources, your dreams of reconstruction” was the theme for the elocution competition where 5 students participated.  Understanding the issue in the Right perspective and resisting the negative evils of industrialization and promoting the sustainability of Nature, were the suggestions put forward by the elocution competition students towards the reconstruction of natural resources.  Children exhibited their talents in dancing, acting, group singing and in other collective cultural activities.  
The achievements of these programmes:  
· Children got their intelligence sharpened on deep issues of social and economical values

· Their talents in different activities like elocution, drawing, essay writing, painting, etc, developed

· Most of the children are studying in government run schools and hence such opportunities would not exist there.  Through Asha quality education centers, these deprived children got chances to enjoy the privileges of the ‘privileged children’.  

· By making them to react to the contextual issues, the children awareness to such life destructive contextual social issues is developed
· The participants responsibility to the sustainability of Nature is developed

Public programmes – ‘learners the teachers’:
Another area where Asha quality education could itch its mark is the public programmes which are called ‘the learners the teachers programme’.  The objective of this programme is to make the participants sensitized to the various issues binding their lives within the boundaries of patriarchal (power lying with a few dominant groups of people) deprivation of the majority in the name of caste, creed, gender, ethnicity, religion, language, etc.  With an aim to build an alternative, sustainable and just world, where everyone could enjoy her/his share of equal opportunity, such public programmes are taken up.  
‘Catching them young’ is the slogan behind this important moulding of the future generation as responsible future citizens.  Children are exposed to the various issues, motivated to identify them, to name them and to resist them in a collective way.  These were taken up on a monthly basis and a created awareness and sensitization among the community members and the public is the rare result got through this programme.  

Health care programme – Weekly nutritious food 

Programmes on personal hygiene, mental and emotional hygiene were taken up through distribution of nutritious food, group discussion on various body related diseases and their preventive methods.  These could bring about very good results by ensuring the regular attendance of the children to the classes and their healthy behaviour.  
Upgrading of the Quality educators:

Upgrading of the trainers were taken up on a monthly basis.  The trainers were collected in different areas of our activities and the upgrading of knowledge was imparted to them.  The teachers used to share their experiences with the students with their parents and with the regular school teachers.  Their success stories as well as their failures got discussed in a collective way and their eyes were opened to various solutions for them to improve their classes.  

Parents committee meeting:

Parents committee is the supportive system of this quality education programme.  The responsibility of the community is ensured through these programmes.  The total involvement of the committee in many of the programmes of the students exposed this factor.  As Devagi one of the parent committee member of Oonamalai stated “The fact that I am one of the parent committee members of Asha quality education programme gives me a special dignity and command respect from my own community people.  I am happy over it.  It empowers me a lot and has developed my responsibility to the future of our own children”.  
