An Interim Activity Report of the Project

 

Project Title: Education for Sustainable Development. 
 
Period of the Report: April to December.
 
Participants of the programme: 260 children from the deprived Dalit community and the Tsunami victims.
 
Objectives of the programme taken up:
· Empowering the participating children to cope up with today’s educational system.

· Provide the children with an alternative with value based and justice oriented education.

· To build up a just community.

Programmes taken up:
The children are spread out in 13 centres of Kancheepuram District. The basic programme of teaching is taken up in the evening hours from 5.30 to 8.p.m. The common community spaces or the open spaces on the terrace of some houses or the house of the educator are the learning centres of these children. 
 
A few sample case studies:
· Esther 5th Standard – Noothanchery Centre says "Previously I was unable to read and write properly. English was very hard for me, but now after coming to asha school I am getting an average of 99 marks in class tests". 

· Selvi 8th Standard from Kuthannoor Centre says, "my classmates used to tease me always. Whenever our class teacher questions anything, I used to stand blank.I always got punishements. I did not like to go to school .But now I am happy. In our Asha School I am made to do my homework and study my everyday portions. Now I always answer to the questions asked by my teachers. Now-a- days nobody laughs at me. I am happy."

 
· S.Indhra mother of S.Sarala 5th Standard from Irumpuliyoor Centre says, "My child Sarala did not show any interest inattending to school. Everyday I had to take a lot of struggles to leave her in her schoool. But now, thanks to this asha educational centre, Sarala is motivated to attend to her classes. She goes to school with a liking for it’.

 
· Geetha, mother of Kalpana 7th Standard from Madambakkam centre says, "In the Madambakkam Panchayat School where my daughter studies, only the committee members could participate in their meetings and they alone get recognition. Others get neglected but in asha school all the parents get recognition. When you invite us to discuss about the education of our children, women like me get dignity. I feel elevated. This is a new feeling in me".

· K.Sheeba, a Scholarship holder of Asha for Education programme, D/o Kotti cornelieu, Ottery, "I come from a poor Dalit family. I am 20 years old. My father is a sick person who cannot do any hard work. My mother works as a domestic worker. She is the lone breadwinner of our poor family. I have a younger sister of 14 years old who is mentally and physically challenged. In this condition, with the help of some good persons, I completed my B.A. in History. I have got good marks. I wished to continue my education from a regular college. But, that was not possible. Hence, I got the application form for M.A. Sociology, from the Insittitute of Distance Education, University of Madras. I understood that the course fee comes to Rs.2,430/- I approched some places for their contribution but nobody was willing to help me. I tried my level best to mobilize this amount, but I could not. I was very desperate and frustrated. Suddenly some one told me about the activities of FORWORD. Immediately I came to FORWORD along with my mother and I approached this office, for my educational help. I am happy that through the programme asha for education, I could get a chance to continue my education. Thanks to asha for education, I have got a seat, to study in this institute - to do M.A. in Sociology. I have paid my fees. I would be always thankful to asha for this great help in making my dream of education come true in my life".

 
· K.Vijaya, the teacher in Salavan Kuppam’s asha education centre, a Tsunami hit area, "I have passed my 12th Standard. Since I come from a poor Dalit family, I could not continue my further education. I wished to go for computer education. But the fee was to high for me. They charge Rs.500/- per month for my 6 months course. I was struggling with pain in my heart. I did not know what to do. So, I was happy when the sangam women of this area approached me to take evening classes to the children, under the programme of ahsa for education of FORWORD. Thanks to asha for education, now I am handling the evening class teaching programme to the deprived Dalit children. In my centre there are 26 students. By teaching, I have improved my ability in education. In addition to it, I use the honorarium Rs.500/- which I get as an incentive from asha for education for my computer studies. Thus in this way, I am helped from both angles. I am confident now. I am a little handicapped in my leg. But now, this new status has evolved self confidence and self dignity in me. I thank asha for education".

 

Health programme:

The children are helped with milk and nutritious balls twice a week. This is a welcome action, which motivates the children for their best participation in the educational trainings. 
 
Rally for ChildRights: 

On July 16th, the children of asha for education took a public rally on the streets of Tambaram highlighting their human right for a decent education as children. During the rally, they condemned the commercialization of education in today’s context of globalization and raised slogans: ‘Right to education is our birth right’, ‘Children are for education not for work’, ‘Education to children, work to adults’, etc., 16th of July 2005, is the 1st Anniversary of the incidence of fire in the school building of Saraswathi Vidhyalaya in Kumbakonam, which killed more than 94 innocent school children, who were trapped in the inconvenient classrooms.
 

Tragedy that took place to three of our asha children:

Kanniyappan: 

Kanniyappan, a Dalit child from Noothanchery was a asha school child doing his 7th Standard. He was motherless. His father was a drunkard. He was taken care of by his aunt. He was a sick child with kidney problem. Still, he was a regular student. FORWORD was helping him with his medical expenses. This child died in August 2005. 
 
 
Suganya and Divya:

Suganya and Divya were active children of Madambakkam asha school in their 7th and 8th Standard respectively. Suganya is the daughter of Mrs.Selvi, the teacher of asha school in Madambakkam. These two children drowned and died when they were taking bath in the newly rain watered lake of their village on 22nd October 2005. Their death was mourned by the whole village as these two children were loved by all. In asha classes also they showed much involvement as they would be the first ones, in all the extra curricular activities and studies.
 
It is a sad thing, that Chennai is badly hit by the incessant rain the started threating since 18th of October. The death of these two children happened as a result of the recent flood. 
  
 
Forum for Women’s Rights and Development - FORWORD

Utilization of Accounts – April 2005 to November 2005

	S.No
	Programmes
	Amount
Rs. Ps.

	1.
	Teaching Facilitators – Honorarium
	39,000 00

	2.
	Educational Aid to Children
	22,300 00

	3.
	Weekly Nutritious Food – Help for quality education
	24,000 00

	4.
	Health Referral Medical expenses
	7,000 00

	5.
	Quarterly Get together & exposure
	12,000 00

	6.
	Public Programme:
Public Rally for child rights
Local Rally and Talents Day programme
	13,000 00
6,500 00

	7.
	Scholarship for Children of the Visually Handicapped = 20,000
Scholarship for Higher Education = 10,000
	30,000 00 

	8.
	Education Fecilitator - Salary
	24,000 00

	9.
	Motivating the Teaching Facilitators – Training for upgrading
	5,700 00

	10.
	Maintenance of the education Centres
	23,400 00

	11.
	Organizing Expenses to Fecilitator
	15,000 00

	12.
	Stationery
	2,200 00

	 
	Total 
	2,21,100 00


