                          ACTIVITY REPORT


ORGANIZATIONAL DETAILS:

Name of the organization: FORWORD

Address: 117,Suddanandha Bharathi Street,

               East Tambaram

               Chennai-59.

Contact person: M. Shiamala Baby

Designation: Executive Director.

PROJECT DETAILS:

Name of the project: Alternative Education to Deprived Children for Sustainable     Development.

Project period: June 2006 to May, 2007

Reporting period: November 2006 to May, 2007 (7 months)

INTRODUCTION:


              The programmes taken up during these 7 months were on-going programmes. The context and objectives of the project had been already explained in our report of the first half of the year, 2007.

            Since, in today’s India, due to factors like profit oriented market economy and others, there is a tendency to look at education from the point of view of profit. Due to this attitude, quality slowly and slowly is fading away from the field of education. On the other hand, due to media invasion a different demonic, destructive and death-oriented value has entered into life through educational system, in the place of quality based value.

             In this context, our project AEDCSD is an initiative to intervene in this demonic system and to reclaim quality and human touch in education.

PARTICIPANS OF THIS VENTURE:

           313 Deprived Dalit students roughly in the age group of 10 to 16 years, are the direct participants, while their parents, co-born and the community as a whole, form secondary participants.

MAJOR ACTIVITY:

1. Academic Excellence

             Imparting education forms the major activity since, the students are to compete with privileged students in their regular classes. Hence, our attention, from Monday to Friday is paid in bringing out the academic Excellency of the participating students. In this academic year 2006-2007, our children had got 100% pass.

Impact

            Regular pass of the students had brought happiness in the families of these deprived children. Munichamy, father of Mohan, a VI class student from Kuddalore, said to the project director, “ I’m happy over the performance of my child. Previously neither he nor we, paid any attention to his studies. I’m illiterate and I always had a wish to see my children educated. This dream has come true, through the efforts of Asha Quality Education of FORWORD. Like other parents, I’m also proud over my son and I’m thankful to you”.

             In the case of VIII class students, their parents distributed sweets and celebrated the pass of their children. In our Asha centres, a total number of 52 children had been promoted to class IX. Through all of them said that they will continue to attend our evening education, practically, we have to see, that how many of them can come from their late school hours, once they enter into IX standard.

              In Madambakkam and Irupuliyoor clusters, the parents of the children, during parents meeting expressed their happiness and thanked the organizers of Asha, for their support in upholding and sharing their burdens, with regard to the education of their wards.

2. Sensitizing on the issues of justice:

              Due to the monthly demonstration programmes taken on the issues of justice and peace, an awareness, among the participating children has dawned. This can be experienced, in the collective activity of Asha children, in their local areas. In Thandarai Puthucheri, like many of the dalit colonies, the panchayat president hails from upper caste. He holds power in his hands and was not helping the dalit families in anyways,  in spite of the allotted money for dalit colonies. In Thandarai, Puthucheri, the street lights were not burning properly and many of the days, they lived in darkness. The adults, who are used to live in injustice, submission and deprivation were not bothered about any of their denied basic human rights. But the children, when motivated to know about what is justice, what is their basic human right and the need to reclaim human dignity, had gone to the panchayat president’s office, as representatives of children’s parliament, they had put forward their rights and demands. The wisdom of children had overpowered him and the president had executed all their demands, in good time. This is a standing witness to our hard labour among the deprived children for reclamation of their human dignity. In other areas also Asha children are making differences in the lives of their community.

3. Nature- source of life:


                As nature is the source of life, the destruction of nature, ends up in the destruction of life on earth. Asha children are taught to experience this fact. They are motivated to love nature and to feel life in trees, animals and earth around. In the year 2006-2007, 500, saplings had been planted in and around their houses by Asha children. Majority of the saplings are fruit bearing trees like guava, papaya, drumstick plant, gooseberry, custard apple, banana plant etc. Children are trilled to see every stages of growth of their saplings and they carefully protect the saplings, Around 420 saplings are alive, while some of them died of animal bites and other factors. 

4. Children’s Parliament:

                Right based political empowerment is an important thing for the liberation of the deprived. Keeping it in our minds, initiatives had been taken to empower Asha children politically, right from their formative years.

       In Thandarai Puthuchery and in Irimpuliyoor, Childrens parliaments are functioning well. Through formation of children’s parliament, it is aimed:

· To motivate the children politically

· To train them in collective action and functioning

· To inculcate in them the value of unity, justice, human right and human dignity

· To empower them to struggle for their denied rights.

In these Ash classes, children have their own Prime Minister, other Ministers like Home, Law, Energy, Education, Health, Environment, Transportation, Speaker etc. Once in a month, they assemble together to conduct the Parliament. During that session, they discuss about various agendas pertaining to their right based issues and try to solve them politically.

In Future:

In this academic year, we are planning to strengthen this basic political activity among all our children and we have plans to unite them under one Parliament at the top. In this academic year, a parliamentary session will be highlighted in the capital city of Tamil Nadu, Chennai. During the Parliament,  the major issue will be taken up by the Parliamentarian students- Quality Education as a basic human right. Press release will be released to display the empowerment of the deprived children. In this way, the deprived Dalit children will reclaim their human right and dignity along with other privileged children and will show the outside world their hidden power.

5. Scholarships:

1. Vinoth son of Boominathan from Peria Neelankarai Kuppam, in E.C.R, Kancheepuram District, is doing Bachelor of Computer Application (BCA), II Year in Kumararani Meena Muthiah College of Arts and Science, Adyar. He is a Tsunami affected person and comes from a poor family. He has been helped partly to get a computer system, which, in his words, will help him to get proper knowledge in computer application. Vinoth is a brilliant student and is now pushing on very well in his studies with the help of this scholarship.

2. Vincent, the son of a visually challenged couple, doing his I.T.I education in Fitter in the Government I.T.I Centre, Guindy, is helped to get his uniforms, books and tools, in his II year. Vincent, along with his visually challenged parents live in the address No:802, U Block, S.M. Nagar, Oteri, Chennai-12. He was helped in his Ist year  of education and in his IInd year also he was helped. He is studying well with thankfulness to Asha for education. His aim is to take care of his parents and to serve all the visually challenged in a meaningful way for their human right and livelihood rights.

3. Sheela, is the elder daughter of a domestic worker- mother and invalid- father. She was helped to do her M.A from Madras University through correspondence last year. She completed her Ist year successfully and for her IInd year also a scholarship was given to cover her fee and purchase of books etc. She is doing well. She is thankful to Asha for education volunteers for making her  ‘ Privileged one’

4.  R. Prabu, son of , Ravi, Madambakkam is an old student of Asha school in Madambakkam. Now he is in his Ist year Higher Secondary classes. He is a Dalit child coming from a poor background. He was helped with a scholarship to continue his higher education in a successful way. He is studying well.

5. M. Ezhilarasi, daughter of Munusamy, is doing her I year higher secondary class. She is an old student of Asha classes in Madambakkam. When she was struggling to go for higher studies, she was discouraged by her parents, due to their poor economical background. She was helped with scholarship and now she is studying with self confidence and w will to come out successfully.

CHILDREN OF VISULLY CHALLENGED AND SCHLORSHIP FOR EDUCATION:

	S. NO
	NAME OF THE STUDENT
	         CLASS
	NAME OF THE PARENT

	1
	Hari Prasad
	L.K.G
	P.Annamalai

	2
	B. Pavithra
	L.K.G
	Beena Rajan

	3
	K. Divya Priya
	U.K.G
	Karuppiah

	4
	S. Saravanan
	            V
	Selvam

	5
	Jesintha Perianayaki
	            VII
	M.Thomas

	6
	Pari
	            VI
	Elumalai

	7
	Priscillah
	            L.K.G
	D. Munusami


CHILDREN OF WIDOWS- DOMESTIC WORKER

	S.NO
	NAME OF THE STUDENT
	      CLASS
	NAME OF THE PARENT

	1
	Vinoth
	         VII
	Anbumony

	2
	Suganya
	         VII
	Mary

	3
	Mekala
	          VI
	Geetha


6. Health care programmes:

Health is a question of human rights. This is the perspective with which, activities are taken up to establish human right in the lives of rights denied children. Health care camps with he help of local Panchayat Health Workers, as well as with the help of Mission Hospitals were taken up on a regular basis. 

	S.NO
	CAMP DATES
	NAME OF THE CENTRES

	1
	15TH August 2006
	Madampakkam

	2
	6th September 2006
	Irumpuliyur

	3
	2nd October 2006
	Kudalore

	4
	22nd November 2006
	Thandraputhucherry

	5
	20th December 2006
	Jothi Nagar

	6
	26th January 2007
	Onamalai

	7
	11th march 2007
	Irumpuliyoor

	8
	21st April 2007
	Madampakkam


Nutritious food:


Children were supplied with nutritious food, which was specially prepared for their health. Since all the children preferred this better than egg or milk, we had to stick onto this, which was distributed weekly two times to each child.

What the parents speak:

1. Gnana Soundari, a parent and Sangam member from Kudalore commented that she had developed a small kitchen garden, on seeing the children in plantation activities, “ I’m happy to get organic vegetables out of my kitchen garden. It gives me lot of happiness and in addition to it, it helps my monthly budget”.

2. Gothandn from Madambakkam, “ I’m proud to feel that my son has passed with good marks in his VII class. I’, happy to listen to his learning English and other lessons. Thanks to Asha evening classes run by FORWORD. I also realized my responsibility as a father, in his development”. 

3. Ramesh, 8th class, son of a deserted women from Thandarai, “ Previously boys used to tease me. I was poor in my studies. I never used to mingle with other and kept myself alone. But now, I’m confident. I get good marks. Our class teacher is happy with my performance. All these have happened after my coming to Asha classes. Boys are happy to be friends with me”.

