EMPOWERMENT OF DALIT CHILDREN AND SOCIAL TRANSFORMATION

Is a project of 
FORWORD Submitted to ASHA
PART – I

1. Name of the Organization:  
Forum for Women’s Rights and Development 






(FORWORD)

2. Address


:
27/2 Suddananda Bharathi Street, East Thambaram,






Chennai – 600 059.  Tamil Nadu, India.

Ph. 2378081; Fax: 00  91  44  236 3015






E-mail: shiamalababy@usa.net
3. Legal Status

:

Registered under Indian Trust Act






Registered with MHA under FCRA.






Registered with 12A   of Income tax Act









4. Bank Information
:

S.B. No. 36411

  Name of the Account Holder:
Forum for Women’s Rights and Development.

  Name of the Bank
       :  

Indian Overseas Bank

  Address


       : Mudichur Road, West Tambaram, Chennai – 600 045

5. Organizational Incharge      : 
 M. Shiamala Baby M.A., B.D.,

   Designation

        : 

 Executive Director






 Brief background (C.V.) enclosed 

6. Contact Person in US:          nil

7. Amount Requested for 1st year:
Rs. 2,09,600/-      = USD: 4765/$

· This project is planned for 5 years and the above-mentioned budget is to apply for the 1st year only.  The Following years’ budget will be submitted after the review of the first years’ performance.  The following years budget will be almost the same with the escalation of 5 to 10% inflation. 

8. Can you accept for Foreign Contribution?

Yes, FORWORD is registered with Ministry of Home Affairs under FCRA.  FCRA Registration No.0759 00582. Please make checks payable to “Forum for Women’s Rights

and Development”.

9. Mission of the Organization:

Total social transformation of this sickly society in order to ensure abundant life or wholistic life for all the oppressed, with a stress on Dalit women and children and enable them to live with human dignity, self-respect, self-identity and self-dependency. 

10. Aim of the specific project for which funding is requested 

Empower the socio, economically poor and deprived Dalit children with remedial teaching and quality education.  Provide them with opportunities to bring out their talents and shine.  Address the issues of poverty, injustice and oppression in the name of caste, gender and religion in the society and establish a just society.

11. Location of project for which funding is requested. 

This project will be carried out in 12 areas in and around of Tambaram, in the Kanchipuram district, which is situated in the north part of Tamil Nadu.

Area name list is separately enclosed.

12. Project’s target population and their social and economic and geographical background.

This project’s direct target population will be 360 Dalit children of both sex and in addition to if it will cover 700 Dalits as parents of both gender.

Socially they will be Dalits or the scheduled caste people of India.  Economically they are very poor, in the poverty line or just above it.  Geographically speaking they are situated in the interior parts of the city limits, in some hilly areas, lake areas, or in areas with less or nil transportation facility.  A few areas which are within the city limits are slum areas.. 

12. Period the grant will cover 

This is a five years project which starts from June 2001.  The budget projected is only for the first year.  The rest of four years will be submitted after an evaluation of the first year’s performance.  The yearly budget will be almost same with the increase of not more than 5% inflation annually. 

13. List any previous support from ASHA.

Nil

14. Please declare any religious or political affiliation and support received from them. 

FORWORD is a secular organization and it does not have anything to do with political or religious bodies.  Hence, there cannot be anything as affiliation or support either from religious groups or from political groups.

14. Please indicate whether the children’s education includes religious teachings, and if so, what fraction of the time spent in education is devoted to religious teachings?

Since FORWORD’s thrust is like the above, it never cater any religious teachings  in any form to its target people.    But it inculcates quality education in the minds of the children, that includes value based teachings of great men like Gandhiji, Dr.B.R.Ambedkar etc. 

15. Does your organization restrict services to children of any particular religion, caste, creed or sex?

FORWORD does not restrict its services on religion, caste, creed or sex based.  It looks at people as human beings though fully aware of all the decisive forces, that actively work in the society.  But FORWORD’s main programmes are aimed at Dalit women and children because of the sole reason that they are the most victimized of all in a most unjust way in our Indian society. 

PART II

A. Organisation Profile:

1) Brief Summary of Organization’s History, Goals and Key achievements:

a) Genesis: Personal is political.  Personal experiences form, the strong basis, for any strong people’s movement. Here is the personal experience of a woman who met with the worst form of domestic violence in her married life, in our male chauvinistic social set up through her own struggles for right to life and human dignity she had developed an emboldened mind to look into the issues of injustice, inequality, domestic, caste, oppression and all forms of human right violations that operate in the lives of women, the marginalised and the ostracized sectors of our society.  When she got liberated through the efforts of the human right activists at the end of ten  long years of suffering and struggles, she started involving actively herself in the human right struggles of others especially women with a motto “towards a new world of Abundant life for women” .  Due to her own personal experiences she could identify easily the oppressive issues of women and could with full force and commitment work for the total liberation of the oppressed women and community at large.  Thus, the personal experiences of the pivot had showed the seed, which later sprouted as on women’s organization by name FORWORD, when joined with the experiences of three young persons with social consciousness and commitment for social transformation.  We as a team believe, that this world is ruled by the powers of destruction like social in justice, in equality, social insecurity for women and the oppressive forms political corruption unequal distribution leading to hunger, sickess and sufferings of the majority while the minority enjoys the affluence. We strongly believe that the need of the hour is a total social transformation which can be obtained by educating the oppressed and the marginalized – especially the younger generation.  The kind of education should comprise life and awareness education with quality, in addition to their formal school education.  Education alone can open their eyes to the oppressive structures with which they have been bound for ages.  Once their eyes are open, they can get themselves organized and fight against all odds in order to create a just world. 

The name of the pivot is Shiamala M.Baby who is a postgraduate in English language and literature in addition to it, she is a graduate in Christian Theology, with many diploma certificates to her credit, from national and international institutions.  She is  a divorcee with two female children and is heading this organization, successfully, towards the fulfillment of its goals, with the help of the efficient and committed trustees, advisory Board members, the core staff team and above all with the full cooperation of the participants of the various programmes.

Kindly find, a copy of the Bio-Data of the Pivot, in the enclosure.

b. Stages of growth of the Organization.

I. Stage : Initial focus – 1991 – 1993

· Project Area approach

· Conscientization and problem solving.

· Working on gender concept.

· Women group formation.

· Mobilization of Government Programmes.

II. Stage Widening focus :  1994v – 1996

· Collective actions and Mass Mobilization programmes.

· Inter project networks.

· Concentration on economic development programmes.

III. Stage sharpen the Focus – 1997 – 1999

· Understanding the Society in Caste, Class and Gender perspectives.

· Mass Actions and Development of networks among people.

· Extend solidarity among the people with other areas.

· Relate to socio, non-party political and feminist movements.

· Solidarity for states level issues & concerns.

· Genesis of class, caste and gender perspectives both at Project and People’s level.

· Politicization of issues and programmes.

· Deep Political involvement in:

· Dalit women awareness and affirmation

· Gender awareness and consciousness.

· Widening class concept and assertion of Rights.

· Local level protests for State and National level issues. 

1995-2000  

PRESENT & FUTURE FOCUS:

· Develop the support structures for people’s organizations – 

· Women sangams

· Youth sangams

· Marginal farmer’s sangams

· Woman’s Thrift.

· Development Association.

· Priority for the issues of gender concerns and develops gender perspectives in all activities.

· Trainings and leadership development for the people’s structures.

· Strengthening the involvement in land issues and struggles to assert the basic Rights.

· Increase the leadership responsibility at:

· Block level.

· Panchayat level; and

· Gender wise.

· Addressing the issue of school dropouts among Dalit community and child labour.

· Empowering the Dalit boys and girls with human right education and remedial teaching in their formative age. 

· Relate to different non-party political networks.

· Develop the legal cell.

· Strengthening economic base of the people.

· Explore the different avenues for Income Generation.

· Optimum land utilization and involvement in ecological concerns – Protection of common lands, tanks etc.

· Respond to anti-people policies and changes at macro level.

· Involve in study, research and demonstration to support the mass actions.

Achievements:

· The illiterate Dalit women (around 500 women) equipped with knowledge in reading writing and arithmetic.

· Covering around 350 school dropout, young dalit girls with various capacity building programmes and establishing self-dependency in their lives.

· Development of Dalit women leaders with articulative power, especially as ward members, councilors in the Panchayat Raj systems and make them face government officials and others without any fear.

· Developing alternative health care among Dalit women – herbal medicine usage.

· Inculcating the spirit to learn in the minds of around 400 Dalit children so that they are continuing their school education.

· Promotion of saving scheme and addresses the problem of moneylenders in the target area.

· Handling of gender issues of women around 120 cases and establishing justice and self dignity in the lives of the oppressed women.

· Eradication of skin disease like scabies among the Dalit, adults and children in the target areas.

· Addressing the problem of child labour and putting back in school 22 dalit school dropout girls and boys.

· Putting self-confidence in the minds of victims of domestic violence and brought light and hope in their lives through counseling and legal actions. 

2. Description of the type of people and children:

Dalit people, Dalit women, migrated workers, quarry women workers, domestic workers, small vendors like flowers, fruits, greens, fish, victims of domestic violence and children of these women as well as street children.

3. Over view of the organization structure:
Enclosed

1) Structure of the organization

2) Details of board members

3) Details of Staff

4. Annual Budget of Organisation – The financial statement Enclosed

Additional informations  enclosed:

1) Paper Cuttings

2) Photographs

3) Brochure

B. Project Information

Description of the project, broad goals and specific objectives.

Goals:

 The main goal of “Empowerment of Dalit Children and Social Transformation” is to ensure quality education, along with the formal education among the target children of the oppressed Dalit Community and also aiming at empowering them to have control over their life, resources and body, to empower them with the needed information in order to make them avail abundant or fuller life.  The longer goal is a social transformation by these children and establishes justice in their lives and in the society.

Specific Objectives 

1) To achieve 100% enrolement in school and sustain their regularity.

2) To enable the poor dalit children face their school with self-confidence since they are educated along with other upper caste students.

3) Inculcate in the passive Dalit Children the characteristics of leadership and grow their articulative power.

4) Bring out their various hidden talents, which else will go unused.

5) Empower the Dalit students with critical vision, to question the existing oppressive social structure and to challenge it. 

2) Community or Regional Needs and / or Challenges that this efforts will address

1) School dropout rate will be eliminated in the course of time, if this project gets implemented.

2) Girl Child literacy rate will increase.

3) Chances for higher education in the lives of the Dalit community will increase.

4) A new community comprising of people with qualitative education will emerge with healthy inter personal relationship. 

3) Community or Regional Opportunities, strengths and / or assets this effort will drop on.

1) Community will be encouraged to look at education with seriousness.

2) Parents especially mothers will be made to realize their responsibility in allowing their girl children get formal school education.

3) Community will be made responsible to stop child labour and promote education among Dalit children. 

5) Specific activity and timetable for meeting your stated objectives Please show short term and long term timetable:  

	S No.
	Activity
	Short term
	Long Term

	1.
	Training of Cultural troupe 

25 students will get training in traditional cultural arts of dalits. 

Performances:

The learned skills will be used by the troop by giving performances
	10 days training 

24 performances per year in 12 areas having 2 shows per area.
	Every year the troupe will undergo 10-day refresh training with new skits.

In  the next 5 years   120Performances will be organised in 60  areas.  



	2.
	Motivation and formation of  Parents Committees 

Parents will be motivated in each village to specially care for children’s enrolment in school and follow up with school functioning.    
	Village-wise Parents committees will be formed in all 12 areas in first three months period of every year.

Parents will develop direct access to the teaching community and the education department.
	Organise parents for minimum wages, employment guarantee act and agricultural workers bill. Achieving this will reduce the child labour since elders get employment through these protective legislative measures.

	3.
	Mobilization of Children

Children will be motivated through cultural performances, discussions directly and also through parents.    
	1st three months will be spent intensively to mobilize the children to enroll them in the schools.  
	A Children’s club will be formed in every village through which children’s educational games will be developed according to the local needs and cultures.

	4.
	Enrolment of Children

Followed by the motivation and listing out the children in different categories such as children to be enrolled in first time, dropout children before and after  5th standard, bonded and child labour etc. 
	First three months will be the period of motivation of children and enrolment.  
	The culture of going to school by group of children and also regularly in attending the special classes in the evenings will help the children to be regular in long run.

	5.
	Teachers Training

One educated dalit youth will be selected from each village to take care of the evening special coaching for primary school children in 12 areas.   

The teachers will be given training for 15 days, to develop alternative educational skills to generate the interest among the children in school education.  
	15 days training in first two months of their appointment.

There will be regular monthly review meetings to assess the teachers’ performance and to realize their needs. 
	In five years time a culture of regularity in sending the children to school will evolve. Further  the teachers will become responsible leaders in the villages   to address the socio –economic and educational   problems of the community 


6) Level and Nature of involvement of the community at large, local residence and otherconstituency: 

Participation of parents: 

The parents of primary school children will be formed as a committee at every village level.  These parents will be motivated to send their children to school on regular basis without assigning the work on school days.  

Education Department: Education being the state responsibility the participation of parents will be enhanced at school level by inviting the district officials to the village gram sabhas and have discussions with the community in order to ensure the better functioning methods in association with the local people.  Parent’s direct access to the officials and proactive role in school matters will ultimately bring locals monitoring over the school system.  This will help better functioning of the school.

Children’s clubs at every village level: All the children in the village including dropouts will be formed into children’ s club so that there will be a interaction between the school going children and dropouts.  Further, the participation and motivation meetings will enhance the interest of dropout children to crave for school education.  

Women’s associations will also interact with the children both as part of parents committee and also as women association in order to develop interest on school education for their own children and also generate interest among the children in the school.  The collective decision in times of dropout prone months will help to monitor the regularity of children in attending the schools regularly. 

7) Identify organizations, if any, that you collaborate with in addressing the regional needs and challenges. 

a)   Local Women Sangams

b) Quarry Workers Sangams

c) Construction Workers Sangms

d) Ambedkar Makkal Mantams

e) Area Peoples’ Associations

8) Future plan for sustaining this effort and strategy for building your funding base.

1) Dalits being most deprived community it is very difficult to raise the resources when they themselves are in acute poverty.  However, their participation at different levels of programme is one of the important contributions that they can make. 

2) Each student will contribute Rs.4/- per month. We expect 30 students will join in each center which comes about Rs.4 X 10 months X 30=1,200/- per annum.  It is also decided to list out all those people working outside of the village and gets their financial support in order to make addition to the contribution of the children.  In about 5 years time we are hoping that Rs.20, 000/- can be pooled down in each center.  This will earn Rs.300 per month interest at the rate of 18%.  At the end of 5 years each student will be paying Rs.7/- which will become Rs.210/-.  This way the instructor will be paid Rs.500/- from the resources earned during this five years period. 

3) We hope we will able to motivate atleast 3 to 5 dalit educated youth in every dalit village to gradually develop interest and service attitude towards this school through which they will be able to teach the children of the same village voluntarily.  
9) Brief assessment of how your efforts are going to affect the lives of local people in the long run:

1) The culture of enrolling every child in school will be evolved.

2) Children’s education, elders life education will together build the values of collective action, community sharing for common purposes, culture of mobilizing state resources in rightful manner, building leadership within the community will be evolved.

3) Simultaneously their participation in strengthening the local Community Based Organisations along with equipping them with the skills of dry land cultivation alternative agricultural practices, alternative income generation schemes will be evolved to take care of the economic base of the people.  

4) Self-confidence, self-respect, reflecting and reacting in pro-active way for the contextual changes in the society will develop in the community.  
C) Project Evaluation:   

· The success behind all the initiatives of FORWORD is the effective participation methods that we adopted to monitor the program.  Right from the planning to evaluation people involves in decentralized manner.  Therefore, they own the program.

· Student’s performance will be reviewed by regular tests conducted by teachers.

· The teacher’s performance and the school functioning will be reviewed by the parents committee that meets once in three months.  

· The Community Based Organisations promoted by FORWORD will review the entire program once in every six months along with the team of FORWORD.  Besides this every year ending over all internal review will be carried on by the selective members from FORWORD team, Community Based Organisations and parents committees.  

1) How much money does you required for the proposed specific project?    
Target Population:

· Dalit Children aged 6-11 years (corresponding to 1-5th standards of primary schools) who have dropped out or are at risk of dropping out of school.

· 12 Dalit areas in the FORWORD Project area.

Problems:

· High drop out rates at primary and upper levels of education.

· High incidence of child labour and child bonded labour

· Inability to see connection between education and well being of life.

· Low enrollment and high drop out of Dalit Girls.

· Low levels of employment outside of seasonal agricultural labour

· Low self esteem of Dalit children

· High levels of illiteracy

· Inaccessibility of education to the daily lives of Dalits.

Programme
1) Evening schools will be run for 12 areas around 30 children in each village.  

2) An educated dalit youth will be selected from the village to work as teachers in the evening.  He/She will be paid Rs.350/- per month. 

3) These 12 teachers will be trained for 15 days to develop the skills in alternative educational models.

4) The children will be enrolled in the school after 3 month’s motivation for parents and children.

5) Promote the parents committees, children’s clubs in order to maintain the regularity of regular school functioning and to develop cardinal relationship with teachers and education department. The same committee will also monitor the night school education centers.  

6) Cultural Training: A 10-day workshop to train cultural troupe to encourage enrollment in our evening schools.  They will perform street theatre and songs on the topics of child labour and education.  The troupe will be comprised of 20 articulate dalit, children aged between 10 to 15.

7) Performances: The troupe will perform 2 shows in each area having 10 days gap in between in every village and covers 12 areas in a period of 3 months time.  The performance will be followed by the immediate intervention of education department;  like minded local organizations and FORWORD to enroll the students and also sustain the interest of parents.   

8) Motivation meetings for parents.  Day long motivation meetings will be conducted  to promote enrolment and also to sustain the regularity of children’s attendance.  Care will be taken in times of dropout prone months to help the school system to function properly.  

9) Curriculum: Dalits students often find that the examples in the textbooks do not match the realities of their experiences.  These alienate child and often dismiss their reality as sub- standard.  The cultural component of the curriculum will build up the dalit perspective at the primary level. In additional to their formal school curriculum, this sort of cultural component will be taught to the students.  Our students will learn about their own lives and rural realities as part of their education. They will also learn to value themselves and the important role of dalits in the society.  Thus in addition to their formal school education, value based education will find an important place in this curriculum. 

10) Parents motivational meetings will be organised in all the 12 areas once in a month in all the  dropout proven months –  July, November, December and January 

11) Please describe how to reach the project by road or train for ASHA volunteers to visit.

FORWORD office can be reached easily by an autorickshaw or by a car, from Tambaram railway station or bus stand. It is very close to both the centers, and comes within one kilometre.

Expected Impacts of the Program:

· Reduced drop out rates from primary school

· Improved self image of Dalit students/children

· Better performance of students in primary school

· Reduction in the incidence of Child Bonded Labor and child labour

· Encourage Dalit students to continue with their education 

· Reduce illiteracy

· Promote a culture of education and educational success in Dalit areas.
2).Budget for the first year
	S.no.
	Particulars
	People’s contribution
	Request from ASHA

	1.
	Cultural Training

20 students X Rs.50/- X 10 days 

Resource persons fee and travel

Cultural Material
	
	10,000

3,000

3,000

	2.
	Cultural performances – Travel and Food

25 persons. X Rs.1,000   
	20,000
	5,000

	3.
	Parents motivational meetings :

12 areas X 6 months X  Rs.1000/- per meeting
	59,000


	13,000

	4.
	Teachers Trainings

12 teachers X Rs.1000 per head
	
	12,000

	5
	Center arrangements

Rent 12 X Rs.100 X 12 

Mats for sitting Rs.250 X 12 per center

Black board and educational materials Rs1000 per center

Electricity Rs.50 X 12 X 12
	
	14,400

3,000

12,000

7,200

	6
	Formation and strengthening of children’s club Rs.1,000 X 12  per center(conduct competitions on skills, exposure and etc.,
	
	12,000

	7.
	Teachers honorarium 12 persons X Rs.500 X 12 months 
	
	72,000

	8
	Coordinator salary Rs.2000 X 12 months

Travel Rs.750 X 12
	
	24,000

9,000

	9.
	Stationary , Xerox and Administration
	
	10,000

	
	
	79,000
	2,09,600


I very much request ASHA to support this project enabling us to address the issue of illiteracy, school dropout and social disempowerment of Dalit children of this part of Tamil Nadu.

Submitted by,

M.Shiamala Baby,

19-1-2001.

Forum for Women’s Rights and Development  (FORWORD)

(Towards a World of abundant life for the oppressed women)

27/2 Suddananda Bharathi Street, East Thambaram,  Chennai – 600 059.

Ph. 2378081; Fax: 00  91  44  236 3015

E-mail: shiamalababy@usa.net
============================================================================M.Shiamala Baby, M.A., B.D.,





Dt.19th Jan, 2001

Exec. Director.

TO

Mr.Srikanth Voorakaranam,

ASHA –MIT,

W20-401, MIT, 77 Massachusetts Ave.

Cambridge, MA 02139, USA.

Through 

Mr.Shanmuga

ASHA,

Chennai – 600 040.

Dear Srikanth,

Greetings from FORWORD!
We are happy to introduce ourselves as human right activists, with a stress on the human right issues of women and children. We are active in this field since 1992, when FORWORD had its inception.  

We can add so many laurels to our credit in their field, even before the inception of FORWORD. We were involved in this field even earlier. Establishing; the right to life and right to a safe livelihood in the lives of all, being the slogan of FORWORD, FORWORD works hard to establish this right in the life of the oppressed of the oppressed.  Since our task is challenging, we have to go through a path not very smooth, especially because we live in a world where patriarchy and caste system are the ruling factors.

The problem of children is a growing issue which has been disturbing us for a long time.  We are trying to address this issue, along with our other programme but never separately.  This has been a concern always in my mind.

In this context, when one of my friends introduced ASHA to me, my happiness knew no bounds.  Especially, when I could go through the guidelines of ASHA,  I felt that you are the right partner, for me to choosed in order to address this issue.

I am very much hopeful to challenge this issue, with the help of you in this part of Tamil Nadu.  Problem of Dalit school dropout girls and boys (majority being Dalit girls), end up in a world of worries for Dalit girls like early marriage, too many child births, problem of alcoholic husbands, wife beatings, malnutrition, lack of control over one’s body and resources, sickness and early death etc. and etc.  This being the plight of the poor Dalit girls, it is high time that this issue should be addressed.

Education is the only appropriate weapon with which the root cause of these issues can be addressed.  As Dalits are not accessible to education due to their low socio-economical background, the need of an outside agent is a must to push them up to become part of the main stream of life.

Since, the issue of Dalit girls and boys is a burden to my heart, I will be very much thankful to you if you can come forward to work with us to address this issue, since I believe this is ASHA’s burden too.

I would be more happy to answer you if there is any clarification needed by you in this concern.

Looking forward to hearing from you soon in a positive way.

With kind regards.

Thanking you,

Yours in Solidarity,

M.Shiamala Baby,

Area of Activities

	S.No
	Name of the Area
	Block
	District

	1
	Pulikoradu
	Chittlappakkam
	Kanchipuram

	2
	Rajiv Gandhi Nagar
	Chittlappakkam
	Kanchipuram

	3
	Ashok Nagar
	Chittlappakkam
	Kanchipuram

	4
	Sebastiarpuram
	Chittlappakkam
	Kanchipuram

	5
	Nedunguntam Sector I
	Kattankolathur
	Kanchipuram

	6
	Nedunguntam Section II
	Kattankolathur
	Kanchipuram

	7
	Kolappakkam
	Kattankolathur
	Kanchipuram

	8
	Vengambakkam
	Kattankolathur
	Kanchipuram

	9
	Vinobha Nagar
	Kuntathoor
	Kanchipuram

	10
	Thirumudivakkam
	Kuntathoor
	Kanchipuram

	11
	Madambakkam
	Kuntathoor
	Kanchipuram

	12
	Somangalam
	Kuntathoor
	Kanchipuram


Enclosure:

The Structure of FORWORD

The family of FORWORD springs out from the small fountain, the Board of FORWORD, which goes side by side with the Advisory Board.  Now comes the role of the Project Direction who in addition to guiding the activities, builds up networking and see that the democratic way of functioning takes place in FORWORD.  The programme Co-ordinator takes care of the various programmes of it while women Co-ordinator helps the Co-ordination in two levels - one within and among the area women, another with other women groups at a larger level.  The community organizers and the women organizers, organise the people accordingly.  The skill trainer in addition to her moulding up of the unskilled, skilled,  she also moulds the untrained to be responsible human beings with self dignity and self confidence.  Women animators and women leaders who come from among the participants form the monitoring body. The core of FORWORD is the participants of it - Dalit women, Dalit children, women in crisis, women working in unorganized sectors, street children,childlabourers etc. 

BIO-DATA of the pivot of FORWORD

M.Shiamala Baby, the pivot of FORWORD Forum for Women’s Rights and Development, comes from Kanyakumary District, the South most tip of India.  She is a Christian by religion and belongs to the order of CSI - Church of South India.  She is based in Tambaram near Chennai city  in Tamil Nadu.

Her educational qualification goes like this:

a) M.A. Master’s Degree in English Language and Literature.

b) Bacherlor’s Degree in Christian Theology, B.D.

c) Certificates on “Inter Cultural Course on women and the society”, from St. Scholastica’s College, Manila, Philippines University.

d) Gandhian Thought - Madurai Kamaraj University.

e) Women studies - Ecumenical Christian Centre , Bangalore.

f) Community development and Community Organization - Indian Social Institute, Bangalore.

g) Social Work - Madras School of social work. 

Had abroad exposures on women and their struggles in the society and politcs in the following manner.

a) Manila, Philippines 


1989

b) Kong Kong, Bangkok, Seoul

1995

c) Amsterdam



1996

d) Bossey - Geneva



1996

e) Philippines



1999

She could present papers on women in India, in all these occasions.  As a resource person, could particiapte and contribute in many of the national level conferences, conventions, seminars and workshops on women. Being a powerful writer and poetess, her articles and poems on the differnet issues of women had been published in the various national and international magazines like, “Ministerial Formation” Geneva, Leela - philippines, NCCI review Nagpur, Peoples’ Reporter -Bangalore, Faith Stories - Bangalore, Aakkam - (Tamil) Madurai etc.

Had served as an executive in many human right and women right organizations like.
a) PSA - Programme for social Action - Kerala

b) ATTWI - Association of Theologically Trained women of India - Bangalore

c) PREETHI  - a women Concern in Maduria.

d) CHETHENA - a body of U.S.A’s Presbyterian programme in India.

e) KDVOF - Federation of KanchipuramDistrict voluntary organizations.
Being the mother of two girls, the pivot is a divorcee, who went through the worst forms of domestic violence in her personal life.  Out of this bitter experience, she drew strength to fight for the denied human right values in the lives of other suffering women.  FORWORD emerged as a result of it, as a platform where such issues of injustice and womens’ denial of ‘Right to Life can be addressed boldly.  FORWORD had its inception in the year 1992, though the activities of the pivot, started since 1987.
Establishing a just world through social transformation being the vision of the pivot, she along with a committed team strives forward, in this attempt, through education and action oriented programmes. 

