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The guys who made it to the site visit are: Biswajoy, Roop, Anirban and

 myself. 

As we reached the station, as promised on phone, there was an

 Indica car waiting to pick us up. This tells volumes about how much SKB

 wanted this trip to happen. Anyway, as the heat kept on increasing around

 9:30 a.m., we had the car AC on full blast (something I never expected).

 As we reached the place, we saw the staff members and the only trustee

 present, standing outside to welcome us. It felt nice. We got

 introduced to the important people around and pursued inside the main trustee's

 office, asked for breakfast and we obliged.

For those, not having seen Rekha di, the point of contact for SKB, is a

 lady in her 70s, a little overweight and was to undergo a knee

 replacement operation in two days. We have her pic in place. After resting for

 some time on the breakfast table and getting to know each other

 better, knowing that the institute trains 527 kids from 11 villages in and

 around Midnapore, we set off for different parts of the institute

 following the very few permanent faculties that they have. In this context,

 some of you might be knowing that most of the faculty members are

 students from different colleges doing their graduation courses, looking to

 earn some money teaching toddlers.

First we came into a room having a few students with computers. And

 they were not sitting idle, they actually had the the MS Word open and

 trying to key in a few words reading from the newspapers. And we realized

 that these students were doing as directed as SKB was undergoing a site

 visit. We talked to the kids and picked up a few names as well...

 Surajit Das of Class VII, Raj Kumar Singh of Class IX and Uttam Karan of

 Class XI.

Then we went to the open compound from where melodious Bangla songs

 could be heard (and seen) right from the time we got into SKB and in Rekha

 di's office. The faculties told us that when the students joined SKB

 at a tiny age, they had no idea of what music was. Gradually they became

 better singers with new found interest in songs and training from able

 people. We have a shot of the young singsters.

We did not feel like disturbing them and went ahead to the next group

 of students engaged in another activity, aerobics. They were holding

 colourful kites and then light-weight dumb-bells in their hands and

 dancing to drum beats. The synchronisation seemed bulls-eye. A story told is

 worth mentioning in this context.. the colourful kites are fetched from

 a rich school in Jamshedpur, where those kites were left behind by the

 students after a performance. Those kites, which to those students

 were rags to be left behind, were something new and colourful that brought

 in smile to the faces of the toddlers in SKB. The dumb-bells were self

 funded, though.

The activities changed from aerobics to yoga. We met some wonderful

 young girls doing yoga and met the best performer there, who had been

 district championship recently. The girls we came across were Soma 'the

 champ' Das and Sujata Sau. Its wonderful to see these village girls been

 given so much importance to health and fitness.

Then we moved to the classrooms... we saw the kids sitting on the floor

 on a mat, but had desks to keep their books on. Much stress has been

 laid on developing the infrastructure of the institute, which includes

 getting chairs for thse kids and for the faculty. Speaking about

 faculties, stress is there on increasing their numbers as well on company

 payroll. Okay, coming back, we met a number of kids ranging from Nursery to

 Class IX. Inbetween, we had a few kids recite a few lovely poems to

 us. They were Piu Guria of Higher Nursery, Suman Maity from Class I and

 Nilee De from Class II. It was so much fun seing and hearing those very

 young toddlers reciting poems with their not so clear dialects. Much to

 our amusement, none of them forgot to act 'Namaskar' after the end of

 their recital. (We have a few videos dedicated to these wonderful and

 well-mannered children, which you will come across). In another floor,

 we met an activist in a Class VII boy, Manik Jana... he recited 'Swadesh

 Mantra', an exciting verse recited by none other than our Swami

 Vivekananda in Chicago. It fetched him great applause from all of us. We felt

 good, maybe he is the next Swami in the making. In the mean time, we

 asked a few strudents, what they want to be in future, how important is

 studying to them... we did not get a reply; then we realised we were

 asking the questions to a Class II student, who might not be sure whats

 in store for him the evening when he reaches home that day. Later we

 received a normal (though cliched) answer from a 10th Standard student, he

 wants to be a doctor when he grows up.

The institute building is three storeys tall which also houses a

 libraries for kids, having school text books and story books to keep them

 engaged. We saw two classes being taken concurrently in the same

 classroom. Well, we felt it was disturbing. In the top floor, we found special

 classes being held for meritorious students, drawing classes happening

 where students were holding wonderful paintings, supposedly drawn by

 them. Its wonderful to see lovely paintings and its difficult to believe

 their talent knowing the kind of background they come from. Then we

 returned from the visit to get together in the cosy and airy office of

 Rekha di. After some light hearted talks, we headed towards the

 administrative office, which is 10 mins drive from the school. Inbetween we met a

 young man having come from the rags, had his schooling sponsored by

 SKB, is now a man his family and the institute is proud of.. he has some

 land that he can call his own and a home. He broke into tears when he

 was being introduced to us, we did not have much words to console him..

 he does not need words to be consoled.. he is a self-made man.

We were greeted by an equally nice architectured house with large airy

 rooms, the ground floor of which houses the office adorned with a

 self-funded PC and a another gifted PC with a huge LCD screen. We were

 impressed. We met an IIT Kharagpur professor who has come back after passing

 from SKB years back, having worked in the U.S. for almost four years,

 wanting to do something for the mentors who showed them the world. It

 was a wonderful gesture...

The second floor of the building was dedicated towards the young adult

 students doing their higher studies. We came across a gymnasium and a

 seminar hall clubbed together, which we have in the pic... a library

 dedicated to students doing their graduation, a toilet in every floor

 running very hot water (the blame goes to the really hot weather), two

 rooms for those who have to stay back.

Gradually it was time for lunch. We were taken utmost care and served

 rice, dal, fried potato bhurji, a vegetable, fish, sweets and what

 not... it was a wholesome meal in the end. We really did not expect to have

 such homely food from a home away from home. Then came the time when we

 sat across the table and discussed on what their expectations from

 Asha really are... funding of the upcoming one storey structure and

 gradually coloring all the facilities they have. Gradually they will be

 getting the furnitures right for the Institution, which includes providing

 the students chairs to sit on.

According to them Asha funds them in four broad categories: Living

 expense, Health care, Higher education and Infrastructure. Asha pays $4000,

 $1500, $5000 and $8000 on an average every year, though these can

 increase based on requirement. As per their records, though they got paid

 $13000 last year for infrastructure development, high escalation in

 prices of steel and cement were did not help matters in completing the one

 storey building they had aspired to finish (We have a pic of the same

 half-cooked building). SKB also wants the funding for Living expense

 hiked this year to $5000 at least as they would want to invest more on

 children food, uniform and winter garments, recruit permanent faculties

 for constant attention, e.g. a physical trainer, a dance teacher for the

 girls.

They were very proud in showing us photos and a brochure that gives the

 detailed history of how SKB started and the relevant histories, how

 they started from taking classes almost on the roads to how things

 started rolling forward. They provided us with some mementos built and

 designed by their own children. Those include calendars and greeting cards

 which have the children's drawings, funded by IIT Kharagpur at times

 (which SKB seem to have very close association with) and by themselves the

 last time. This, ofcourse, is a wonderful way to inspire the students.

Then, it was time to leave, it was time to bid good bye to all the

 members of SKB and thank them for all the care they have bestowed on us.

 They were equally thankful that we made the trip come true and that they

 will be funded this year as well. Then we were left till the railway

 station in the same car. We caught a local coming back to Kolkata.

So, this is somewhat we have gathered. We understand that the trustees'

 efforts are genuine and they are really interested in seeing their

 students win the war called life. We have left our email ids with them and

 have promised to lend our hands if they require our service in future.

We also wish SKB, the trustees, the faculties and moreso the students

 all the best and hope they will come up strongly in life and help SKB

 and similar institution grow up with them.
Rekha Di





Avishek








