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	Project Contact


	Asha volunteer conducting the visit

	Name
	Rekha Sarkar
	Shibani Dalal

	Address
	Sarda Kalyan Bhandar

F/1 Sarat Pally

Midnapore. West Bengal721101

India
	120, Bishop Street. Apt D
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 CT 06511  

	Phone(s)
	011-91-3222 263866
	203-782-0383

	E-mail
	Kgb_skbtrust@sancharnet.in
	Shibani.dalal@yale.edu


Date: 30th Sept’2004

Was your site visit announced?      Yes, it was planned
Project: Child welfare project
Description of the site visit:

I am associated with Sarada Kalyan Bhandar as a project custodian from last two years. It was last year September 30th I actually got a chance to visit SKB during my visit to India.  I took 6 AM train from Howrah station and reached Midnapore station around 9 AM.  Since it was an announced visit, Prof Rekha Sarkar, one of the founder members of SKB, was at the station to receive me.  First we went to Kalyan pith, Sarada kalyan bhandar’s newly constructed school. It was far from the main Midnapore town.  Usually their classes were supposed to resume by 9AM but it was extended for that particular day so that I could observe the full activities of the centre.  


Everyday students start their school with prayer. It was a delightful experience for me to see how small children are actively participated in Sanskrit prayer.   Then I went to Gabnala centre which was almost a mile away from the school.  This centre is basically for the small children (age group 3-6).  SKB uses the local primary school as their centre. Class time is 6:30 to 9AM. There were two class rooms with a capacity of 20 children each.  Teachers were preparing children for their admission to school. The classrooms are not in good condition at all (see the picture of junior class) but SKB can not help in that matter since government owns this.


I came to main school again and went to see how the classes were running. I went to Math class where teachers were teaching Unitary methods and then went to Biological science class.  I visited drawing class, yoga class and music class.  In music class, they sang a Tagore song and I must say it was an overwhelming experience.  I felt like I went back to my School days.  While I was on the terrace with two teachers I saw students were doing PT and parade with colorful props.  It was very organized and colorful presentation and could be compared with any city school annual show. I was quite surprised to see those expensive props.  But teachers explained that they didn’t buy those, a teacher from city school gave those stuffs.   


At 2PM I left Kalyanpith and went to SKB’s main office in Midnapore town. This office is a base centre for women efficiency program, higher education and health care.   They have a very organized office.  I talked some people from audit section. I went to see their small library which is mainly used for higher education project. I talked with librarian too.  They have good amounts of used books for higher education.  Luckily I had a chance to see on that day how higher education program works.  That day was scheduled for interviewing the students whom they are thinking of sponsoring.  5 candidates were present at that day.  One of the conditions of getting help from SKB is that they have to give their vacation time to child welfare project.  Based on their academic record and willingness to help SKB, candidates will be selected.  At 3PM I have decided to leave SKB and took the train back to Howrah station.  

At the end, I must say that I felt very lucky that I have came in contact with Sarada Kalyan Bhandar, a genuine social service organization doing useful work for the betterment of our community. I wish I can help them more. 
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