Vikasana - A Rural Centre for Education

A Glance  - June 2009 – April 2010

School statistics

	Type \ Age Group
	Less than 10 yrs
	10 yrs Years Plus

	Existing students 
	18
	13

	New Enrollments
	
	

	   - Rural
	7
	5

	   - Street/Hostel Children
	-
	3


Total Children currently = 46

New @ Vikasana

· 15 New enrollments. 3 street children and the rest are main school drop outs.

· Introduction of mid day meals by ISKON.

· 3 Volunteers handling projects in Social and Natural Science, Maths and Kannada.

· Four home schooling mothers bring their kids twice a week to merge.

· Exchange program with “Shibumi” and alternate school twice a week.

· Prabha teaches Clay craft to children once a week.

· Eshwari, an escort for the Hostel children helps in teaching the younger children.

· 8th std level children took Ramayana exam conducted by Hindu Seva Parishat (H.S.P), Bangalore.

· This year,one girl child is completing her school level exams

Celebrations @ Vikasana

· Ganesha Festival, Independence Day and Christmas.

· Cultural program for parents an Ex-students.

Places visited by the Children

· Planetarium, Vishweswaraiah museum and an aquarium in batches.

· “Adishilp”, tribal art and craft exhibition.

· Lalbagh flower show

· IISc Open day attened by senior children

Places visited by staff

· Wardha Network meeting

· Kaigal

· Learning Network  meetings

Visitors @ Vikasana

· Elizabeth Staley from England

· Visitors from Pune, Fireflies and Goa came to see alternative method of schooling. 

· 30 trainees from Kuppam were brought by Ms. Chinnamma, Valley school

· Environment support group brought main stream teachers to show and interact regarding environment education.

Detailed Report on school activities of Vikasana
June 2009 – April 2010

This academic year fifteen new children joined Vikasana. Out of them three were street children who come from a hostel about 8 K.M away from the city. The rest are dropouts from the mail stream school.
Their merging became easier from their side than from us – staff. Our ideas like main stream, street children, and rural innocence – were our barriers.

The school gave midday meals in June and July. In August we stopped it. Mrs. Shamala Mahadevan a friend generously sponsored meals through ISKON to the school. Now we are regularly getting good food everyday. All of us feel better, children’s attendance and coming on time to school has been obvious. It seems that she is going to sponsor for next year too. Some construction workers children also join us to have the food.
Three volunteers – Sarang Chandrasekar, Bhavana Prakash and Sumati are volunteering in project work. Projects range in Social and Natural Science, Maths and Kannada. 
Kannada Rajyostava was celebrated with Indian Business Academy (IBA) college students on Kanakapura Road. Our children performed cultural programs at the college. Library books and sports equipment were donated by them to the children.
As a ritual we celebrated Ganesha festival, Independence Day and Christmas. We had a small cultural program only for parents and ex-students. The numbers of Ex-students were very little as they were all caught up with lives of their own.

All the children were taken to the planetarium, Vishweswaraiah museum and an aquarium in batches.  They also attended “Adishilp” an exhibition organized by the government showcasing art and craft of the tribal living in various states of India. This also had live performances by various tribal artists. Children were taken to Lalbagh flower show too.
We got an invitation from IISc for their Open day. Senior students attended and saw alternate energy supply, natural science experiments to identify their talents. 
Four home schooling mothers along with their children come twice a week and merge with us.

An alternate school named “Shibumi” brings 10-12 children twice a week to our premises to learn Kannada. This is handled by Nagu and in turn one of their facilitator takes theatre and English classes for some of our children.

One of us attended Wardha Network meeting. Nagu visited Kaigal and both of us participated in the Learning Network meetings held at Timbaktu. These meetings helped us to strengthen us and brought in lot of new energy. Nagu was able to meet a lot of like minded  people and attend various workshops.
Prabha a lady who is trained in clay craft by an artist – Vishakha comes in once a week to help the children since March this year.

We would like to mention one visitor Elizabeth Staley from England. She is an old friend who was the main key for starting Vikasana. Some visitors from Pune, Fireflies (a rural farm and artist paradise) and Goa came to see alternative method of schooling. 
A group of 30 trainees from Kuppam were brought by Ms. Chinnamma, Valley school which resulted in lot of positive interactions with the staff and the children.

Environment support group brought main stream teachers to show and interact regarding environment education.

8th std level children took Ramayana exam conducted by Hindu Seva Parishat (H.S.P), Bangalore.

This time Nagu has taken major responsibility of the school. Eshwari a young adult who escorts the hostel children also assists in teaching. 

This academic year, one girl child is completing her school level exams.

We feel that this time we have been inclusive in all levels regarding our activities. 

