Site Visit Report for Jeevan Jyot:

Context:

Jeevan Jyot is an institution being run in Pune for mentally handicapped children.   I visited the institute along with my mother, who is herself a special education teacher, in March 2002.   

Top-line:

My overall impression of the institute is extremely positive.  In particular, I am very impressed by the sincerity, integrity and dedication of the staff – both management and teaching.   My overall recommendation is very strongly that Asha should continue to fund this institute and that Asha will be helping good people dedicated to an extremely worthy cause.

Distinguishing features of Jeevan-Jyot:

There were several aspects that I found very noteworthy during the visit:

1.  Enthusiasm of children:  Most of the children that I interacted with seemed very enthusiastic about being at school, and were very motivated in different category areas.  For example, the school trains some students for cooking Diwali-type and other special foods, so that they can learn some skills and also generate some nominal income for the school.  I spoke to a boy engrossed in the cooking process, and he was absolutely delighted and proud of the task he was doing.   I also has a chance to taste their cooking, and I have to say it was simply delicious!  Similarly, I spoke to another boy who had acted in a school play which one a prize at the local competition, and this buy was excited enough to repeat the entire rendition of his role in the play for my benefit!   In my opinion, the fact these special children are excited about coming here is in and of itself the best testimony for the school.

2.  Creative teaching techniques:  In walking through the class-rooms, both my mother and I observed the teachers using a variety of creative techniques to help teach the children pattern recognition, motor skills and so forth.  Pictures, charts, and small hands-on experiments were used widely, and my mother’s expert opinion was that, as a result of the creative techniques employed, the teaching was much more effective.

3.  Uniqueness of institution:  There are not many schools that cater to the needs of special children in India, and especially so when one steps out if the megapolises like Mumbai.   Since JJM is one of the few institutions in Pune that is dedicated to this cause, that makes the school extremely special.

4.  Focus on vocational skills:  The school has an appropriate focus on vocational skills, aimed at making the kids more self-sufficient.  Aside from the cooking already mentioned above, activities include weaving of garlands, stitching of shopping bags and so forth.  

5.  Hostel and Bus facilities:  The fact that JJM runs a hostel for these special children and has a bus (albeit rather run down!) is very important in enabling the services of the institution to reach a wider cross-section of people, including the weaker sections of society, who, for example, may not have their own mode of transportation.

6.  Integrity of the teaching staff:   As stated in the top-line, I found in my interaction that the management members  and teachers to be very sincere people of integrity, and truly dedicated to the cause of this school.  The founding member, Mrs. Meena Inamdar’s own daughter is a student in this school, which doubly reinforces her commitment.

In summary, I would strongly recommend that Asha continue its funding for JJM.

