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Please attach additional sheets wherever necessary.  Thank you for your time and patience.

Name of the organization        SOWBHAGYA EDUCATIONAL TRUST
Date of Establishment           9th  November 1992
Location



 234, Sri Kapaleeswarar Nagar, 

 Neelangarai,Chennai- 600 041.

Description of area
Coastal Panchayat area.  Heavily populated with Fisherfolk and Construction Workers. 

Contact Person(s) 

1) Mrs.Jayalakshmi Rajagopal   

2) Mrs.Uma Krishnan Kutty

Address 


      
234, Sri Kapaleeswarar Nagar,

                                               Neelangarai, Chennai – 600 041.
Phone number 

         011-91-44-24490842, 011-91-44-24490169
Number of children currently enrolled in the project     

Boys 27

Girls 30

Total 57

Current Girl/Boy ratio                     
27:30
Current Teacher/student ratio
4 teachers for 57 students (1:14)
Over all school attendance percentage   
between 85 and 95

Medium of instruction
                        Tamil
Below are some general questions regarding the project.  Since your is valuable to us, please make your answers as detailed as possible.
Long –term goals of the project (mention any changes you foresee) 


We started our Sowbhagya Educational trust during 1992 with the aim of giving basic education and polytechnic education to children from the financially weaker sections of society. Neelankarai and surrounding areas are coastal towns with a population of fisher folk, construction workers and domestic workers. We sponsor children from the local panchayat school and provide for their education up till high school graduation. With Asha SV’s SAC program, we continue providing support for the students through their college graduation as well.  Before we received help from Asha, we used to sponsor 4 children a year and support them till they complete polytechnic. After we got help from Asha, starting in 2001, we sponsor 8 children every year and support them through school and college, polytechnic and professional courses like Engineering etc. We are able to notice good changes in the children. Even though the parents of our sponsored children are not educated and come from financially weaker sections of society, they want to give a good education to the children. Mr. Anbumani, son of Mr. Periasamy, employed as a construction worker is going to finish his Engineering this year. M. Sujatha, whose father is employed as a mason, is doing her second year Engineering.  M. Sujatha’s two older brothers have studied up to Class X and Class VIII respectively and her parents have not undergone an education. However, the entire family wants M. Sujatha to pursue her Engineering. 

D. Naveena, who stood first in her school in the XII board exam, is doing her B.E Computer Science through the merit allotment from the Anna University Directorate of Technical Education. This is a very competitive placement.  All of the other graduates are pursuing graduate education in different faculties. This education awareness is a very good change.  The students are also very good in extra curricular activities like mono acting, drawing, elocution, dancing, music, essay writing etc.

Description of current trust activities



The trust provides basic, higher, professional and technical education to financially weak students from Neelankarai coastal villages. The children are supported from Class 6 till they complete their college education or polytechnic.  The families of the children are typically employed as fisher folk, construction workers, domestic workers and in trades like carpentry etc. We provide full tuition fees, textbooks, notebooks, stationery, and 3 sets of uniforms every alternate year to all the students. We provide tuition classes every weekday between 5 pm – 7 pm/8 pm and Saturday between 10 am – 1 pm. Sunday coaching between 10 am –1 pm, will be added during exam times.

The tuition classes are instrumental for the progress of the children. The trustees also regularly mentor the children and know all the children and their families very well and provide counseling. 

In addition Asha Chennai provides counseling services for the 10th and 12th students to advise them of the different career options available for them.

Description of current facilities: computer, buildings etc.  How do you need to improve these facilities?

The trust does not own any land, buildings or any other kind of infrastructure. All classes and trust activities are conducted in the homes of volunteers. A local well wisher has donated one computer. All trustees are honorary and none of them receive any compensation. The only paid staff are the teachers and project coordinator.

How do you think the children have improved in the last year?  Please include progress reports of all the children, attendance reports and general comments about overall growth of each child.


The children have shown good improvement in the last year.  All the students have passed in the annual examination and been promoted to the next higher classes.

We are regularly sending quarterly, half yearly and annual board exam results to Asha.  In general, most of the students are attending school and tuition regularly and are good in their studies.  Only very few students are not studying well, they need extra concentration and mentoring.  Around 75 – 80% of the students are studying well.  

The following are the TamilNadu State Board 12th std results of the 2004 – 2005 batch.
	Name of the Student
	Tamil
	English
	Maths
	Physics
	Chemistry
	Biology
	Total
	Ranking
	Overall Percentage
	MPC %

	M.Anitha Mary
	165
	138
	199
	199
	181
	178
	1060
	School First
	88.30%
	96.5

	T.Michael Rani
	174
	161
	173
	190
	171
	176
	1045
	School Second
	87.08%
	89%

	A.SamuelRaj
	175
	157
	137
	132
	171
	164
	936
	 
	78
	73.3

	Name of the Student
	Tamil
	English
	Maths
	Physics
	Chemistry
	Computer
Science
	Total
	 
	 
	 

	V.Muthukumar
	179
	157
	155
	160
	187
	171
	1009
	 
	84
	83.6

	S.Sumitra
	162
	142
	147
	162
	139
	158
	910
	 
	75.8
	74.6

	R.Harikrishnan
	102
	76
	22
	65
	81
	104
	450
	 
	37.5
	 

	Name of the Student
	Tamil
	English
	Physics
	Chemistry
	Botany
	Zoology
	Total
	 
	 
	 

	B.Kalaiselvi
	167
	112
	138
	142
	172
	176
	907
	 
	75.58
	78.5

	A.Nageswari
	135
	105
	107
	110
	122
	128
	707
	 
	59
	58


	S.NO.
	Name of the Student
	Tamil
	English
	History
	Economics
	Accounts
	Commerce
	Total
	Percentage

	9
	A.Savithri
	172
	114
	145
	138
	174
	184
	927/1200
	77%


	10
	K. Sudha – Discontinued after Half-yearly because of heart related illness

	11
	A. Lakshmanan – Did not write 12th exam because of eye related illness



What are the problems you have faced in the last year?


Since Neelankarai is a coastal area, it was affected by the Tsunami. C. Raghuvarman of XI th standard lost his home and S. KalaiArasan of the VIII std lost property to the Tsunami. The Tsunami happened on Dec 26th, 2004. Unforgettable day. When the whole world was enjoying the Christmas holidays, in the Asian countries, mainly Indonesia, Sumatra islands were affected very badly because of the tsunami.  The effect was felt in the coastal areas of Chennai as well.  First time, India heard the word Tsunami.  In Marina beach, people who went for their morning walk, the fishermen who were working in the sea, lost their lives and properties without realizing what was happening.

Our Sowbhagya students are living in the Neelankarai coastal village.  C. Raghuvarman’s (IXth std) house was on the beach.  His father is a fisherman.  At 7:30 am, Raghuvarman’s father and his brother had gone to the teashop. His mother was washing clothes behind the house.  Raghuvarman went to the beach to play cricket with his friends.  Suddenly he saw sea waves coming very fast and rising to a height greater than a palm tree. He ran to his mother and pulled her away. His mother wanted to save the clothes, but Raghuvarman pulled her away by hand and also his other friend. They ran away from the wave and when they were looking back, the wave washed their house away. They were in shock.  With all their belongings washed away, and suddenly homeless, they could not digest what had happened in 5 minutes. We arranged for immediate food, money, shelter and clothes. Raghuvarman’s classmates from Sowbhagya wrote all his class notes. A local tailor stitched 2 sets of uniforms in 2 days. There were other families in Neelankarai affected and large number of families affected in the surrounding coastal villages like Chinna Neelankarai, Nemili kuppam, etc.  The local community, ladies club, the panchayat all  mobilized relief, the Sowbhagya trust organized relief efforts for local villages. The affected families were housed in a local marriage hall. Food was served in the Neelankarai panchayat school. The Neelankarai Indian Bank distributed govt-sanctioned relief. 

P. Anbumani, our trust student in his final year Engineering, worked with Mrs. Lakshmi Suryanarayanan and Mr. Rajaram of Asha Chennai in identifying affected families in Chinna Neelankarai and other villages and helped in distributing relief.

Raghuvarman has recovered from the shock and is attending school regularly.

S. Kalaiarasan was also affected by the Tsunami. For a week, he and his family stayed in the govt provided camps. Rest of the students live around a mile away from the ocean and hence were not affected. The trust received a number of calls from concerned sponsors. We were very happy about the concern shown by the sponsors for the children.

Two other students faced health problems - 

K. Sudha of XII’ std attended school regularly till the half-yearly examination.  After the half-yearly exam, she had a heart related problem. She could not attend school and hence could not write her 12th board exam.

Lakshmanan has been with our trust Class 6 and is now in the XIIth std.  He attended the school for the whole year and had also written his revision exams for the XIIth.  Suddenly, his eyesight was affected.  He is taking treatment at his relatives house in Thiruvanmiyur. He was unable to take his XIIth exams.  We were rather shocked in both cases.

However, since both the students are good students, once their health becomes better, we will support them in their studies, if they want to continue their education.

The other students are doing well.

Do you need additional funds from Asha? If yes, for what purposes?

Since Sowbhagya Educational Trust is 100% dependent on Asha funding for it’s operations, we would like Asha to help us build a corpus fund.

Who are the students graduating this year and what do they plan on doing?

Our current college students are:

	1
	P.Anbumani
	B.Tech(I.T)-Final year
	Anand Institute of 
Higher Technology

	2
	R.Vijay
	B.Tech(I.T)-III year
	Arunai Engineering College

	3
	M.Sujatha
	B.E.(C.Sc.)- II year
	Thangavelu Engineering college

	4
	A.Meenakshi
	BBA (II year)
	Dhanraj Baid Jain College

	5
	M.Subramani
	B.Com(II year)
	Dhanraj Baid Jain College

	6
	D.Poornima
	B.Sc(C.Sc.) I year
	Dr.MGR Janaki College of Arts & Science for women

	7
	D.Karthick
	B.Com I year
	Dhanraj Baid Jain College

	8
	S.Eswaran
	D.A.E II year
	PSB College

	9
	J.Janaki Raman
	D.A.E II year
	PSB College

	10
	A.Vinoth Kumar
	B.Sc.(Physics) I year
	Vivekananda College

	11
	D.Naveena
	B.E(C.Sc) I Year
	Mohammad Sathak College

	12
	Bharathiraja
	Ist year Polytechnic- Diploma in Comp Science
	PSB College


Our current 12th standard students and their college plans are as follows:

	
	Name
	Plan on joining
	Joined in Aug 2005

	1
	M.Anitha Mary
	Btech Engineering or Bio technology
	Electronics and Comm Engineering

	2
	A.Savithri
	B.Com/BBA
	B.Com

	3
	B.Kalaiselvi
	B.Sc.(nursing)
	Medical Lab Technology

	4
	T.Michael Rani
	B Tech Engineering or Bio technology
	Electrical and Electronics Engineering

	5
	A.Nageswari
	B.Sc.(nursing)
	Medical Lab Technology

	6
	S.Sumitra
	B.Sc.(Comp.Sci.)
	B.Sc.(Comp.Sci.)

	7
	K.Sudha
	Could not write 12th board due to health reasons
	

	8
	R.Harikrishnan
	BCA/ B.Sc.(Comp.Sci)
	Re-writing 12th as could not pass 2 subjects

	9
	A.Lakshmanan
	Could not write 12th board due to health reasons
	

	10
	V.Muthukumar
	B.E(ECE/Comp.Sci.)
	Mechanical Eng

	11
	A.SamuelRaj
	B.E(ECE/IT)
	Electrical and Electronics Eng


How much longer do you foresee requiring Asha funding, and for what purposes?

We have been doing this project for the last 13 years. We are now dependent 100% on Asha for funding. So, we want Asha’s continued support.  

Current expenditure details



Annual audited income and expense reports has been provided separately in July 2005.

All previous audited reports have been submitted to Asha.

Current total income of your project

A Corpus fund of approximately Rs. 4,00,000 has been collected from well wishers, donors and benefit programmes which earns an interest of Rs. 30,000/- per year approximately.
Academic year: 2004 - 2005: USD $7,707.00 from Asha SV

Academic year: 2005 - 2006: $7,436 from Asha SV

Please give us details on the sources and amounts of funding the project receives

As stated above, a corpus fund of approximately Rs. 4,00,000 has been collected from well wishers, donors and benefit programmes which earns an interest of Rs. 30,000/- per year approximately.
Besides Asha, we have no other sources of funding. 

Percentage of funds currently sponsored by Asha.

Since 2001, the trust is 100% supported by Asha.

Current Student details


Please attach a sheet with student information as follows:


Name

Age

Date of Birth

Class

Marks Obtained

Parents

Parents occupation

Future Career goal of the child

You may also attach these in a separate sheet in the separate biodatas that you provide for each child

We have provided bio-datas for all the children to the SAC team.


Current Teacher’s details

1.
Ms. V.Rajeswari


M.Com, DCA
                    

Salary: Rs.1500/- per month

2. 
Ms.R.Sudha 
     

B.sc, (Physics)

Salary: Rs.1500/- per month

3.
Ms. Uma Mageswari

SSLC

Salary: Rs.1500/- per month

4. 
Ms. K. Rajeshwari

B.E Project Coordinator

Rs. 2000/- pm

Ms. V. Rajeshwari, a long time and highly dedicated teacher at the trust got married. We have since appointed Ms. V. Vidya (studying B.E IIIrd year) starting from 1st April 2005.

Current Coaching Class timings


Evening 5 - 7 PM for 6 days a week for the younger students. 

For higher classes 6 pm to 8:30  or 9:00 pm daily.

Is any additional coaching provided before the exams?   

Besides the daily coaching classes which are held between 6 – 8:30 or 9:00 pm, there will be additional tuition classes conducted Saturday and Sunday between 10:00 am and 1:00 pm for exam preparation. Lots of revision tests will be conducted by the teachers.  Before the exams, there will be tuition classes for all seven days.  

Once a month, a meeting is held to discuss the students’ progress, any difficulties faced by the students, by the teachers, any additional measures to be taken for individual students, any action to be taken by teachers to improve the standard of the students’ performances.

How would you rate the overall effectiveness of this project over the past year?

The students have shown good progress. All our 12th standard graduates are planning to pursue higher education. All the younger children are in general good performers academically and in extra-curricular activity. We have provided quarterly and half yearly exam results, Xth and XIIth State Board Exam results of all the students to Asha. 

P. Anbumani is going to graduate from Engineering this June and will be our first Engineering graduate. We are proud of his achievement.

Is there any other feedback you would like to provide to Asha?

Since Sowbhagya and Asha for education are jointly doing the educational service in the coastal villages of Neelankarai, if we provide a corpus fund for the scheme, we will be financially stable in the long run.  

Asha’s Support A Child program is extremely good and useful.   A good number of sponsors of the children are interacting with the children, sending them letters, greeting cards for birthdays and festivals, small presents like story books, sending photos etc. We are very happy to see the interest shown by sponsors towards their children. Ms. Megha Runwal visited her sponsored child and spent some time with the children. D. Karthick’s sponsor Ms. Bhervi Banerjee, Vinitha Graz’s sponsor Sirisha Machiraju, R.Harikrishnan’s sponsor, Nageswari’s sponsor Shweta Goyal, Nandakumar’s sponsor Pradeep Panjwani, Bharathi Raja’s sponsor Puja and many more sponsors have communicated with their sponsored children. We deeply regret the demise of Mr. Robert Marion, a Math teacher, and a friend, philosopher and guide to his sponsored children R. Bhuvaneshwari and Sathish Kumar. Mr. Marion was 79. After Mr. Marion’s demise, Mrs. Lynn Marion gave a lump sum donation of $1000 towards the education of R.Bhuvaneshwari.

We would like to thank Asha Silicon Valley for your continued support of our trust. You have made a great and significant contribution to the Neelankarai coastal community by providing education that helps students find employment and support themselves and their families. 

Mrs. Jayalakshmi Rajagopal

Founder and Managing Trustee

Sowbhagya Educational Trust

May 22, 2005

